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Miss Litchfield Brianna Larson, Junior Princess Nevaeh Lange, Junior Prince Hayden Miller and Litchfield Princess 

Laura Shoutz posed for photographs following the Prince and Princesses for a Day crowning Monday evening. See 

more photos on page 14.

JUNIOR WATERCADE ROYALTY CROWNED MONDAY
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bonelli@independentreview.net

Norma Berke seemingly comes to life, 

reading a newscast through a new augmented 

reality poster created for Litchfield’s Heritage 

Preservation committee.

Litchfield’s unique 19th-century downtown 

aesthetic recently received a 21st-century 

update with the integration of augmented 

reality, QR codes and real-time history les-

sons all available from a smartphone. In May 

2018, the Heritage Preservation Committee 

received a Legacy History grant from the Min-

nesota Historical Society to create a downtown 

walking tour guide. Darlene Kotelnicki, HPC 

chair, said the HPC has basically three func-

tions under the city’s ordinance and were the 

reasons why it applied to the grant.

“One is regulatory which includes review-

ing applications for any changes to properties 

on the National Register of Historic Places,” 

Kotelnicki said. “The second function is 

promotion of our city’s historic resources, 

and the third is public education about 

those resources. This grant, which is federal 

money from the Minnesota State Historic 

Preservation Office, is part promotion and 

part education.”

Through the grant, Dan Hoisington, owner 

of Hoisington Preservation Consultants, cre-

ated a brochure with listings of Litchfield’s 

historic sites and videos for all 28 locations. 

The brochure has a QR code on the back that 

anyone can scan to see a video of each historic 

site. Kotelnicki said Litchfield’s use of history 

and technology is unique.

“A very few cities have video tours, and no 

one else has the augmented reality that we 

used,” she said. “We are the first historic group 

to use this in Minnesota.”

Hoisington, who has worked as a historian 

for more than 40 years, said he enjoyed Litch-

field’s two to three block stretch of historic 

downtown buildings. To start, Hoisington 

worked with the HPC.

“I like telling real stories, so I started re-

search all of the buildings,” Hoisington said. 

“I wanted to tell stories of these buildings and 

not list a bunch of facts. Each building has an 

interesting story to tell.”

Hoisington said he then created 28 Ken 

Burns style mini documentaries for each 

location.

History meets the 21st century
HPC uses grant to 
create video, virtual 
reality tour for 
Litchfield historic sites
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Scanning a QR code placed in front of downtown shops’ windows will prompt 

a smartphone to pull up a video detailing the building’s history. The Litchfield 

Heritage Preservation Committee received a grant in 2018 to create a brochure and 

the historic video tour and augmented reality posters completing the project recently.
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A missing St. Cloud teen was last seen around 

12:02 a.m. June 27 while in Litchfield.

Family reported Jayden Anderson, 16, missing 

around June 28, according to Sadie Simonett, 

victim assistance specialist at Jacob Wetterling 

Resource Center.

Simonett said they are unaware of Jayden’s 

location at his time of disappearance.

“We believe he was with another boy around 

the same age,” Simonett said.

Jayden is 5 feet 11 inches tall, weighs 150-160 

pounds, has brown hair and blue eyes. His ears 

are pierced and a tattoo on his right forearm that 

reads “Anderson.”

Anyone with information about Anderson 

should contact St. Cloud Police Department at 

320-345-4444.

Sarah Anderson, Jayden’s mother and Jesse 

Aaseby said that they just want to know he is safe.

“Jayden, we love you , we are worried and there 

is nothing too big that we can’t work through,” 

Sarah said. “Please get a hold of anyone in the 

family to let us know that you are safe.”

St. Cloud 
youth missing 
since June 27
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In a recent survey, 400 Litchfield residents 

made it clear that they would be willing to in-

crease taxes to fund Litchfield Schools.

The survey, conducted by the Morris Leather-

man Co. for Litchfield Public Schools, suggested 

that 67 percent of respondents agree that local 

taxpayers need to step up to support the district. 

Additionally, three-fourths of respondents 

stated they were for all or some tax increases (52 

percent for some) while 23 percent were against 

tax increases.

The survey also suggested that 78 percent of 

respondents felt Litchfield Schools is “excellent 

or good in quality.” The survey, conducted for 

the Litchfield School Board to gauge the resi-

dent’s initial feelings about a referendum for the 

fall, selected Litchfield residents at random for 

questions by phone. The board discussed survey 

results during a work session June 27.

“(Litchfield Public Schools) are right at the 

Getting results
Survey suggests 
Litchfield residents 
support some tax 
increases for school 
district
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