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BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

Preliminary plans to renovate West El-

ementary School in Hutchinson would split 

students into two groups. Second- and third-

grade students would be in the new northeast 

building section, while first-graders, kinder-

gartners and preschoolers would be in the ex-

isting south section. A schematic reviewed by 

the School Board Monday evening showed the 

two sections connected by West Elementary’s 

current east wing.

Planned renovations are part of a proj-

ect approved by voters with a $28.8 million 

bonding proposal this past November. The 

proposal was pitched as a means to update 

facilities for early childhood and elementary 

education. The budget for West Elementary is 

$17.8 million, with the remainder of the proj-

ect focused on updates to Park Elementary.

Layouts reviewed Monday ref lected the 

work of the school’s architectural firm, LHB, 

the school’s project managers, ICS consulting, 

and the school’s oversight committee during 

the past several months. However, the layouts 

have not been finalized.

OUTSIDE

Jonathan Pettigrew, senior architect for 

LHB, presented the project’s current design 

stage with a series of schematics and render-

ings. He said many of the same people who 

worked on Hutchinson High School were 

working on West Elementary as well.

Proposed is the construction of two park-

ing lots on the building’s current north side. 

They would be accessible from School Road. 

An early look at West Elementary plans
Hutchinson School 
Board reviewed plans 
for renovations and a 
two-floor addition

IMAGE FROM LHB INC.

This aerial view shows preliminary plans for an addition on the north side of West 

Elementary. Shown are parking lots on the west side (left) that will be accessible from 

School Road by families and staff. The parking lot on the east side will be for buses. 

The building appearance in the image may not refl ect the fi nal product, as building 

materials and design are not yet fi nalized.
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The fi rst phase of the Main Street reconstruction project started this past week, with crews digging up part of the road to 

make utility connections at areas in front of Wells Fargo Bank and near the intersection of Franklin Street West and Second 

Avenue Southeast. This is just the fi rst of four phases in the project, which is not scheduled to be completed until October. The 

big digging is yet to come.

THE DIGGING BEGINS

BY BRENT SCHACHERER

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

The McLeod County and Meeker County 

museums hold historical treasures dating 

back to the earliest days of the counties, even 

earlier in some cases. Many of those items 

were collected and added to the museums 

years — decades even — af-

ter the events for which they 

became important symbols.

Brian Haines, execu-

tive director of the McLeod 

County Historical Museum, 

and Bayley Schluter, execu-

tive director of the Meeker 

County Museum, think 

that collecting history in 

the moment — such as the 

coronavirus pandemic — 

might create an even more 

extensive catalog of history. So, they are both 

soliciting donations of historical items from 

the pandemic.

“I actually just finished a ‘Living History’ 

link on our webpage,” Haines said. “The link 

offers a place for people to share their thoughts 

about COVID-19. I’m urging users to record 

how the pandemic has impacted their lives, 

and how they think it will impact our future. 

The responses will be recorded and collected 

in an album that will be available in our 

Writing history 
in the present
Museum directors want 
to collect personal stories 
of COVID-19 pandemic

Brian 

Haines

BY ALEX GUERRERO

alex.guerrero@hutchinsonleader.com

Gov. Tim Walz’ stay-at-home order is in full 

effect, and Minnesotans are encouraged to 

stay home as much as possible, leaving only 

for a bit of exercise or necessities such as 

groceries. But crime and emergencies don’t 

stop. Or do they? In Hutchinson, the answer 

isn’t black and white as some trends have 

changed while others remain 

the same.

For example, there were 

only 21 traffic crashes between 

March 1 and April 4, according 

to Hutchinson police. That’s a 

drop from 39 crashes last year. 

The same was true for traffic 

citations, which are down 49 

percent, from 49 last year to 25 

this year. None of this comes 

as a surprise to Police Chief 

Tom Gifferson, though, who said the decrease 

is easy to explain.

“That’s just based solely on the amount of 

traffic that’s out there now compared to the 

same time last year,” he said. “Traffic crashes, 

traffic citations, both are about half of what they 

normally are just because the traffic flow isn’t 

what it normally is at this time of year based on 

the stay-at-home order.”

He also said the department has been more 

selective with traffic stops in order to limit 

the amount of contact officers have with the 

public. What has surprised Gifferson was an-

other trend. There were only 12 domestic calls 

between March 1 and April 4, a decrease from 

21 domestic calls during that time last year.

“The perception was that it would increase,” 

Gifferson said, “but actually our domestic calls 

for service have gone down.”

That doesn’t mean the trend of domestic calls 

will continue, and Gifferson predicts the longer 

the stay-at-home order remains in effect, the 

more likely those calls will return to normal 

or increase.

FIRE CALLS DOWN

Hutchinson Fire Chief Mike Schumann also 

reported a decrease in calls for his department 

since the stay-at-home order went into effect. He 

said on average his department fields 40-45 calls 

per month, which equates to roughly 10 calls 

per week. In the week of April 5-11, however, his 

department only had four calls. Like Gifferson, 

the trend is not a surprise to Schumann.

Police, fire calls down during stay-at-home order
Some Hutchinson trends 
have changed while others 
remain the same
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