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Meeker in Motion, a countywide leadership 

program, is accepting applications for its nine-

month program designed to inspire partici-

pants to learn and grow as a leader and build 

connections with other leaders in the county.

In its second season, Meeker in Motion is 

open to people who live or work in Meeker 

County and are interested in broadening their 

network, learning about Meeker County com-

munities, and growing their professional and 

leadership skills.

Each of the nine sessions will include par-

ticipating in professional leadership classes 

taught by University of Minnesota Extension 

leadership and civic engagement educators, as 

well visiting some local businesses and com-

munity sites.

“The program provides participants with 

new tools and skills to increase their effective-

ness in their own business, organization and 

community, while also offering opportuni-

ties to learn about area businesses, local and 

county history, local and county government, 

health care, arts, education, agriculture, 

natural resources, and much more,” said Judy 

Hulterstrum, director of The Chamber serving 

the Meeker County Area.

Meeker in Motion began in 2019 as an initia-

tive by a group of citizens from across Meeker 

County, who saw value in cultivating leader-

ship in communities across Meeker County.

“Being involved with Meeker in Motion 

brought many ‘ah-hah’ moments during the 

leadership trainings and many, ‘I never knew 

that…’ moments when touring businesses in 

Meeker County,” said Marcia Provencher of 

Litchfield, who participated in the inaugural 

2019-2020 Meeker in Motion program. “It was 

an inspiring experience.”

The 2020 program was postponed during 

the pandemic. However, based on demand by 

people interested in participating, the Meeker 

in Motion steering committee was eager to re-

start the program this year, Hulterstrum said.

“Our inaugural Meeker in Motion leadership 

training program was a success, and we are 

excited to bring this educational and engaging 

program back to Meeker County,” she said. “The 

nine-session leadership program brings commu-

nity leaders together to understand the dynamics 

of the county’s communities, make connections 
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Legislative leaders and 

Gov. Tim Walz found common 

ground on a budget.

And even though no budget 

was finalized before the Min-

nesota Legislature adjourned 

May 17, word of an agreement 

between DFL and Republican 

leadership was good news to 

state Rep. Dean Urdahl, R-

Acton Township.

Sort of.

Gov. Tim Walz and the top two Senate and 

House leaders announced May 17 they had 

agreed on broad spending targets for the state’s 

next two-year budget. But lawmakers have 

many details to hammer out before a special 

session can be called to approve budget later 

this month.

The legislative leaders said the governor 

would call a special session no later than June 

14. Walz is required by law to reconvene law-

makers by that date as a condition for extending 

the emergency powers he has used to respond 

to the coronavirus pandemic.

“Certainly, it’s good news,” Rep. Dean Ur-

dahl, R-Acton Township, said of the budget 

agreement. Yet, he said, the fact that so much 
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Minnesota’s latest push to get more residents 

vaccinated against COVID-19 lets recipients 

choose a prize.

The rewards are better than the sticker or 

lollipop most kids get after a shot.

Fishing licenses, a state parks pass, admis-

sion to different attractions, even a $25 Visa gift 

card are being offered as incentives for the first 

100,000 residents to get vaccinated between now 

and the end of June.

The “Your Shot to Summer” campaign is 

the latest effort to get 70% of Minnesotans 16 

or older vaccinated by July 1. The campaign 

mirrors those in other states that have offered 

beers, gift cards, even a shot at $1 million to 

those who get vaccinated.

“Summer is here, vaccines are working, and 

we are still going full steam ahead finding ways 

to keep our communities safe,” Gov. Tim Walz 

said in a statement announcing the incentive 

program.

“We’ve had great success in our state so far 

with more than 2.5 million Minnesotans fully 

vaccinated, and we want to build on that success 

and get the broad community protection needed 

for everyone to have the fun, safe summer they 

want,” Walz’s statement said.

New statewide 
vaccine campaign 
offers incentives

Fishing license, 
zoo pass and more to 
first 100,000 who get the 
shot before June 30

Meeker in Motion looking for another class of leaders
Countywide program 
seeks participants for 
second season of classes

Meeker to 5  Incentives to 5 

Legislative leaders, 
governor cut $52B 
budget deal
Local legislators say 
there’s much work to do 
ahead of special session

Rep. Dean 
Urdahl

Legislature to 2 I
t was the Memorial Day remembrance 

that almost didn’t happen.

But Litchfield’s traditional parade and 

remembrance Memorial Day program at 

Litchfield Cemetery did happen Monday, 

and both drew a crowd that seemed grateful to 

have the events and appreciative of the effort 

to organize them.

When Litchfield High School band director 

David Ceasar originally checked on the Me-

morial Day schedule, he was told there would 

be no parade or program this year, due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

But Ceasar did not want a repeat of 2020, 

when Memorial Day observances were can-

celled because of the pandemic.

“Dave said the band was going to march,” 

City Council member Darlene Kotelnicki said, 

so various leaders reconsidered the plan to 

cancel. And within hours, the decision to go 

ahead with parade and program — even if cut 

back slightly from usual size — was made.

Third Street and Swift Avenue — the parade 

route — both seemed to have crowds similar 

to a normal year, while the crowd at Litchfield 

Cemetery seemed smaller than usual, though 

still large.

The G.A.R. Hall even had its traditional 

Memorial Day picnic following the program.

The cemetery program included speeches 

by Litchfield Mayor Keith Johnson and state 

Rep. Dean Urdahl.

In his remarks, Urdahl encouraged those 

in the crowd to remember the sacrifices and 

the course set for the country more than a 

century ago.

“...(T)here was another greatest generation 

that held our flags, that struggled mightily for 

great goals that saved this country, that gaze 

with great dignity as they watch over us from 

the walls of the G.A.R. Hall. Through their 

unspoken lips comes the question: How stands 

the Union we struggled to save? How stands 

the Union?

“We must rise above the current problems 

that confront us, so that future generations 

may answer, ‘Our Union stands strong and 

free.’”

— Brent Schacherer

Remembering the fallen
Litchfield returns to traditional Memorial Day observances
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Litchfield Honor Guard members march west on Third Street during Monday’s Memorial Day parade.

Litchfield Mayor Keith Johnson delivers 

a Memorial Day address Monday at 

Litchfield Cemetery.


