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A
bout six months ago, the McLeod 

County Board approved $100,000 

to make the 150th anniversary 

of the McLeod County Fair free 

for all. This past week, it agreed 

unanimously to keep the change going for a 

few more years.

The original $100,000 investment came from 

American Rescue Plan Act funds, and the 

same is true for the $400,000 needed to offset 

the entrance gate revenue for 2023, 2024, 2025 

and 2026. The figure is based on the average 

revenue generated in gate admission fees. Free 

fair attendance was originally discussed by 

the board as a one-time investment, but a posi-

tive year of attendance had members speaking 

enthusiastically of extending the investment.

“The success was pretty easy to see this 

year,” said board Vice Chairnan Paul Wright. 

“We’re at the point where we can allocate dol-

lars. I think it’s a great way to get the commu-

nity out and enjoy what is all there.”

“You think when somebody gives you some 

money, it’d be pretty easy to spend it,” said 

Chairman Doug Krueger. “Well, it’s easy to 

A fair free-for-all
County Board approves additional funding to keep admission free for next four years
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The streets at the 2022 McLeod County Fair were so fi lled with fairgoers during the weekend, it almost resembled the Minnesota 

State Fair.

Voters went to the polls in McLeod County 

and throughout the country Tuesday with 

many key races on the ballot for local, state and 

federal office.

Hutchinson voters saw contested races for 

two city council seats, three school board seats, 

county attorney and others on the ballot.

Meanwhile, there were contested races for 

state House District 17A and Senate District 

17 to be considered, in addition to the full 

slate of constitutional offices, from governor 

to auditor. Voters also were confronted with a 

choice in U.S. House District 7, as well as some 

judicial seats.

Local election 
results can be 
found online
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The McLeod County Board agreed this past 

week to set aside major American Rescue Plan 

Act funds for upcoming projects and plans, 

the largest being a $2.7 million allocation for 

fairgrounds and parks.

Those funds would target eligible enhance-

ment and improvement projects.

“This is undoubtedly a lot of money, and it 

should catch peoples’ attention,” said board 

Vice Chairman Paul Wright. “We’ve had long 

range planning on the fairgrounds, we’re in 

the process of the parks plan. These are public 

assets, amenities, that we have here not only for 

our constituents, but also bring people through 

McLeod County.”

While the county often looks at project ideas, 

when it comes to figuring out how to fit them 

in the budget, there is no room.

“This is a way to definitely do some improve-

ments, some repairs, without having to use 

levy funds,” Wright said, “and be able to devote 

some time into planning some of those projects 

without wasting a lot of time planning a project 

and then at the end we don’t have money for it. 

This is an opportunity to cover a lot of ground.”

The $2.7 million will be set aside, with indi-

vidual expenditures reviewed as each project 

is brought to the Board.

“We’ll cross the projects as they come,” said 

board Chairman Doug Krueger.

Another major investment was $45,000 

for the County Ditch 11 wetland project in 

County makes major parks investment
Board approves $2.7 
million in American 
Rescue Plan funds for 
parks, fairground use
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The beach on Belle Lake at Piepenburg Park is small but provides plenty of room for play. It’s just one of six parks McLeod 

County maintains. Learn more about the park system at tinyurl.com/mcleodparks.
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The McLeod County Beyond the Yellow Rib-

bon Committee hopes to revitalize itself with 

some new blood.

During a McLeod County Board meeting 

this past week, new BTYR steering committee 

chairman James Entinger said that at a Nov. 16 

stakeholders meeting, a change from monthly 

to quarterly meetings will be discussed in 

response to dwindling participation. The secre-

tary position on the committee is open.

“When I was appointed in April, the former 

chairman had to step down for medical rea-

sons,” Entinger explained.

Shortly after, the committee took on its an-

nual task of distributing flag pins — donated by 

the Hutchinson DAV — to graduating seniors 

who have committed to military service. This 

year, 15 seniors from Hutchinson, Glencoe and 

Lester Prairie received the pins.

“One of our main workers also had to step 

down for medical reasons. So, it was basically 

me and Cassandra (Carrigan),” Entinger said.

In the future, BTYR hopes to have a small 

Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon committee 
seeks new members

Organization looks at 
changes to reinvigorate 
veterans support efforts
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