
INSIDE   

TO REACH US

TribuTes/A3 OPiNiON/A4 sPOrTs/A5 COMMuNiTY/b1 

A&e/b2 FAiTH/b3 KiDs COrNer/b4 PubLiC NOTiCes/b4 CLAssiFieDs/b6

PHONe: (320) 693-3266 FAX: (320) 693-9177 e-MAiL: News@iNDePeNDeNTreView.NeT Or ADVerTisiNG@iNDePeNDeNTreView.NeT

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2019

RETURNING 
TO THE ICE
Former player, Berggren 
will coach LDC hockey / A5

$1.50 ON NEWSSTANDS

A CROW RIVER MEDIA 
NEWSPAPER

SINCE 1876

LITCHFIELD

Independent ReviewIndependent Review
SEVEN YEARS IN 

THE MAKING
Mashell Bjorge’s first book 

was a labor of love / B1

BY SARV MITHAQIYAN

smithaqiyan@independentreview.net

A 
mammoth expansion announced 

last week will create 200 jobs at 

Doosan Bobcat’s Litchfield manu-

facturing facility.

The $26 million investment 

plan follows an increasing demand for Bobcat 

to grow its line of compact equipment and 

attachments, according to company news 

release. Bobcat officials boasted during a 

commemorative event to announce the ex-

pansion that significant economic advantage 

will emerge once the project is complete and 

operational.

“This facility is going to be the largest at-

tachment facility that we have in all of Doosan 

Bobcat,” said Scott Park, president and chief 

executive officer of Doosan Bobcat. “So we’ll 

have a lot of new attachments coming out of 

here. We’re going to be developing — actually 

creating more attachments to be able to make 

our products even more productive, and hav-

ing this facility will enable us to expand that 

portfolio.”

The Litchfield Bobcat facility produces 

buckets, augers, snowplows and other attach-

ments that go on Bobcat excavators and loaders 

sold throughout North America.
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As one problem snowballs into another, 

Minnesota farmers, propane dealers and many 

residents are caught in a balancing act.

A wet spring pushed planting back further 

than usual and harvest to late October and No-

vember. With moisture levels breaking records 

in Minnesota this year, farmers need more 

propane to dry crops, and unseasonably cold 

weather more than 10 degrees lower than usual 

makes the demand all the higher. Meanwhile, 

propane is needed to heat homes and barns 

more than usual as low temperatures matched 

or beat records around the state following a 

recent cold snap.

Temperatures were consistently below freez-

ing in in the region through midweek last week, 

according to the National Weather Service.

Brian Thalmann, a Plato farmer and past 

president of the Minnesota Corn Growers As-

sociation Board, said propane is usually used 

to bring moisture levels down in corn from the 

high teens to the lower teens. He’s heard reports 

this harvest of moisture levels in the mid 20s.

While some fear the possibility of propane 

outages in the state, Mike Conner of the 

Hutchinson Co-op says the propane dealer is 

making it work by putting in more hours, mak-

ing more trips and making sure everyone has 

just enough to get by.

“I don’t think we’re going to let people get 

cold,” he said. “We’re rationing it.”

Thalmann said farmers expect they may 

have to continue waiting a few more weeks to 

finish harvest.

“There has been a slowdown in harvest for 

a lot of people,” he said.

Russell Rueckert, operations manager for 

Litchfield Oil & Propane, said he was out of pro-

pane for a day last week. The company houses 

two 30,000-gallon and two 18,000-gallon propane 

tanks. Currently, one of the 30,000-gallon tanks 

and an 18,000-gallon tank are empty.

“I believe at this moment we have 10 percent 

in the 30,000-gallon tank,” Rueckert said Mon-

day. “If we don’t get more, that’ll be gone by the 

end of the day.”

To ensure he has enough propane for drying 

his crops, Tom Haag’s supplier has had to travel 

to states as far away as North Carolina. But for 

the most part Haag, who operates a 1,600 acres 

of soybean and corn farmland in the Eden Val-

ley area, has been lucky.

“As of right now, we have been able to get 

enough propane to continue to stay dry,” Haag, 

board member for the Minnesota Corn Growers 

Ag hit by 
propane 
shortage
Farmers needing to 
dry corn are having a 
difficult time
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Local dealers such as Hutchinson Co-op 

haven’t been able to fetch enough propane 

to meet a high demand, resulting in 

rationing.

A Bobcat boom in Litchfield
Manufacturer says $26 million expansion will add 200 jobs at local plant

sTAFF PHOTOs bY sArV MiTHAQiYAN

Scott Park, president and chief executive officer of Doosan Bobcat, talks about the expansion phase of the Litchfield facility 

during a commemoration ceremony.

Expansion of Doosan Bobcat’s Litchfield 

manufacturing facility is underway. The 

project will expand the plant from 60,000 

square feet to 200,000 square feet and 

triple the workforce.
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Litchfield City Council received good finan-

cial news Monday as it approved the sale of $3.875 

million in sewer revenue and refunding bonds.

Shelly Eldridge of Ehlers & Associates, the 

city’s financial adviser, told the Council that 

its AA-minus rating saved the city and taxpay-

ers thousands of dollars in the bond sale.

Six financial institutions bid on the bonds, 

Eldridge said, which is the most bidders on a 

city bond in recent memory.

“It was good,” Eldridge said. “It was really 

good.”

Piper Jaffray was the win-

ning bidder with a 1.8918 

percent bid, in what was a 

competitive bidding process 

that saw the highest offer at 

just 2.0079 percent.

Eldridge congratulated the 

City Council on the city’s AA-

minus rating, giving credit 

to the administration for its 

work to satisfactorily answer 

all of rating company Stan-

dard & Poor’s questions.

That rating will remain for the next two 

years, Eldridge said, barring significant 

changes to the city’s profile, such as it tak-

ing on additional debt or a major economic 

downturn.

Councilor Ron Dingmann later asked for 

additional explanation of the city’s rating and 

the factors that affect it.

“What kind of additional debt would jeopar-

dize that (rating)?” Dingmann asked.

“If you needed to build a Taj Mahal city 

hall …” Eldridge answered. Or if the city 

issued $15 million to $20 million in new debt 

in the next two to three years, it probably 

would want to work with Ehlers & Associ-

ates to explain its profile better to Standard 

& Poor if it hoped to maintain its AA-minus 

rating.

Eldridge also said that the city’s diversified 

tax base also has been beneficial in the past 

when it comes to financial ratings.

“While everyone else was taking, Litchfield 

was not,” she said.

The city also will use $315,000 in its debt 

service fund to pay off outstanding bonds from 

2011 that have maturity dates ranging from 

2021 to 2021.

Bond sale holds good news for city
AA-minus rating equates 
to favorable interest rate
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