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Properly communicating and educating 

voters about the November referendum was an 

issue that emerged during a Litchfield School 

Board discussion Monday.

The School Board will place three questions 

on the ballot Nov. 5. One question will deal with 

an operating levy to provide additional fund-

ing for classroom instruction. Meanwhile, two 

questions will focus on bonding, which involves 

building construction or improvements.

A great deal of social media communication 

via Facebook and Twitter is ongoing, said Ryan 

Hoffman, program manager for ICS Consult-

ing, the company assisting the district with 

the project.

“Along with a variety of things on the paper,” 

Hoffman said, “and the radio, website, posters, 

flyers, as you see here, we have fast facts out 

in all the buildings at this point, in the main 
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N
early 40 people gathered to dedicate 

a 625-acre tract of land in Meeker 

County as a state wildlife manage-

ment area Saturday.

The dedication comes after the 

Meeker County Pheasants Forever chapter pur-

chased the $2.1 million property just southwest 

of Kimball. The land, known as the Kingston 

Wildlife Management Area, becomes the largest 

wildlife area in the county open to the public for 

hunting pheasants, deer, turkey, ducks or rab-

bits, or to simply enjoy the wildlife experience.

State Rep. Dean L. Urdahl said that he’s heard 

from people concerned about preserving the 

land in Meeker County over the years. During 

the recession in 2008, Minnesota’s voters passed 

the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment 

to the Minnesota Constitution. The amendment 

seeks to protect drinking water sources, to pro-

tect, enhance and restore wetlands, prairies, 

forests and fish, game, and wildlife habitat, to 

preserve arts and cultural heritage, to support 

parks and trails, and to protect, enhance, and 

restore lakes, rivers, streams, and groundwater.

“I think this is a unique piece of land that 

the future generations will appreciate,” Urdahl 

said. “Particularly this one is an excellent 

example of what the Legacy Amendment was 

all about, and what it should and could do… A 

tremendous example of cooperation between 

the state, non-profits and groups, sportsmen 

to get 625 contiguous acres … to preserve it for 

the future.”

The land acquisition funds came from the 

state’s Clean Water and Land Legacy Amendment, 

and North American Wetlands Conservation, 

which each contributed $650,000. An additional 

New wildlife area becomes largest in Meeker County
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Jeff Miller, member of local Pheasant Forever chapter is moderating the dedication of the new state wildlife preserve, which is 

Meeker County’s largest wildlife area.

Pheasants Forever established this 

monument Sept. 4, which lists all the 

contributing partners and organizations 

that made the purchase of the Kingston 

Wildlife Management Area a reality.

‘UNIQUE’ LAND
FOR PUBLIC ENJOYMENT

Land to A2 ➤

BY SARV MITHAQIYAN

smithaqiyan@independentreview.net

Chris Olson officially started in the role of 

Lake Ripley’s new elementary school principal 

Tuesday.

Olson was an English teacher at Litchfield 

Middle School for 16 years, after he graduated 

from Bemidji State University with a bachelor’s 

degree in arts and literature in 2003. Olson also 

coached the boys hockey team, middle school 

softball and junior varsity softball.

“I absolutely, 100 percent, will miss coach-

ing,” Olson said. “I mean, it’s a huge part of who 

I am. But there again, what I’ll miss most about 

it is the relationship piece of it. You know, the 

relationship with players. The relationship I 

had with my coaches that I coached with, that’s 

a huge piece of why I did it for so long. And so, 

to be done doing it is different, but at the same 

time the experience that I gained as a coach, 

as a teacher and teaching multiple abilities, 

and coaching multiple abilities, you learn a lot 

of how to be around all kinds of people – as a 

principal here.”

He obtained a master’s degree in education 

and his administrative license from St. Mary’s 

University in 2006. And after many hours of in-

ternships and further coursework, he received 

an administrative degree from Concordia Uni-

versity in July 2018.
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Chris Olson is the new face of Lake Ripley 

Elementary School as the new principal.
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Two weeks after approving an ordinance 

that would have raised the legal age to pur-

chase tobacco and e-cigarette products to 21, 

the Litchfield City Council did a unanimous 

about face.

The Council, on a 7-0 vote, approved a resolu-

tion offered by Mayor Keith Johnson Tuesday 

to reject the second reading of the ordinance 

that had passed on a 5-2 vote Aug. 26.

“I just feel we have a lot of questions to ask,” 

Johnson said in the lead-up to his resolution.

That echoed concerns voiced by other coun-

cil members about not having enough time to 

consider the ramifications of the ordinance. 

Most also mentioned that they had heard from 

many people on the topic, including conve-

nience store managers who could be affected 

by the ordinance.

Johnson originally asked City Administra-

tor David Cziok if the ordinance could be tabled, 

allowing time for the City Council to convene 

a workshop to go through the ordinance in 

more detail.

Tabling would be acceptable, Cziok said after 

consulting with City Attorney Mark Wood, but 

if during the work session Council members 

decided the ordinance needed changes, it would 

require starting the process again.

On that advice, Johnson resolved to simply 

kill the ordinance and start over. As part of 

the resolution, he asked that the staff schedule 

a work session for the Council’s next meeting, 

at which the ordinance can be reviewed “line 

by line.” That meeting will be Monday, Sept. 16.

Council members Ron Dingmann and Vern 

Loch Jr., who voted against the ordinance at 

Council backtracks on tobacco ordinance

FILE PHOTO 

Hutchinson City Council is considering a smoking ban in city parks.
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