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COLLEGE DECISION
Ben Alsleben will play 

football at St. John’s / 12

BY BRENT SCHACHERER

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

L
ike almost every kid who grows 

up playing football, Spencer Dille 

dreamed of one day winning the 

Super Bowl.

A two-way starter on the offen-

sive and defensive line for the Litchfield High 

School football team back in the late ‘90s, 

Dille’s dream of holding the Lombardi Trophy 

came true Feb. 7 as he stood on the field at 

Raymond James Stadium, celebrating with the 

rest of the champion Tampa Bay Buccaneers 

organization following their 31-9 win over the 

Kansas City Chiefs in Super Bowl LV.

“The moment was very surreal,” Dille said 

in a telephone conversation late last week. “I 

don’t know how else to say it. The whole week 

has been … well, it still hasn’t set in. You wake 

up thinking, did we really just do that?”

Indeed, the Buccaneers did, claiming the 

franchise’s second Super Bowl title and becom-

ing the first NFL team to win the champion-

ship on their home field.

And Dille had a big part in it.

Instead of slamming into 300-pound line-

men to try to keep them from getting to the 

quarterback, or trying to tackle 250-pound 

running backs, however, the 40-year-old Dille’s 

role was much more behind-the-scenes.

But in many ways, no less important to the 

team’s success.

As director of football technology for the 

Buccaneers, Dille was in the coaches’ booth 

during the big game, capturing and transmit-

ting overhead photographs from every play 

back down to coaching staff and players on 

the field, allowing them to analyze and make 

real-time adjustments to game plans.

That game-day duty, though, is a very small 

part of Dille’s duties, which have grown in 

significance in his nine years with the Tampa 

Bay organization.

Dille’s journey to an NFL championship 

was a little different than his boyhood dreams.

Jake and Kellen Johnson tried ice fishing 

for the first time last winter.

It was fun enough for the Litchfield father 

and son to invest in a little better equipment 

and venture out a few more times this winter, 

including one excursion when they landed a 

28-inch walleye on a local lake.

The fishing didn’t offer quite that big a prize 

Saturday afternoon at Lake Ripley. In fact, the 

biggest challenge was staying warm on a day 

when the day’s high temperature hovered in 

the single digits below-0, with a brisk wind 

that offered a “feels like” temperature of 

minus-18.

But the pair braved the cold, along with 

hundreds of others, to participate in the Win-

tercade fishing tournament on Lake Ripley. 

Jake Johnson said he and his son had been 

looking forward to the tournament, and even 

the arctic temperatures did not deter them 

from participating. And, well, it helped that 

his truck was parked nearby and they could 

go there to warm up when necessary.

Tickets for the tournament sold out early 

this year, and the fishing area was packed 

with anglers, vehicles and fish houses Sat-

urday, while some opted simply to watch 

Facebook Live video from a warmer location 

to monitor prize drawings.

In any case, the tournament — which 

raises money for youth and veterans programs 

throughout the area — was counted as a big 

success.

BY BRENT SCHACHERER

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

All Litchfield Public Schools students will 

return to full-time in-person learning begin-

ning Feb. 16.

That decision came during the Litchfield 

School Board meeting Tuesday as members 

responded to a presentation from the district’s 

COVID-19 coordinator, Laurie Garland, and 

other information, including statements made 

during public comment period by a former 

board member.

“I’m really glad that we’re 

at the point of discussing what 

the options are of getting kids 

back (in school),” board mem-

ber Alex Carlson said, adding 

that “tensions are growing” 

among parents, educators and 

students for a return to in-

person learning.

“We have a golden opportu-

nity to get these kids back in 

school, and the time is now,” 

board Chairman Darrin Anderson said. “I’m 

excited.”

Meeker County’s COVID-19 infection rate 

— a major factor in determin-

ing the education model the 

district would follow — has 

seen a mostly steady decline 

since late November. The re-

porting period of Nov. 15-28 

saw an infection rate of 229.21, 

according to a memo from 

Superintendent Beckie Simen-

son. The most recent published 

reporting period, Jan. 3-16, had 

a rate of 39.

And, board member Greg 

Mathews said, that rate has fallen even further, 

to just 22.

“I think all of you here know, nobody was 

more supportive of taking our kids out” of school 

when infection rate skyrocketed, Mathews said. 

“Since then, I think we’ve learned a lot. I believe 

in science and I believe in numbers. The num-

bers have come down dramatically. I strongly 

support bringing all of our kids back, and as 

soon as possible. I wouldn’t have said that a 

month ago; I’m saying it now.”

Currently, high school and middle school 

students in the district have been in a hybrid 

learning model, with about half of them attend-

ing class in-person on Mondays and Tuesday, 

and the other half attending Thursdays and Fri-

days, with a Wednesday “flex” day that allows 

for parent-student catch-up sessions as needed. 

Lake Ripley Elementary School students have 

been in-person since early January.

While confirming the Feb. 16 return-to-

school date for high school and middle school 

students, the board also approved a teacher 

prep schedule after reviewing results of an 

online survey that asked parents, teachers and 

students to choose their favorite among three 

options that included one day off every other 

week, an early release one day every week, or 

a school day shortened by 30 minutes every day.

The board approved the full day of teacher 

prep every other week for the rest of the year.

The prep day was part of a Gov. Tim Walz ex-

ecutive order aimed at giving teachers statewide 

more flexibility to prepare lesson plans during 

difficult pandemic circumstances.

The one day every other week plan was fa-

vored by parents and teachers who responded to 

an online survey while it was the least favorite 

of the three options among students, though in 

close voting that saw just 16 votes separate the 

Back in 
school fulltime
Board decision 
clears way for Litchfield 
students’ return to 
in-person learning

Wintercade lives up to its chilly name
But ice fishing tourney 
went well despite the cold

by breNT schacherer

Kellen and Jake Johnson bundled up against the cold, but Kellen still struggled 

at times to maintain his enthusiasm for staying out on frozen Lake Ripley during 

Saturday’s Wintercade fishing tournament.

Super Bowl dream comes true
Litchfield graduate Spencer Dille plays role in Tampa Bay’s championship

PhOTOs cOurTesy sPeNcer dille

Spencer Dille posed for a photograph with his family prior to the Super Bowl. Dille is director of football technology for the 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers, who beat the Kansas City Chiefs 31-9 in the Feb. 7 Super Bowl.

Litchfield High School graduate Spencer 

Dille and his wife, Deborah, pose with 

the Vince Lombardi Trophy following 

Tampa Bay’s Super Bowl win.
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