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SLUGGERS WIN
STATE CROWN
Hutchinson youth baseball team
won first Gopher state title / A7

THE SWEET SIDE
OF SILVER LAKE

Enjoy kolaches during the 50th
year of Pola-Czesky Days / B1
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and twitter.com/hutchleader.

FUN, FUN, FUN: The Meeker County Fair 
opens its four-day run through Sunday, B2.

LAUGH OUT LOUD: The 15th annual 
performance of the Schiffelly Puppets at 
10 a.m. at the Hutchinson Event Center. 
Admission is free, B2.

HUMOROUS SATIRE: The Hutchinson 
Center for the Arts welcomes “A Prairie 
Homeless Companion” at 7 p.m. Admission 
is free, B2.

STOP CANCER: Relay for Life of McLeod 
County is a fundraiser for the American 
Cancer Society. Activities are 3 p.m.-5 a.m. 
at Masonic/West River Park, B2.

PEER SUPPORT: Crow River Breastfeed-
ing Coalition is hosting the Big Latch On 
9:30 a.m.-noon at Rotary Park, B2.

FREE MOVIE: Fans of the webbed one can 
see “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” at 
10 a.m. at Century 9 in Hutchinson, B2.

END OF THE SEASON: Gravel Road at 
6:30 p.m. is the final performer of the 
2019 Music in the Park summer concert 
season, B2.

PLAYOFFS: The Hutchinson Huskies begin 
playoffs when they host Maple Plaine at 
7:30 p.m. at Veterans Memorial Field.
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BY STEPHEN WIBLEMO

wiblemo@hutchinsonleader.com

Searching for silver linings amidst the 

wreckage on her farm was about all Cheryl 

Schultz could do Monday morning.

“We lost all of our sheds, but I’m glad the 

house was spared,” said Schultz, whose farm 

just a couple miles east of Silver Lake was 

directly hit by one of Sunday afternoon’s tor-

nadoes.

“Living in a camper until (the house) would 

have been rebuilt would have been awful.” 

Schultz added with a laugh.

Along with her house only receiving minor 

damage, she and her husband, John, were 

safe, along with their two dogs. A quick glance 

around the property showed it could have been 

much worse.

‘That’s when I heard 
that freight train noise’
McLeod County 
residents took 
cover during 
Sunday’s tornadoes
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Jeremy Hegle’s shed was completely destroyed following a tornado that touched down 

east of Silver Lake on Sunday. Hegle said he was working in the shed less than a 

minute before the tornado ripped it apart.

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

No one was injured, but four properties 

sustained severe damage Sunday afternoon 

when three tornadoes were 

tracked in McLeod County.

Kevin Mathews, McLeod 

County’s emergency manage-

ment director, said a tornado 

watch was issued at 2:59 p.m. 

It was quickly upgraded to a 

warning at 3:19 p.m. The first 

tornado was tracked south-

west of Biscay, where it was 

on the ground for at least a few 

miles around Nature Avenue 

and 150th Street. Most of the 

damage was to trees, including one particu-

larly large oak near the intersection of State 

Highway 22 and 150th Street.  

“That was one of the biggest trees I’ve 

seen taken down in a storm here,” Mathews 

said.

Another tornado kicked up debris between 

Biscay and Silver Lake but caused no note-

worthy damage.

The third was tracked southeast of Silver 

Lake. It traveled to State Highway 7 and Fox 

Avenue. It was the cause of damage to the four 

properties.

“That severe damage includes sheds, out-

buildings, garage structures,” Mathews said. 

“Most of them were totaled. One I saw was 

pretty much down to the foundation. Yet the 

(nearby) house was still intact.”

Numerous trees were also uprooted east of 

Silver Lake and power lines were damaged.

“Corn in the path was flattened,” Mathews 

said.

Spotters were in position at 180th Street and 

County Road 2.  

“They let us know what was moving, where 

it came from and where it was heading,” said 

Silver Lake Fire Chief Dale Kosek. “They actu-

ally saw the tornado come down to the ground 

... and they were at a distance sidelining it. ... It 

was short-lived. It was probably on the ground 

Three tornadoes hit county

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

Erin Westlund is ready to represent Hutchin-

son again.

In 2015 she was the Hutchinson High School 

Homecoming Queen. In 2018 she was selected as 

Miss Hutchinson and Hutchinson Jaycee Water 

Carnival Miss Congeniality. This past Saturday 

she was named as one of two 2020 Aquatennial 

princesses.

“Honestly, I am shocked about it,” she said 

Tuesday morning. “I could not believe it. I was 

Aquatennial 
crowns Erin 
Westlund

Minnesota royalty 
hails from Hutchinson
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Miss Hutchinson 2018 Erin Westlund was 

selected to join the Aquatennial royalty 

this past weekend.

BY JEREMY JONES
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A big-picture, conceptual design of a plan 

to overhaul Hutchinson Public Schools’ el-

ementary buildings calls for $35.3 million of 

work. That would include demolishing the 1956 

addition to Park Elementary, constructing a 

two-story wing on the north side of West El-

ementary, and transferring second and third 

grade to West Elementary.

Long-term facility maintenance bonding 

from the state and capital reserves would cover 

part of the expense, but a bond referendum of 

$28.8 million would need to be approved by vot-

ers in the district. With a 22-year bond, it would 

add $143 annually (roughly $12 per month) to the 

taxes of a home valued at $150,000.

The School Board hopes to address the 

needs of the aging Park Elementary building, 

including its electrical and mechanical sys-

tems. The school was originally completed in 

1938. Additional sections were added in 1956, 

but today the building is not as compatible 

with new technology as others in the district, 

and the layout provides fewer options for teach-

ing approaches.

At West Elementary and the small ECFE 

building on its northwest side, upgrades are 

sought for early childhood education spaces 

and building infrastructure.

There is also the issue of comfort. The 

third floor of Park Elementary can become 

hot early and late in the year and make it 

Plans provide preview of 
elementary renovation pitch

Tornado to A4 ➤

McLeod to A4 ➤

Westlund to A9 ➤ Elementary to A5 ➤
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