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I
t was a hot, sunny day Tuesday — until 

it wasn’t.

In the mid afternoon, the skies greened 

and the weather seemed to change in a 

matter of minutes as heavy winds, rain, 

lightning and even hail hit McLeod County. 

Gusts around Hutchinson clocked in at just 

below 60 mph after 3 p.m., according to the Na-

tional Weather Service, and lasted for about an 

hour. Thunderstorms were reported in Hutchin-

son for about as long, and in the vicinity until 

just before 8 p.m.

“We did have quite a bit of tree damage,” said 

Kevin Mathews, McLeod County Emergency 

Management director.

About 3 miles west of Hutchinson, Pam Rohde 

was in her farm home when the storm hit.  

“When I saw it coming, I went down to my 

basement,” Rohde said. “By the time it got here, I 

couldn’t see across our driveway. It was blowing 

and raining so much.”

Rohde said 17 trees on her property were 

blown over, many with their roots ripped 

straight out of the ground.

“Our flagpole is supposed to be able to with-

stand 130 mph winds, and it was bending in the 

wind,” she said. 

Mathews said that power lines also took 

a beating here and there, leaving 364 people 

without power.

“The heavier concentrations of damage are 

south of Hutchinson to down by Stewart and 

over by Brownton,” he said. “Brownton was the 

hardest hit city, probably. The south half of the 

city seems to have more damage.”

Reports include large trees snapped off at 

the base or uprooted, and damage to houses 

and cars from heavy branches. One 40-to-50-

foot pine tree was pulled from the ground in 

one yard.

“With all the wet soil, that’s not totally 

Sudden storm leaves toppled trees
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A large tree branch lies across Liz Block’s garage and parts of her home on Dale 

Street after Tuesday’s storm ripped the branch off the tree. Nobody was injured by 

the falling limb.

“I le�  for fi ve minutes to pick 
up my daughter from day care 
and I came home to this.”

Liz Block, Hutchinson resident
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Hutchinson residents who aren’t sure 

where their next meal will come from can 

stop by Faith Lutheran Church.

On the building’s southeast side beside the 

parking lot is a wooden box on a pole made to 

look like a small house. A collection of non-

perishable food is inside, including beans, 

soup, peanut butter and more. There’s also 

flyers listing community meals in the area 

and a smaller box to submit prayer requests. 

Anyone can use the blessing box.

“The idea came from Christ the King 

(Lutheran Church),” said Dave Wollan a 

pastor at Faith Lutheran. “They inspired 

us and other places in town.”

Boxes full 
of blessings
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Mollie Terlinden and Dave Wollan 

stand beside a new Blessing Box at 

Faith Lutheran Church. The box 

stores nonperishable food items, 

informational fl yers and prayer 

requests available to people in need.

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

The 2019 Minnesota legislative session had 

highs and lows from the perspective of the Min-

nesota Chamber of Commerce.

During its Statewide Policy Tour, the Min-

nesota Chamber stopped by Pride Solutions 

of Hutchinson Wednesday. Laura Bordelon, 

Chamber senior vice president of advocacy, 

spoke to a small crowd of business owners and 

leaders about the concluded session and future 

goals, and asked for local feedback on a variety 

of subjects.

Two main points Bordelon highlighted were 

the Chamber’s goals of making the state more 

affordable for businesses and families, and to 

move Minnesota out of the top 10 most taxed 

states. At 9.8 percent, Minnesota’s corporate 

tax is the fourth highest, and at 9.85 percent, 

Minnesota’s individual income tax is the fifth 

highest, she said.

One success in the most recent session, Bor-

delon said, was the 6 percent reduction in the 

state business property tax. Additionally, the 

second tier income tax rate was decreased from 

7.05 percent to 6.8 percent.

“That’s good work,” she said. “These taxes 

build so much revenue for the state and it’s 

hard to knock them back because they’re used 

in programs.”

The assembled group was asked to vote digi-

tally on what taxes most impacted their busi-

nesses. The No. 1 response was state and local 

property tax, followed by income tax. In 2020, 

the Chamber plans to lobby to reduce corporate 

taxes and all four individual income tax rates.

In the area of health care, the Chamber 

was pleased to see legislation calling for more 

transparency in the cost of hospital visits. 

Minnesota Chamber hears from local businesses
The State Chamber of Commerce traded 
its thoughts on state issues for local perspective
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Nothing says summer like a refreshing splash in the pool, and 3-year-old Ike Thomsen thoroughly enjoyed running 

through the fountains at the Hutchinson Aquatic Center Wednesday. He and his mother, Ashley Markgraf, took 

advantage of the soft opening this past week. The aquatic center offi cially opened Saturday with 12:30-7:30 p.m. 

open swim hours.
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