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O
tto “Woody” Anderberg will 

long remember Aug. 31. It’s 

not every day you’re treated 

to a lights-flashing-and-horns-

blasting escort by the Hutchin-

son police and fire departments. The 

100-year-old World War II veteran who rode 

in a DAV-supplied van was on his way to 

Butler Field for the flight of a lifetime.

Anderberg, who lives at Harmony River, 

a Presbyterian Homes and Services senior 

living community in Hutchinson, was 

a participant in Operation September 

Freedom.

Sponsored by Dream Flights, the non-

profit organization launched Operation 

September Freedom Dec. 7, 2020, with a 

mission to locate and honor as many World 

War II veterans as possible with free Dream 

Flights. The coast-to-coast national tour 

began Aug. 1 and runs through September. 

Volunteer pilots are flying six restored 

Boeing Stearman biplanes and stopping in 

towns wherever WWII veterans live to fly 

them 1,000 feet into the air for a 15-20 minute 

ride. Since 2011, Dream Flights has hon-

ored more than 4,200 seniors and veterans 

with biplane rides. Operation September 

Freedom is Dream Flights’ first tour with 

a mission of honoring veterans who served 

in a particular war.

After several speeches, the singing of 
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Thanks to Dream Flights, WWII vet Otto ‘Woody’ 
Anderberg took a spin in the 1943 Spirit of Wisconsin

Otto “Woody” Anderberg gives 

a thumbs-up sign Tuesday 

indicating he was ready to go 

for his Dream Flight at Butler 

Field in Hutchinson. Anderberg, 

a 100-year-old resident at 

Harmony River in Hutchinson, 

is a World War II veteran.
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When six Litchfield area high schoolers take 

to Gull Lake in Brainerd this weekend, they’ll 

not only be vying for top rankings in the Minne-

sota Junior Bass State Tournament — they’ll be 

competing for a large club that represents more 

than than the typical high school sports team.

“There is a ton of support,” said 10th-grader 

Nick Eckhoff. “Our club is good. They include 

everyone. It’s just fun being part of it.”

The three pairs are all members of Litchfield 

Students Anglers Club as well as a league of 

more than 46 students of all ages from around 

the county that have been learning, teaching 

and improving together.

“We consider that the whole team,” said 

coach Daniel Anderson.

Joining Eckhoff this weekend is 10th-grader 

Gabe Laplante, the partner he qualified with at 

a local division tournament. They’ll be joined 

by partners Reegan Brummond, a junior, and 

Evan Holtz, a sophomore, and freshman part-

ners Carson Brummond and Micah Mattson.

This won’t be the club’s first high-level 

competition. As recently as June, Brummond, 

Holtz, Jesse Heid and Jackson Baker partici-

pated in the Bass Federation High School Na-

tional Tournament on Lake Hartwell in South 

Carolina. That achievement, as well as others, 

has given the club confidence.

“We actually just competed at the (Student 

Angler Tournament Trail) on Leech Lake,” 

Anderson said. “They got fourth place at that 

tournament out of 28. The three (groups) at the 

tournament get a combined score. They give 

out trophies. ... There were a lot of big schools 

and we did well.”

Angling for success
Six Litchfield area youth
to compete at state 
tourney, with national 
berth on the line
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The angling duo of Carson Brummond 

and Micah Mattson share their catches 

from the qualifi er on Lake Minnewaska.
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Jerry Hokkala didn’t buy his first bow and 

arrows until he was 40 years old.

Despite the late start, he became a highly 

respected — and record-breaking — participant 

in the sport during the next three decades. And 

last month, Hokkala’s stellar archery career 

earned him induction in the Minnesota Ar-

chery Hall of Fame.

“It’s nice recognition,” Hokkala, who lives 

on Lake Francis said. “I’m super proud of this.”

Hokkala was one of seven people inducted 

during a ceremony Aug. 14 when more than 180 

people crowded into the South Haven City Hall 

for the ceremony.

They gathered to celebrate a career that — so 

far — has included:

 ■ 5 Minnesota Bowhunters Inc. state cham-

pionships;

 ■ 1 Archery Shooters Association champion-

ship;

 ■ 2 Minnesota State NAA state champion-

ships;

 ■ 5 Minnesota Archers Alliance champion-

ships;

 ■ 64 Minnesota State Archery Association 

tournament championships.

And as if the various state tournament cham-

pionships were not enough, Hokkala also set 39 

state records, some of which still stand.

It’s an impressive resume, especially for 

someone who wasn’t all that sure that he had 

time for archery back in the late 1980s.

According to Hokkala, it was only after a 

close friend “bugged me” incessantly to give 

bow hunting a try that he finally consented 

to going into the field to learn about the sport.

“All I ever did was gun hunt,” Hokkala said. 

“But, so I finally went with him, and I was 

hooked. I thought, ‘I gotta do this. This is just 

awesome.’ And that’s how it started.”

Not long after that first experience afield, 

Hokkala purchased his first bow. And he sought 

advice on how to improve his archery skills.

“I knew that my buddy wasn’t going to teach 

me how to shoot real good, because he didn’t 

know how to do it himself,” Hokkala said with 

a laugh.

He went to another old friend from school, 

who he knew was an experienced bow hunter.

“Jerry (Sandel) introduced me to target ar-

chery,” he said. “And from there on, I got into 

target archery.”

Before long, he was working with Roger and 

Targeted 
for fame
Jerry Hokkala earns 
induction into state 
Archery Hall of Fame
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Jerry Hokkala didn’t pick up archery 

until he was 40, but once he did, he 

became one of the best target archers in 

the state.

Flight to 3 ➤

Fishing to 3 ➤ Hokkala to 3 ➤
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