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Although it was raining, the community of 

Litchfield came out to honor those who died 

serving the country.

Due to the weather, the parade was cancelled. 

The annual Memorial Day ceremony, usually 

hosted at Lake Ripley Cemetery, was moved to 

First Lutheran Church, 703 S. Sibley Ave., and  

started at 10:15 a.m. Guest speakers such as 

Mark Schumann, commander of Neslan-Horton 

American Legion Post No. 104, Mayor Keith 

Johnson, Council Member Betty Allen and 

Pastor Gary Pennertz thanked all of those in 

attendance. Pennertz lead the crowd in prayer.

As a way to honor those who died, Mayor 

Keith Johnson lead the crowd in a round of 

“God Bless America.” The ceremony ended 

with the reading of a poem, and a barbecue 

lunch was held at the Litchfield Opera House 

after the ceremony.

Several individuals placed flowers on graves 

at Lake Ripley Cemetery despite the rain, 

honoring the lives of family, friends and com-

munity members.

Rain or shine, Litchfield shows pride on Memorial Day
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Vietnam veteran Gary “Doc” salutes while taps is played at the Litchfi eld Memorial Day remembrance ceremony Monday.

From right, Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic Jeanie Shoultz Doran, Connie 

Lies and Darlene Kotelnicki stand at attention after placing a wreath during the 

Memorial Day ceremony.
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These days, the life of a small dairy farmer 

might not look great. However, fourth-genera-

tion farmer Jim Turck said he can’t quit now. 

He’s determined to keep going.

Jim and his wife, Lisa, have three children, 

Jennifer, Amanda and Rachel. They first met 

on a hayride. Something about Jim caught 

Lisa’s attention, which compelled her to ask 

him out.

Lisa said she never intended to live on a 

farm, but it has gotten into her blood since 

she has done it for so long.

“I used to say that I (was) never (going to) 

marry a farmer,” Lisa said. “I don’t know why 

I said that, but I did. You just never say never.”

Last year the Meeker County Farm Bureau 

recognized the Turcks’ farm as a sesquicen-

tennial farm. The farm has been in the fam-

ily since 1858, when Jim’s great-grandfather 

purchased the land from the U.S. government, 

starting a dairy more than 160 years ago. As 

the Turcks celebrate this achievement, the 

hardships of the trade war and farm economic 

decline has hit the dairy industry hard.

The economic climate today reminds Jim 

Turck of the troubling 1980s agriculture 

economy. According to state data compiled 

with the help of the University of Minnesota, 

state farmers experienced their sixth-consec-

utive year of low profitability in 2018. With 

the dairy business in decline, the Turcks 

borrowed money through an operating line 

of credit to continue producing milk and run-

ning the farm, Jim said.

“So we’ve exercised just about everything 

we can to save money,” he said. “And we are 

still borrowing money.”

The situation farmers face is alarming, 

said Rachel Turck, their daughter, who helps 

her father on the farm.

“(Farmers) worked so hard to get where they 

are at,” she said. “And then to just lose every-

thing? It’s hard. And even me coming up (to help), 

it’s hard to even see the way things are going.”

Rachel got her degree in farm management 

and operation program offered by Ridgewater 

College in Willmar. She hopes she’ll one day 

see her family farm reach its second-century 

stage and continue to take care of it.

BECOMING A FARMER

Jim, the youngest of four children, grew up 

on a 23-acre farm and lived in a house right 

A 161-year-
old dairy is 
‘determined’ 
to stay alive
Litchfield-based dairy 
not immune to decline in 
dairy industry
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Rachel Turck listens to her father, Jim 

Turck, talk about the size of his farm and 

letting his cows graze.
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The USDA will offer more than $16 billion 

in programs to help farmers impacted by 

trade disruption and “unjustified retalia-

tion.”

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Per-

due announced May 23 that the USDA will 

take several actions to assist farmers with 

programs that estimate the “impacts of 

unjustified retaliatory tariffs on U.S. agri-

cultural goods and other trade disruptions.”

“China hasn’t played by the rules for a 

long time and President Trump is standing 

up to them, sending the clear message that 

the United States will no longer tolerate 

their unfair trade practices, which include 

non-tariff trade barriers and the theft of in-

tellectual property,” Purdue said in a press 

release. “President Trump has great affection 

for America’s farmers and ranchers, and he 

knows they are bearing the brunt of these 

trade disputes.”

According to the USDA, American farm-

ers have dealt with unjustified retaliatory 

tariffs and years of non-tariff trade disrup-

tions, which have curtailed U.S. exports to 

China. Farmers have experienced the effects 

of U.S.-China trade disruptions for those who 

produce crops such as soybeans and wheat 

and the dairy industry.

“High tariffs disrupt normal marketing 

patterns, raising costs by forcing commodi-

ties to find new markets,” the USDA stated. 

“Additionally, American goods shipped 

to China have been slowed from reaching 

market by unusually strict or cumbersome 

entry procedures, which affect the quality 

and marketability of perishable crops. These 

boost marketing costs and unfairly affect our 

producers.”

Purdue said the plan the USDA announced 

USDA to offer $16B in funds for farmers
Programs to help farmers 
impacted by trade 
retaliation, disrupton

Farmers to A13 ➤ Dairy to A8 ➤


