
BY VINNY HARVIEUX

sports@hutchinsonleader.comv

E
mma Kraft was in sixth grade when 

she had to make a choice that would 

affect the course of the rest of her 

life: golf or softball.

Well, there was no softball for the 

middle school that year, so the 2018 Hutchinson 

High School graduate picked up a club and gave 

golf a whirl. The rest, as they say, is history.

“My dad played golf, and my grandpa and 

uncle,” Kraft said. “They’ve always tried to get me 

to play golf. Shortly after that, they couldn’t get me 

off the course and I’ve been playing ever since.”

We’ll never know what kind of softball player 

Emma might have been, but as a golfer she 

showed talent all the way through high school, 

earning all-conference nods her final three 

years. That talent has extended into college at 

Augsburg University, where she is one of four 

finalists in the 2020 Auggie Awards for Women’s 

Athlete of the Year in an individual sport.

Kraft shot in the 80s in seven of her 10 rounds 

Kraft tees off with Auggies
A Hutchinson grad has 
been nominated for a top 
award after leading the 
Augsburg women’s golf 
team last fall
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Emma Kraft, a 2018 Hutchinson High School graduate, tees off during the 2019 

MIAC Championships at Pebble Creek Golf Course in Becker this past fall. Kraft is 

a sophomore member of the Augsburg women’s golf team and was nominated for an 

Auggie Award for Women’s Athlete of the Year in an individual sport.
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Local lawmakers aren’t enthusiastic about 

a push by Secretary of State Steve Simon to 

expand mail voting in Minnesota in response 

to COVID-19.

He appeared before the Minnesota House 

Subcommittee on Elections during a digital 

meeting to support a bill that would permit 

him to send each registered voter a ballot in 

the mail. The proposal would be limited to 

peacetime emergencies in response to infec-

tious disease outbreaks. The number of poll-

ing places could be reduced while elections 

administrators would be given more time to 

process ballots under the proposal. He also 

proposed giving his office the power to change 

polling locations, citing the need to move them 

from vulnerable locations such as senior care 

facilities. Candidates would 

also be able to file by mail, 

fax or email.

A witness signature is 

required for mail-in voting.

“The administration of 

elections has become a public 

health issue,” Simon said. 

“Minnesotans should not 

have to choose between their 

health and their right to vote. 

After talking with elections 

professionals from all levels of government 

throughout the state, the goal became very 

clear to me: We need to minimize exposure at 

polling places and maximize voting by mail.”

Rep. Glenn Gruenhagen, R-Glencoe, said 

the house caucus opposed the proposal, and 

he did as well because of, “the 

amount of fraud that can take 

place with mail-in ballots.” 

He said voters should have to 

show an identification at the 

polls or obtain an absentee 

ballot. He said absentee vot-

ing must accommodate those 

with disabilities or safety 

concerns.

“But I do oppose a total 

mail-in vote,” he said.

Gr uenhagen felt  the 

health risk of voting at the polls would be 

mitigated by the time state primaries come 

around in August.

Rep. Dean Urdahl, R-Acton Township, 

acknowledged that Minnesota presently has 

mail-in ballots, but questioned if it was wise 

to have everyone do so.

“I think we need to approach this with some 

caution,” he said. “It’s worked well when it’s 

spread out the way it is.”

Urdahl said it was fortunate that the cur-

rent system has caused little fraud, “but I am 

Legislators 
grapple with 
election safety
Local lawmakers oppose 
mail-in voting proposal 
during pandemic
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Libraries are our go-to places for everything 

from books, magazines and newspapers to free 

internet, Wi-Fi, tax forms and more. The CO-

VID-19 pandemic has changed how we access 

library services. While the doors are closed, it’s 

in business, but maybe not business as usual.

“Although our regularly scheduled library 

programs have been canceled or indefinitely 

postponed, it has been rewarding to see the 

wealth of support and online sharing from our 

previously scheduled performers,” said Katy 

Hiltner, head librarian.

For instance, this month Jen Anfinson was 

scheduled to share a library-sponsored jewelry-

making class at the Hutchinson Center for the 

Arts. While the program has been canceled, 

Anfinson is now posting activities on her studio 

Facebook page. The library has added this link 

to its Facebook page.

In early May, Minnesota children’s author 

Mary Bleckwehl was scheduled to present 

two programs at New Discoveries Montessori 

Academy. Following the cancellation of her 

programs, Bleckwehl sent along children’s 

activities sheets, which tie in with her books.

“Despite the adversity, people are coming 

together to help one another and are finding 

creative ways to stay connected,” Hiltner said.

So what is happening at the library? To find 

out, the Leader reached out to Hiltner; Rachelle 

Golde, library staff member; Rachel Randall, 

youth services assistant; and Carolyn Ulrich, 

president of the library board, to talk about the 

current state of the Hutchinson Public Library 

and new programs.

This is the first time in my memory 

libraries have been closed. How does that 

feel? How are you reaching out to people 

during this unprecedented event?

Hiltner: As everyone would agree, these are 

challenging and unprecedented times. While 

it’s unusual to have closed libraries, we are find-

ing other ways to reach out to our communities. 

Library staff is working from home as much as 

possible to increase libraries’ digital presence. 

We’ve been regularly updating the Hutchinson 

Public Library’s webpage as well as the library’s 
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Minnesotans can now see more information on 

a unique coronavirus model that Gov. Tim Walz 

has leaned on to make decisions about responding 

to the pandemic.

The University of Minnesota’s School of Public 

Health and the Minnesota Department of Health 

on Friday released several scenarios, assump-

tions, technical details and other aspects of an 

epidemiological model that projects the spread 

of COVID-19 and how responses like stay-at-home 

orders and hospital capacity might change that 

spread and, ultimately, the death toll.

There’s still no slick website, such as those of 

several other national models, but that’s com-

ing, officials pledged. Friday morning’s release 

amounts to a significant step toward transpar-

ency as an undercurrent of public dissent brews 

among what at times feels like a nation of arm-

chair epidemiologists.

How the release of the information might affect 

that dynamic remains to be seen.

Based on questions from reporters during the 

presentation, and a subsequent one later in the 

day, the media itself remains somewhere along 

a learning curve of the nuanced dynamics that 

go into making projections that are inherently 

uncertain about a virus unknown to human-

ity before December. Based on some threads on 

social media, at least some portion of skeptics 

appeared to only solidify their skepticism.

WHAT YOU CAN SEE

On the state’s recently released COVID-19 

home page — MN.gov/covid19, which provides 

figures ranging from hospital capacity to con-

firmed cases — there’s a new button at the bottom 

that takes you to a landing page for “MN CO-

VID-19 Modeling.” Type that phrase into a search 

engine and the page will likely be a top result.

In addition to an introduction, there are sev-

eral additional resources. Among them:

 ■ A YouTube video replay of  Friday’s 11 a.m. 

briefi ng to reporters. In it, Stefan Gildemeister, the 

Poetry, knitting and coding, 
the library continues online
The Hutchinson Public 
Library is in business, but 
it’s not business as usual
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Carolyn Ulrich, president of the 

Hutchinson Library Board, is pictured 

with one of two wingback chairs 

upholstered with her crewel embroidery. 

Love knitting? Check out Ulrich’s new 

“Bamboo Stitch Hat” project on the 

library’s website at hutchinson.lib.mn.us/

creative-projects/.

U of M lifts veil on coronavirus model 2.0
More information is 
available about the model 
Gov. Walz is using to make 
decisions
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