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It may have been a year of unplanned cir-

cumstances, but there is one thing you can 

count on — Girl Scout cookies. It’s time to feed 

your cookie craving while supporting young 

entrepreneurs.

While everyone can look forward to their 

favorites such as Thin Mints, Samoas and Tag-

alongs, new this year is Toast-Ya. It’s a French 

toast-inspired cookie dipped in icing and full 

of flavor. And in case you’re a S’mores fan, buy 

plenty because this is the last year this sweet 

treat will be offered.

Despite restrictions due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, there are a variety of ways to buy 

cookies this year during the selling period 

through April 2. Options include online and 

in-person sales. According to Sarah Smith, 

service manager for Hutchinson, all the girls 

have access to participate in online sales. 

“The girls can send emails to their friends and 

families to either direct ship to them or choose 

girl delivered,” she said. “The girls can also share 

their special link on their parents’ social media 

pages. We also have contactless payment options 

for ordering at booths. We have a QR code that 

customers scan with their phone then enter in 

their credit card information.”

Smith has been a troop leader and service 

unit manager for three years. Prior to that, she 

volunteered. She was familiar with Girl Scouts 

as she was a member while growing up in Lester 

Prairie. She became more involved when her 

daughter, Abby, expressed interest in joining.

SALES TIPS FROM SUPER SELLERS

If you enjoy buying your cookies directly 

from a Girl Scout, you’re in luck because they 
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Roughly 13% of McLeod County residents 

had received at least one of two doses of the 

COVID-19 vaccination as of this past week.

“That is more than the people who have test-

ed positive for COVID-19,” 

McLeod County Health and 

Human Services Director 

Berit Spors told county com-

missioners. “We are starting 

to get on the right side of 

things here.”

In 13 invite-only vaccina-

tion clinics, the county has 

focused on vaccinating health 

care workers, and moved on 

to vaccinating educators and 

child care providers. One of 

those clinics was Saturday, Feb. 13, to accommo-

date teaching schedules. Another on Thursday, 

Feb. 18, administered 91 second doses.

County workers had hoped to administer 

more vaccines last week, but did not receive a 

new shipment for the week due to poor weather. 

The delay further compounds the frustrations 

of trying to administer vaccines and schedule 

clinics locally. Confirmation of supplies to the 

county often comes at the last minute.
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McLeod County may be asked to send officers 

to assist in security during the trial of former 

Minneapolis police officer 

Derek Chauvin.

Sherif f Tim Langenfeld 

discussed the matter with 

the County Board Feb. 16, 

and presented a mutual aid 

agreement between his office 

and Minneapolis. Board mem-

bers approved the agreement, 

which assures the county will 

be reimbursed for assistance 

it provides. It does not commit the county to 

provide aid.

“They have asked almost all the law enforce-

ment agencies that are willing to send staff 

if they can to fill out and agree to the same 

agreements,” Langenfeld said. “It’s important 

for people to understand that I have not made 

a decision that we will send staff. ... We are ex-

periencing our own staffing issues within the 

sheriff’s office, so the number of people, because 

of the timeline they would want them, we may 

not be able to meet.”

The March 8 trial is in regards to second-de-

gree murder and manslaughter charges against 

Chauvin, who is accused of killing George 

Floyd. The incident created public outrage last 

May when it was revealed Chauvin knelt on 

Floyd’s neck for nearly nine minutes.

Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey recently an-

nounced up to 2,000 National Guard members 
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A winter Homecoming

Hutchinson High School is 
celebrating Homecoming 
different this year
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Members of the Hutchinson High School Winter Homecoming Court were announced last week. They are, from left, front row, 

freshman Nevaeh Rettig, sophomore Savannah Schlueter, junior Allyson Kopesky, and seniors Megan Lipke, Alia Muellerleile, 

Chloe Peterson, Anna Byron, Paige Telecky and Jayda Goldschmidt; back row, freshman Jackson Kramer, sophomore Carter 

Peterson, junior Brady Knorr, and seniors Zeke Cosby, Jordan Titus, Matthew Olberg, Parker Wortz, Javan Olmscheid and Zachary 

Kuseske.

Selling cookies in the time of COVID
Girl Scouts are hitting the 
streets with new treats and 
COVID protocols

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Do costumes increase cookie sales? You’ll have to ask Arianna Zipf. Pictured with her 

is Bria Hines at their Walmart cookie booth.

Turning the 
corner on 
vaccination
About 13% of McLeod 
County residents have 
received COVID-19 
vaccine doses

Berit 
Spors

Minneapolis asks McLeod sheriff for backup
McLeod County deputies 
may assist during Derek 
Chauvin trial

Sheriff Tim 
Langenfeld

Cookies to A7 ➤

Vaccine to A2 ➤

Sheriff to A8 ➤
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T
he 2020-21 school year has been any-

thing but typical. While Hutchinson 

students have had to make sacrifices 

due to COVID-19, one thing they’re 

not giving up is homecoming.

It’s Winter Homecoming week at Hutchinson 

High School, a change from most years when 

Homecoming is celebrated in fall. The theme 

this year, of course, is “Can’t mask our spirit.” 

While COVID restrictions limit some of the ac-

tivities students and the public can participate 

in, there’s still plenty happening at the HHS 

this week.

The fun started last week with a kick-off 

video and the announcement of this year’s 

Homecoming Court. And then the dress-up 

days began with Neon Day Monday, Beach Day 

Tuesday, College Day Wednesday, Class Color 

Day Thursday and Tiger Spirit Day Friday.

Along with the dress-up days, students are 

participating in several other activities such 

as a weeklong bean bag tournament, a food 

drive collection, a virtual parade Thursday, 

and, of course, Homecoming coronation 

Friday.

While the public is not able to participate 

in many of the activities, people can play 

along with online alumni trivia. Just follow @

stuco_hutch or @HutchActivities on Twitter 

to test your knowledge with daily trivia ques-

tions. Members of the public can also watch the 

virtual parade by following those same Twitter 

accounts.


