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Authorities were searching for an elderly 

Hutchinson man this past week who was believed 

to have fallen into the Crow River.

The search began after Gordon Mogard, 75, 

was reported missing Tuesday morning, accord-

ing to a press release from Hutchinson Police 

Chief Tom Gifferson. Much of the search was 

focused on the part of the river around the Sec-

ond Avenue Southeast bridge, which was closed 

off much of the day Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday while crews worked.

Other agencies that assisted with the search 

have included: McLeod County Sheriff’s Office, 

Hutchinson Fire Department, Litchfield Rescue, 

Litchfield Fire Department, Renville County 

Sheriff’s Office, Waconia Fire Department, 

Watertown Fire Department, Carver County 

Sheriff’s Office, Winsted Fire Department, Min-

nesota Search and Rescue Dog Association, and 

North Star Search and Rescue.

No other information was available at press 

time Friday morning, but any updates to the story 

will be available online at hutchinsonleader.com.

Authorities search for missing man 
Police believe he fell into 
the Crow River Tuesday
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Authorities closed the Second Avenue Bridge in Hutchinson most of Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday as they searched for a 

missing elderly man believed to have fallen in the Crow River.

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

While there are no major elections on 

the ballot this November, area voters will 

have plenty to consider as local schools have 

pitched a variety of bond referendum and 

operating levy proposals.

Voters in each district will decide the fate 

of these measures. Bond referendums are 

used specifically to finance bonds, which can 

be used only for building and maintenance 

Education on November ballots
Local voters have 
decisions to make for 
their schools next month

The brown panels 

in the windows of 

Park Elementary are 

meant to reduce heat 

absorption. Energy 

effi ciency is an issue 

at the school, in 

part due to the older 

windows without 

modern glazing. 

This is just one of 

the issues the School 

Board is looking 

to address with a 

possible referendum.
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I
n 1931, librarian S. R. Ranganathan pro-

posed five guiding rules for libraries. The 

third rule states that every book has a 

place, for it has value to someone.

“I truly believe that, ‘Every book its 

reader, and every reader its book,’” said Rach-

elle Golde, Hutchinson Public Library’s new 

youth services librarian, when asked about her 

favorite book for young readers. “This means 

that there is a special favorite book out there 

for everyone, and it’s a wonderful moment when 

the library gets the privilege of helping a young 

person find this book.”

That’s not to say she doesn’t have her own 

special favorite book.

“Many of my favorite titles will show up in li-

brary programming and story times,” she said.

Golde, who has worked at Hutchinson Pub-

lic Library for 2 1/2 years, may already be a 

familiar face to some due to her role as teen 

services librarian. Following the departure of 

longtime children’s librarian Sherry Lund last 

month, the two positions were combined into 

youth services.

“Previously, I primarily worked with middle 

school and high school students doing program-

ming and collection development,” Golde said. “I 

will still be doing programming and collection 

development, just on a larger scale since I will 

now be covering all ages of youth.”

Fall and winter programs that have been 

scheduled will remain the same for the most 

part, but Golde said library visitors should keep 

an eye out for new programs, events, books and 

displays in the future. Those can be tracked on 

the library’s Facebook page and at hutchinson.

lib.mn.us.

“I really enjoy doing makerspace programs 

with kids of all ages,” Golde said. “Makerspaces 

allow kids to play and experiment with various 

arts and crafts, as well as STEM (science, technol-

ogy, engineering and math) projects. It’s a great 

way to incorporate hands-on learning at any age.”

She also loves reading out loud to children of 

all ages.

“Story time and teen book club are some 

of my favorite youth programs,” Golde said.

As youth services librarian, Golde will 

keep an eye on the full story of young read-

ers. She said books provide valuable lessons 

early on, even for children too young to read 

or interpret illustrations.

A librarian for all age children
Rachelle Golde will 
guide all youth on their 
reading journey
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Rachelle Golde is the Hutchinson Public 

Library’s new youth services librarian, 

but she’s no stranger. She’s been working 

at the library since 2017.

BY MITCH ABRAHAM

abraham@hutchinsonleader.com

More senior housing is the goal of a pro-

posed expansion project at Prince of Peace 

Retirement Living in the 300 block of Glen 

Street Southwest, Hutchinson.

“We’re looking at closing and breaking 

ground on about Nov. 1,” said Prince of 

Peace executive director Merline Duering, 

who spoke to the Hutchinson City Council 

during its Sept. 24 meeting.

The project would include 11 new apart-

ment units and 14 garages and would cost 

approximately $3.5 million. The facility is 

requesting tax-exempt financing through 

the city. A public hearing is scheduled for 

Oct. 22.

“Tax-exempt financing provides the 

lowest interest rates for this project,” said 

city finance director Andy Reid. “But un-

fortunately nonprofits like Prince of Peace 

can’t issue tax-exempt debt directly, so they 

rely on the city to be the conduit to issue 

that debt.”

It’s important to note that conduit debt 

wouldn’t obligate the city in any way, ac-

cording to Reid, and Prince of Peace would 

be the sole entity paying the bond debt. The 

Prince of 
Peace plans 
expansion
Retirement facility’s 
proposed project includes 
new units and garages
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A proposed expansion at Prince of 

Peace Retirement Living calls for 11 

new units and 14 garages.

School to A12 ➤

Librarian to A5 ➤

Expansion to A9 ➤


