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Jeffery Peterson has had his share of per-

sonal struggles, but he discovered that helping 

people with disabilities has enabled him to 

overcome darker days.

As a direct support professional for Multi-

Community Care and Homes in Litchfield, 

Peterson has worked since June with David 

Harper, who has been diagnosed with autism 

spectrum disorder.

“In the context of everything, it allowed 

me to grow as an individual,” Peterson said. 

“That’s what I mean by leaving the past where it 

is – because the same problems continued over 

and over and over again. And when I started 

here … I didn’t know what to expect. It’s a bless-

ing to be able to do what I do. It’s just, it’s a win-

win situation for everybody. The clients have 

a better quality of life rather than living in an 

institution, and we get to work with some very 

sensitive, charming (and) charismatic people. 

I’m not even sure how to describe the blessing 

to you … it’s been an eye-opening experience 

for me.”

Multi-Community Care and Homes, formerly 

Meeker County Community Homes, is a pri-

vate, non-profit corporation that has provided 

24-hour care to people with intellectual and de-

velopmental disabilities for more than 40 years. 

People like Peterson, who found fulfillment in 

working with those who have disabilities, are 

more important than ever, as the company is 

struggling to fill 11 direct support professional 

slots.

MCCH, staff provide clients support amid changes

Jeffery Peterson, right, a direct support 

professional for Multi-Community Care 

and Homes, talks about how he assists 

David Harper, 20.

Abbey Wuollet, left, is program coordinator 

for Multi-Community Care and Homes, and 

Sharaya Hagen is a program director.
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It was bound to happen.

And, well, what better time than the present?

Like many cities that name a street near 

a stadium after a sports star who became 

famous playing at the venue, Darwin took a 

step in immortalizing one of its favorite sons 

last week.

Mayor Josh Johnson installed a new street 

sign Thursday, temporarily replacing the 

Twine Ball Lane sign, which marks a short 

alley that runs just south of Darwin’s iconic 

twine ball, with one designating it as Weird 

Alley.

After completing the installation, Johnson 

sent an email to publicists for “Weird Al” 

Yankovic to inform him of the change, which 

is intended to recognize the attention the 

singer-songwriter has brought to the town of 

350 residents through the years.

“We just really wanted to convey our appre-

ciation for Al and what he’s done for Darwin,” 

Johnson said. “We’re certainly fans here. And 

we’re excited to be tied to an artist like that.”

That tie, of course, comes from the artist’s 

1989 release of “The Biggest Ball of Twine in 

Minnesota,” a kind of humorous ballad with 

a record-setting twine ball as its focus.

Yankovic’s song, which runs 6 minutes 

and 50 seconds, parodies the styles of Harry 

Chapin’s “30,000 Pounds of Bananas” and 

Gordon Lightfoot’s “Wreck of the Edumund 

Fitzgerald” with a refrain that says:

“And all of us were joined together in one com-

mon thought

As we rolled down the long and winding inter-

state in our ’53 DeSoto

We’re gonna see the biggest ball of twine in 

Minnesota

We’re headin’ for the biggest ball of twine in 

Minnesota” 

Though Yankovic’s song never mentions 

Darwin by name, the lyrics have prompted 

thousands of people to visit Darwin through 

the years, Johnson said.

“It depends on the day, but I tell people 

that a pretty good estimate in the summer is 

100 to 150 a day,” Johnson said. “Some stop 

and roll down their window and take a photo 

and leave. But the majority will get out, walk 

around and get a selfie with the twine ball.”

Rural Darwin farmer Francis A. Johnson, 

Weird Alley 
salutes singer 
who made 
Darwin, twine 
ball famous
‘I’ve finally made it’ 
with street designation
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A new street sign for Weird Alley pays 

tribute to singer-songwriter “Weird Al” 

Yankovic, whose song “The Biggest Ball 

of Twine in Minnesota” has brought much 

attention to Darwin, according to Mayor 

Josh Johnson.

Weird Alley to A14 ➤
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A 600-acre tract of land acquired by the 

Meeker County Pheasants Forever chapter 

will be dedicated as a state wildlife manage-

ment on Sept. 7.

The local Pheasants Forever group spear-

headed the four-year-long project that led to 

purchasing the $2.1 million property just 

southwest of Kimball, previously owned by 

Peter and Paul Heid. The land acquisition 

funds came from the state’s Clean Water & 

Land Legacy Amendment and North Ameri-

can Wetlands Conservation, each contribut-

ing $650,000 to the chapter. An additional 

$110,000 was raised for habitat improvement, 

parking areas, fencing, signage and more.

“The Heid brothers were interested in 

selling it to us (Pheasant Forever), because 

of what our mission is, (which) is to build 

wildlife habitat,” said Jeff Miller, Pheasants 

Forever member. “So they wanted the land 

to remain and be used by the public, and so 

that’s why they chose us.”

This particular land becomes the largest 

wildlife area in Meeker County, Miller said. 

It will be open to the public for hunting pheas-

ants, deer, turkey, ducks, rabbits or to simply 

enjoy the wildlife experience.

“There will be planting of native grasses,” 

Miller said. “We call that habitat improve-

ment and native prairie restoration. There 

will be work done to supplement naturally 

what’s there. Pheasants need wildflowers. 

When a mama pheasant has baby pheasants, 

the chicks live on insects initially, and in-

sects are attracted to wildflowers. So we go 

Preserving 
wildlife 
habitat
Cooperative effort 
between wildlife 
organizations, DNR 
leads to land purchase
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Pheasants Forever acquired a 600-acre parcel of land for state wildlife management, 

which is open to public hunting, located southwest of Kimball.

Wildlife to A14 ➤


