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center effort into
clearer focus
School Board approves
ballot question,
foundation commits
funds to project
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Jonathan Slinden stands in his cover crops field, one of several conservation efforts he has engaged in at his rural Grove City
farm. Slinden’s practices helped make him and his family Meeker County Soil and Water Conservation District’s Outstanding
Conservationists of the Year for 2021.

‘Locally led conservation’ effort helps farmers
like Grove City’s Jonathon Slinden develop
projects and practices
BY TIM RUZEK
Mower County SWCD

I

n early May, Jonathan Slinden was watching the weather and neighboring Meeker
County farmers starting to plant their
crops.
While he was preparing to plant his roughly
1,000 acres on mostly rolling hills, Slinden also
was already appreciating the sight of crops
growing in parts of his fields.
“The covers are taking off with the heat this
week,” Slinden said May 5 about his 80 acres of
cereal rye cover crops.
Planted outside of Grove City, the cover
crops had done well with preventing erosion

during a wet spring and showed more growth
than most of his other four years of using them.
“When I was planting (May 24), I was a little
fearful about how tall it was because it can get
tough to kill,” Slinden said three days later
about his cover crops.
Slinden has long had interest in cover
crops, reduced tillage and other conservation
practices. Financial and logistical challenges,
however, delayed the transition until he
reached out to conservation staff co-located in
Litchfield, with Meeker Soil & Water Conservation District and USDA-Natural Resource
Conservation Service.
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District’s construction house brings record price at auction
Bid of $162,000 beats
previous high by more
than $50,000
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A booming housing market and reputation
for a quality product earned the best price
ever for Litchfield High School’s construction
trade house.
The house, constructed by students during
the 2021-22 school year, drew a winning bid
of $162,000 during an online auction in July.
That’s $57,000 more than the next-highest sale
($105,000 in 2020) and should result in the largest profit ever.
Business Manager Jesse Johnson said
he’s still waiting for some bills for supplies
and service, so a final profit number was
not yet available. However, if total expenses

The drive for a community wellness and
recreation center in Litchfield recently moved
forward on a few different fronts.
During its meeting July 25, Litchfield School
Board unanimously approved placing a question on the November ballot that will ask district voters to approve a $13.545 million bond to
finance construction of the district’s portion of
the proposed $27.2 million project.
The next day, Litchfield Area Community
Foundation announced its board of directors
approved a resolution designating its Waterpark
project funds — $528,327 — to construction of
the center, which would include a swimming
pool among its features.
Those two actions followed a vote by Litchfield City Council a week earlier to place a local
option sales tax on the November ballot, with
the prosed tax’s proceeds going to fund a wellness and recreation center.
Additionally, Litchfield Public Schools Superintendent Beckie Simenson announced in
a news release collaboration between the city
and school district on a public information
campaign called “Live Well Litchfield Area”
that will include a project website with information about the proposal and plan to pay for it.
“I am excited to be putting this important
decision in front of voters,” Simenson said. “We
are looking forward to working with the city on
this important community project and sharing
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The construction trades house sits on the south side of Litchfield High School,
awaiting its move to a location following an auction that brought $162,000 for the
student-built house.
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It will cost a little more for school lunch and
to participate in athletics this school year at
Litchfield Public Schools.
In separate votes Monday, the Litchfield
School Board unanimously approved meal
program increases and a bump in activity fees
and admissions for school sports.
Lunch prices will increase by 10 cents at each
of the district’s three schools, a change recommended by Business Manager Jesse Johnson,
who said he surveyed surrounding districts and
found that even with the increase Litchfield will
be about in the middle in lunch rates.
Federal law gives the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and Minnesota Department of
Education authority to set minimum prices for
paid lunches. Districts that charged less than
the average of $3.31 for paid lunches during
School Board to 2 ➤

TO REACH US
PHONE: 320-693-3266

FAX: 320-693-9177

