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D
ede Hard of Hutchinson has a rather 

unique perspective on the image of 

a family kitchen.

For 40 years she’s been a Min-

nesota State Fair staple, preparing 

and serving 38,000 meals each year to hungry 

4-H’ers competing at the state level. For the past 

several years she has managed the kitchen, and 

she does it all on only a few hours of sleep each 

night at the fairgrounds.

“We become this little family that lives 

together for an intense two-week time 

frame,” she said Wednesday afternoon while 

fulfilling another role managing the 4-H Cafe 

at the McLeod County Fair.

This year is her third in the McLeod County 

kitchen, which serves a variety of meals to 

fairgoers. It’s a role she’s taken on in addition 

to the same job at the Meeker County Fair. She’s 

selected locally, but hired through the Univer-

sity of Minnesota.

“Everyone else in the kitchen is a volunteer 

and they come through their clubs to donate 

time so the food stand can make as much money 

as it can possibly make,” Hard said. “All the 

money goes back into the 4-H program.”

She was joined Wednesday, and previously at 

the Meeker County Fair, by Terry Gallagher, who 

has cooked with her at the State Fair since 1999.

“We call these our retirement fairs,” Hard 

said. After this year’s State Fair, she plans to 

step away and focus only on Meeker and McLeod 

counties.

The change comes after a State Fair career 

that started in 1976 when Hard was a 16-year-old 

living in International Falls.

“It was my first time away from that little 

town,” she said. “It was a bit of a culture shock.”

She signed up through the University of 

Minnesota Extension educator, following in the 

footsteps of her older sister.

Hard earned $16 a day at the time, “which 

was huge for somebody who had never been off 

the farm,” she said.

She also met a cook’s assistant, Bill, who she 

hit it off with. They dated long distance through 

‘It has been my life’

After 40 years at the State Fair, 4-H cook Dede Hard is hanging up her apron
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Dede Hard has spent 40 years serving lunches to 4-H’ers at the Minnesota State Fair, and the people she’s met she now considers to 

be family. For the past few years she’s been helping out as kitchen manager at the 4-H Cafe at the McLeod County Fair.
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Runners of all skill levels will have an op-

portunity to test their progress this fall.

With a half marathon, 10K run, a 5K run/

walk and a 1-mile run, the fourth annual Luce 

Line Lace-Up organized by the 3M Running 

Club has a way for runners of all levels to join 

in while helping local groups.

“The half marathon has become our most 

popular race,” said Carl Hoeft, event co-orga-

nizer. “Last year we had just under 100 and we 

hope to see more than 100 this year. We are well 

on our way with 70 signed up already.”

Time to lace up your running shoes
Registration is open 
for the Luce Line 
Lace-Up Sept. 14
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The Luce Line Lace-Up hopes to attract more than 100 runners for its half marathon 

this year. The event has grown over the past few years and almost hit the goal of 100 

last year.

Hard to A2 ➤
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Chickens won’t be clucking anytime soon 

inside city limits. The Hutchinson City 

Council declined to amend a city ordinance 

to allow chickens within the city during its 

Tuesday meeting.

“After talking to our community mem-

bers, I think that I’m not comfortable with 

having chickens in town,” said Mayor Gary 

Forcier.

Council Member Mary Christensen 

agreed with Forcier.

“I will tell you what I’ve heard. I have not 

had one phone call that said to me, ‘Please let 

me have chickens,’” she said. “But I’ve had 

numerous calls, and I have had people stop 

to talk to me and say ‘don’t you let chickens 

in our city.’ I looked at the data out there and 

a lot of the cities — if they have them — are 

more restricted. You have to have the consent 

of the adjacent property owners. You have to 

be a good neighbor. If your neighbor says ‘no, 

I don’t want you to have chickens,’ you’re not 

going to get chickens.”

No clucking 
in city limits
City Council will not 
change animal ordinance

Chickens to A8 ➤Lace-up to A8 ➤
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Food trucks might soon be serving up 

good eats more easily in Hutchinson. The 

City Council on Tuesday discussed amend-

ing the city’s food truck ordinance following 

a request from Dan Hart, owner of Bobbing 

Bobber Brewing Co.

In a letter sent to City Administrator 

Matt Jaunich, Hart requested City Council 

consider changes to ordinances pertaining 

to food trucks. He said the current ordinance 

makes it difficult to attract food trucks for 

one-time events.

“The current license fee for a food vendor 

in Hutchinson is $125,” Hart wrote. “We 

are concerned this cost for a one-time visit 

would be prohibitive. To try and attract food 

vendors in from metros that may be an hour 

away, we would like to try and come up with 

a way to make it easier for these food vendors 

to come to our location and city.”

Hart proposed lowering the cost of the 

license from $125 a year to $25 for a one-time 

license.

The City Council has traditionally allowed 

food trucks to be exempt from the ordinances if 

they’re taking part in an event sponsored by the 

Hutchinson Area Chamber of Commerce and 

Tourism, such as RiverSong Music Festival. A 

defined policy outlining that practice doesn’t 

exist, but its been recommended that city code 

be updated to include those exemptions.

Jaunich brought up the possibility of 

drafting a sponsorship clause to the city 

code, or implementing a temporary license 

allowing food vendors to do business in 

Hutchinson. He cited Minneapolis and 

City talks 
food truck 
changes
Council discussed 
one-time licenses for 
vendors visiting city

Food trucks to A8 ➤


