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UNDEFEATED
AND AT HOME
Hutchinson football is 2-0
and hosts Rocori Friday / A6

MUCH IN HUTCH
THIS WEEKEND

Downtown Library Square will be a
hub of activity for several events / B1
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PLAYING THE FAVORITES: The Garys fea-
turing Gary Mons and Gary Stibal are play-
ing 1-4 p.m. at the Hutchinson VFW, B2.

NO AUDITIONS REQUIRED: The Crow 
River Singers begin their fall rehearsals at 
7 p.m. in the choir room at Peace Lutheran 
Church, Hutchinson, B2.

RUN FOR FUN: It’s the annual Luce Line 
Lace-up. Same-day registration and check-
in begins at 6:30 a.m. at Masonic/West 
River Park in Hutchinson, B2.

NO NEED TO HURRY The Hutchinson 
Farmers Market has extended hours 
8 a.m.-4 p.m., B2.

HONORING SERVICE: Dedication at 
1 p.m. for the new Winsted Veterans Me-
morial, B2.

SHARING THE STORY OF BILLY SUN-
DAY: Author Craig Bishop is giving an 
author talk about his book “Billy Sunday: 
The Baseball Evangelist” at 2 p.m. at the 
McLeod County Historical Museum, B2.

DRINKING FOR A GOOD CAUSE: Support 
the Adult Training and Habilitation Center 
by attending the Winsted Beer Festival 
2:30-5 p.m. at the Winstock Grounds in 
Winsted, B2.

CHEAP READS: The Friends of the  Library 
Used Book Sale is 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday outdoors on Hassan 
Street, B1.

DRESS IT UP: If you’re looking for a good 
deal on used furniture, don’t miss Crow 
River Habitat for Humanity’s second an-
nual Barn Sale Friday and Saturday, B1.

MEET THE ACTORS: Following a 7:15 p.m. 
showing of the new faith-based film “The 
Favorite,” meet actors Hudson and Mark 
Harris at Century 9, B2.
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T
he Hutchinson Best Buy’s last day of 

business is Saturday, Nov. 2.

The news was confirmed Monday 

evening by Boua Xiong with Best 

Buy public relations. The news was 

shared with employees Sunday following a 

decision not to renew the lease at 1350 State 

Highway 15 S.

“At the end of the day, we have to make these 

tough decisions every year when these renewals 

come up,” she said.

Xiong declined to comment further on the 

decision and said it is policy not to disclose 

financial information. She said when the re-

newal came up for discussion, “there was a lot 

of thought that it wasn’t the right fit.”

The store originally opened in 2009. It was in-

cluded on a list of numerous Best Buy stores to 

close in the United States in 2012 but remained 

open at the time.

Xiong said the store has 25 full-time employ-

ees as well as some part-time employees. She 

said there may be opportunities to relocate.

“Realistically, we know Hutchinson is a 

pretty isolated store,” she said. “The closest 

are in the Twin Cities, St. Cloud or Mankato.”

A Best Buy store in Willmar closed in 2016.

Xiong said Best Buy will try to help em-

ployees who wish to stay with the company, 

but those that do not will receive a severance 

package. Other Minnesota stores are expected 

Best Buy closing November
More than 25 employees
affected by the closing
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Best Buy in Hutchinson is closing. The last day of the store is Nov. 2.
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Following the departure of Hutchinson 

School Board Chair Josh Gehlen at the end 

of last month, board members at Monday 

evening’s meeting decided how to proceed.

Vice Chair Keith Ka-

m r at h wa s  nom i n at e d 

by Board Member Byron 

Bettenhausen to fill the 

chair role until the end 

of the year. A new chair 

is selected each January. 

As there were no further 

nomi nations,  K am rat h 

became chair. He previ-

ously served as chair be-

fore Gehlen.

T hat lef t  t he School 

Board to decide how to fill the open posi-

tion until the end of its term. Kamrath 

suggested the Board could create an ad hoc 

committee to make recommendations, or 

the Board could convene a special meeting 

to make a decision.

“I think there is some justification in 

having the Board sit down and visit with the 

people interested in serving on the Board,” 

said Board Member Mike Carls.

The Board agreed to a special meeting at 

6:30 p.m., Monday, Oct. 7, in the district office 

basement conference room.

“We can scan and send all board members 

everyone who has completed the interest 

form,” said superintendent Daron Vander-

Heiden.

The forms are available at the district of-

fice at 30 Glen St. N.W. They are also available 

online at isd423.org. To request a copy of the 

form be emailed, call the district office at 

Kamrath fills 
School Board 
chair opening
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It’s a big, rapidly changing world. With evolv-

ing careers, new fields and changing technol-

ogy, it can be hard to determine which skills 

will be the most handy in five, 10 or 15 years.

A local chapter of an international organi-

zation believes at least one skill will always 

come in handy: communication. That’s why its 

members are excited to invite area students and 

parents to participate in an international event 

coming to Hutchinson this month.

“Most people do not see themselves as public 

speakers. But we all have to communicate,” 

said Jennifer Moore, a sponsor and mother of 

students participating in ECHO.

ECHO, which stands for Expressing Christ’s 

Hope to Others, is part of the Institute for Cul-

tural Communicators, a national organization 

working to prepare students to influence today’s 

culture. Though a goal of the group is to help 

Teaching people the 
art of communication

Two-day international 
program hosted by Institute 
for Cultural Communicators
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Seven Institute of Cultural Communicators interns will lead a two-day workshop titled 

Communicators for Christ in Hutchinson this month. Pictured are, front row, from 

left, Cordell Mackall of Maryland, Aaron Chan of Singapore and Noah Sarmiento of 

New Jersey; back row, Kathryn Qualls of Minnesota, Lydia Bloomer of Ohio, Elyse 

Molewyk of Michigan and Abigail Shepherd of Singapore.

Best buy to A4 ➤

Echo to A4 ➤ School board to A4 ➤


