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G
oing to Turck’s Trees every year to 

find the perfect Christmas tree is 

customary for the Wraspir family.

Dale and Betty, along with their 

children, Claire, Ethan and An-

drew, have continued the tradition for more 

than 20 years.

The Wraspirs of Silver Lake, along with oth-

ers, selected from more than 50,000 Christmas 

trees in eight varieties — balsam fir, Canaan 

fir, Fraser fir, Norway pine, scotch pine, white 

pine, Colorado spruce and others at Turck’s 

Trees near Forest City.

“I’m sure there are several areas you can 

go to,” Betty said, alluding to other Christmas 

tree locations. “I know, before we had kids, 

we went to Big Lake, I think it was, or Becker 

someplace. But they have the reindeer out here, 

so the kids enjoyed that when they were little 

— and Santa Claus, cookies and cider.”

Claire said she and her brothers usually 

argue over the perfect tree.

“Normally there’s a fight,” she said. “And 

normally somebody’s crying.”

They quarreled, especially when they were 

much younger, Betty added, “Well, how come 

she got to pick it out? She picked it out last year. 

And they’re crying and fighting.”

Despite the nasty weather late last week, 

co-owner Steve Turck said, “people still came 

out,” to Turck’s Trees.

“We had to deal with some mud and some 

snow and got past that,” he said. “So it worked 

out pretty fair after all.”

Some people experienced problems driving 

in some rough patches of the tree farm, and 

needed help being pulled out, he said.

“It was maybe two or three people who drove 

in really goofy spots and got stuck,” he said, 

“but not bad. Most of them didn’t.”

As far as the business side goes, it was a good 

weekend, Turck said.
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Litchfield City Council ap-

proved four resolutions Mon-

day, setting the city’s budget 

for 2020.

The budget reflects the ad-

ministration’s usual approach, 

according to Administrator 

David Cziok, who laid out the 

mantra on the cover of the 2020 

budget book: “Conservative 

and consistent budgets allow 

us to serve the community ef-

fectively and predictably.”

The budget calls for a total property tax levy 

of $2,832,500, a 5.7 percent increase over 2019.

The City Council approved earlier this year 

a 6 percent levy increase. However, residential 

property values increased more than antici-

pated, meaning the tax rate would not need to 

increase as much.

The average home in Litchfield, with a 

$130,000 value, would see less than a $2 increase 

in taxes for 2020 given the tax rate. However, 

because most residential property values in-

creased in 2019, most will pay more in tax.

The city’s budget is divided into nine 

funds, ranging from the electric fund with 

revenues and expenditures of $10,770,869 to 

the general fund ($5,796,320) to the cemetery 

fund ($78,200).

“2020 is pretty reflective … much more typi-

cal of what we see” in terms of budgets, Cziok 

said. “What we’ve provided you is what it takes 

to run the operation and nothing more.”

Cziok lauded city staff for managing costs 

and expenditures based not on what a budget 

indicates can be spent, but on actual need.

Holiday tradition
Families bond over finding the right Christmas tree
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The Wraspir family — Andrew, Betty, Claire, Ethan and Dale — found just the right tree at Turck’s Trees, their famiy tradition 

for about 20 years.

Dale Wraspir carries the family 

Christmas tree as his wife, Betty, and 

daughter, Claire, follow close behind.

City Council 
approves 
2020 budget
Property tax levy 
will rise 5.7 percent

David 
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Litchfield School District’s expenditures 

over the past four years have increased at a 

higher rate than its revenues.

The 2018-2019 general fund operations show 

$547,919 in cash outflow — a net decrease 

in general fund balance — according to the 

district’s audit, which was discussed during 

the School Board’s meeting 

Nov. 25.

“We had anticipated this 

back in 2016,” Business Man-

ager Jesse Johnson said in 

an email, “when we tried and 

failed to pass an operating 

referendum of $600 per pupil. 

Thankfully, this year, the vot-

ers approved additional oper-

ating funds for the district of 

$625 per pupil.”

Justin McGraw, manager for Conway, Deuth 

& Schmiesing accounting firm, said he doesn’t 

foresee any specific financial problems aris-

ing from upcoming bond issuance and school 

building improvements.

“Strong internal controls over financial 

reporting within the district,” McGraw said, 

“as well as an active board and administra-

tion provide a foundation for sound financial 

practices, which is what we have seen at Litch-

field… Taking that into account, the district 

has been able to maintain the level of service 

to its students through the spend down of fund 

balance.”

The unassigned (not classified as nonex-

pendable, restricted, committed or assigned) 

fund balance ended at $1,074,495, a decrease of 

$981,501 compared to previous year, accord-

Audit shows Litchfield Schools general fund decline
Voter-approved levy 
expected to improve 
financial picture

Jesse 

Johnson
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Commercialization of cannabis was the 

theme of a recent meeting at the Litchfield 

Historic Opera House.

The event was planned in response to the 

state DFL’s support for a commercial marijuana 

bill. Smart Approaches to Marijuana Minne-

sota, which recognizes the economic, safety and 

health concerns of commercialized marijuana 

use, sponsored the event.

Miranda Gohn of Litchfield, a volunteer 

for SAMMn, who organized the Nov. 20 event, 

said the group is trying to prevent Minnesota 

from legalizing recreational or commercialized 

marijuana, because she feels it will create more 

harm than good.

“There are 11 states now that have fully 

Group plans to 
fight marijuana 
legalization
Community meeting 
attempts to debunk 
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