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L
itchfield High School saw 116 seniors 

graduate during commencement 

ceremonies Saturday afternoon in 

the high school gym.

Four members of the Class of 

2021 were the event’s featured speakers. Tyson 

Michels, senior class president, offered the 

welcome. Meanwhile, Hazel Chvatal, Sydney 

Jackman and Portia Lawrence gave addresses, 

recalling the past, looking at the present and 

taking a glimpse into the future of the class.

Litchfield Public Schools Superintendent 

Beckie Simenson and LHS Principal Jason 

Michels also spoke.

LHS Concert Choir performed “Omnia Sol” 

and Concert Band played “Walking to the Sky.”

And then, the moment everyone came for 

— students climbed steps to the stage, crossed 

and received their diplomas from School Board 

members Darrin Anderson and Greg Mathews.

See more photographic coverage of the event 

on Page 14.

BY KAY JOHNSON

Monday, May 31, is Memorial Day. Obser-

vances are returning this year after most were 

canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020.

While Veterans Day celebrates the service of 

all U.S. military veterans, Memorial Day honors 

those who died in service to their country.

The federal holiday, which is observed the 

last Monday of May, began in the South during 

the American Civil War. Women gathered to 

decorate the graves of the Confederate dead. 

The tradition continued after the war. It was 

John Logan, commander in chief of the Grand 

Army of the Republic, who in 1868 issued Gen-

eral Order 11 designating May 30 as a memorial 

day “for the purpose of strewing with flowers 

or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades 

who died in defense of their country during the 

late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in al-

most every city, village, and hamlet churchyard 

in the land.”

For many years, Memorial Day was observed 

on May 30. This changed in 1971, when federal 

law changed the observance to the last Monday 

in May and extended the honor to all soldiers 

BY BRENT SCHACHERER

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

Near the end of an interview 

in which he talked at length 

about the challenges and disap-

pointments of growing up as 

one of the few black children in 

town, Noah Kreger stopped, as 

if to set the right tone for every-

thing that had come before.

“One thing that I kind of 

want to add is that, in growing 

up in Litchfield and enduring 

the challenges of being the 

only black person … that really did mold me into 

a certain type of person,” said Kreger, a 2017 

Litchfield High School graduate who graduated 

from the University of Minnesota this spring. “It 

made me seek out certain challenges and face 

things head on.”

It is that history and that person he has become 

that prompted Kreger to contact Litchfield Com-

munity Education earlier this year to set up two 

meetings in June, in which he hopes to bring the 

topic of race out into the open in his hometown.

“Let’s Talk: A Community Conversation on 

Race & Racism” is set for 6-8 p.m. June 8 and 22 at 

Litchfield High School. As the name of the meet-

ings implies, Kreger said, he’s inviting people 

to have a conversation about a topic that doesn’t 

often happen in a public forum in Litchfield. The 

two nights aim to “create an outlet for powerful 

conversations, expand knowledge, and create a 

support network for the Litchfield community,” 

according to a promotional poster Kreger put 

together.

Though some who live here might think that 

race and racism are big-city topics that are best 

left for big-city forums, Kreger believes it’s impor-

tant to have this type of conversation everywhere 

and anywhere. Especially these days.

The killing of George Floyd in police custody 

in May 2020 in Minneapolis struck a chord with 

many, including Kreger. When a local group 

planned a vigil in Central Park last June, one 

of the organizers, who attended Litchfield High 

School with Kreger, asked him if he would speak.

It’s the kind of thing that happens when you’re 

a minority in a rural Midwestern town, and it 

could have been uncomfortable, but Kreger said 

he knew the group and the event had the right 

intentions.

“You know, there’s an aspect of tokenism, 

where you kind of are put on a pedestal, just to 

be a placeholder,” Kreger said. “And I wouldn’t 

have done that if I thought that’s what it was go-

ing to be like. But I truly thought that everybody 

Kreger to 2 ➤

Memorial to 3 ➤

Let’s Talk
Litchfield graduate
Noah Kreger invites 
community to a 
conversation about race

Noah
Kreger

Honoring the fallen
On Memorial Day, we 
honor those who died in 
service to their country
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Following the parade at 9:30 a.m. Monday, May 31, there will be a short Memorial Day 

program at Litchfi eld Cemetery. Pictured are the 50 American fl ags along the Avenue 

of Flags at the cemetery.

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRENT SCHACHERER

The newly graduated Litchfi eld High School Class of 2021 fi ll the gymnasium air with graduation caps at the conclusion of 

Saturday’s commencement.

Wilfredo Villela offered a defi nition of 

graduate — “ME” — on the top of his 

graduation cap.

Jud Dollerschell gives a smile and a 

happy wave of his hands as he makes his 

way with classmates to commencement.

On to the future
Members of Litchfield Class of 2021 receive their diplomas


