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G
ood weather and few interruptions 

have helped progress on the down-

town Litchfield street reconstruc-

tion project.

So well has work gone that 

reconstruction of the U.S. Highway 12/State 

Highway 22 intersection, originally slated to 

begin July 5, began six weeks early, on May 14.

The earlier start on the intersection means an 

earlier closure of the intersection and the east-

bound portion of Highway 12 to North Holcombe 

Avenue. But it also means the entire project 

could be completed before its originally antici-

pated date, according to a news release from the 

Minnesota Department of Transportation.

The project, which began March 30 and is 

now scheduled to run through mid-September, 

is a major reconstruction of the roadway and 

city infrastructure.

Installation of storm sewer in the downtown 

is finished. Sanitary sewer and water main 

work continues about a block behind the storm 

sewer work and was expected to finish this 

Meeker Memorial Hospital & Clinics is 

preparing to reopen its surgical depart-

ment and resume elective surgeries while 

remaining prepared for any COVID-19 

surge.

“I’m proud of our team here at Meeker 

Memorial for coming together and design-

ing a plan to safely reopen our surgical 

department,” said Kurt Waldbillig, CEO of 

Meeker Memorial Hospital & Clinics. “This 

plan allows us to serve the surgical needs 

of our patients and places the highest prior-

ity on the safety of our patients and staff.”

The Litchfield-based hospital will con-

tinue to follow guidelines from the Minne-

sota Department of Health and Centers for 

Disease Control and Preventions, accord-

ing to a news release.

Meeker Memorial has numerous safety 

and infection control protocols in place to 

help mitigate the spread 

of COVID-19 and protect 

both patients and staff, 

including:

 ■ Enhanced visitor re-

strictions designed to help 

minimize the number of  

outside individuals enter-

ing the facility.

 ■ Universal masking 

at both the hospital and 

clinics.

 ■ Staff  greeters at main entrances to the 

hospital and clinics to screen patients. If  a 

patient screens positive for symptoms of  

COVID-19, they are taken to a designated 

waiting area or exam room.

 ■ Real-time monitoring and tracking of  

the usage and current supply of  personal 

protective equipment.

 ■ Our environmental 

services staf f  has en-

hanced the cleaning in all 

areas of  the hospital and 

clinics including patient 

rooms, exam rooms and 

staff  areas.

 ■ Increased capabilities 

for virtual patient care vis-

its with Meeker Memorial 

providers.

“It’s been a collective 

effort involving nurses, providers and 

Meeker Memorial leadership team,” said 

Dr. Deb Peterson, Meeker Memorial chief 

medical officer. “This intense planning was 

required to meet the requirements of the 

executive order, and we’ve taken the neces-

sary precautions to make sure our patients 

feel safe getting the care they need.”
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Call it Plan C. As in CO-

VID-19. Or a third try.

Both fit Litchfield School 

District’s efforts to honor the 

graduating class of 2020, which 

turned to a third option last 

week when high school Princi-

pal Jason Michels announced 

a plan for a drive-by ceremony 

in the school parking lot on 

Saturday, May 30.

The plan — necessitated 

by the COVID-19 pandemic and state social 

distancing directives — followed the original 

plan for an indoor commencement at the high 

school, and a “Plan B” outdoor ceremony at the 

football stadium.

“There has been some challenges with com-

mencement,” Michels told the school board 

during a virtual meeting May 11. “I think we’ve 

found a sweet spot where we can be responsible” 

and still have a ceremony.

The drive-by commencement on May 30, 

would be followed by a virtual commencement 

broadcast on KLFD at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, May 31.

Michels said that since the pandemic turned 

regular school planning of all sorts on its head, 

he has maintained contact with LHS seniors in 

an attempt to get their input on an appropriate 

and acceptable graduation salute.

He surveyed seniors in an email on May 1, 

and received nearly 90 responses. Then he met 

with a group of 94 seniors in a Google Meet 

session on May 5.

“Everybody was given a chance to provide 

input,” he said. “In terms of complaining and 

negativity, there was absolutely none. I was 

extremely proud of the kids and how they 

handled it.”

For some members of the class of 2020, “this 

is a big deal … for others it’s not” and there are 

others “in between,” he said.

After those meetings, Michels believed they 

had a responsible plan for commencement at the 

football field that would allow for recommended 

social distancing but also provide the stage for 

seniors to walk and collect their diplomas.

But that all changed when the Department 

of Education, Office of Higher Education and 

Department of Health on May 8 issued guide-

lines that promoted virtual commencement 

ceremonies and prohibited indoor graduations 

as well as large outdoor gatherings in places 

like stadiums or football fields.

“We know that many schools have consid-

ered ceremonies outside in stadiums or football 

fields,” the guidelines said. “In-person social 

gatherings with people from multiple house-

holds, even in situations where ample space 

between attendees could be accommodated, 

does not comply with social distancing prac-

tices and introduces a great deal of contact 

unpredictability and increases the potential 

for disease transmission. These gatherings are 

not considered safe at any size and will not be 

permitted.”

The state also recommended against a plan 

by some school districts to delay graduation cer-

emonies until later in the summer in hopes that 

a more traditional ceremony could still be held.

“While we recognize the desire to honor 
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AHEAD OF SCHEDULE
Highway reconstruction moving at a brisk pace
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An excavator sits atop a pile of crushed concrete roadway at the intersection of U.S. Highway 12 and State Highway 22. Work at 

the intersection began May 14, six weeks ahead of schedule.

A sign on the sidewalk leading from Burger King to the 12/22 intersection 

proclaimed the obvious — “Sidewalk Closed” — last week as work on the intersection 

began.Highway to 2 
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Meeker Memorial prepares to resume surgical procedures


