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DEFEAT, BUT 

STILL ‘AWESOME’
State tournament offers

lessons for L/DC hockey/ 12

BY BRENT SCHACHERER

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

I
t might have seemed an odd pairing to 

some, but mixing an Easter celebra-

tion with a child pedestrian and bicycle 

safety event drew smiles of appreciation 

Saturday.

Two teens dressed in Easter Bunny cos-

tumes welcomed visitors and distributed bags 

of goodies as part of the Community Easter 

Party in the Litchfield City Hall parking lot. 

But the traditional also merged with something 

new as children were encouraged to participate 

in a Safety Town interactive exhibit where they 

rode pedal-powered three-wheelers through 

a child-sized replica of a town, complete with 

stoplights, railroad crossings and other ve-

hicles.

Organized by Litchfield United Methodist 

Church, Litchfield Downtown Council and 

Greater Litchfield Opera House Association, 

the Community Easter Party drew an esti-

mated 300 children to downtown Saturday. The 

event replaced the Easter egg hunt traditionally 

held in Central Park, which organizers decided 

to forego this year due to COVID-19 concerns.

“The kids seem just as excited as any other 

year,” said Robbie Brown, who helped plan the 

event through United Methodist Church.

“Very happy with the weather and turnout,” 

Darlene Kotelnicki, a City Council and Down-

town Council member, said. “Glad we could 

sponsor an outside event that allowed for social 

distancing.”

Jesse Hudec, a transportation generalist 

with the Minnesota Department of Trans-

portation and coordinator of the Meeker Safe 

Roads Coalition who brought the Safety Town 

exhibit to the event, said he thought it a great 

opportunity — and the perfect setting — to 

reach a target audience about pedestrian and 

bike safety.

“If we can teach them when they’re young, 

get them thinking about things like pedestrian 

and bike safety from the get-go, we can change 

the culture,” said Hudec, a Grove City resident 

and 20-year MnDOT employee. “They’ll grow 

up knowing how to be safe in different situa-

tions.”

BY KAY JOHNSON

johnson@hutchinsonleader.com

Have you ever wondered what it’s like to 

cha cha to a Latin beat, or gracefully swirl to 

a Viennese waltz? Tune in at 6:30 p.m. Sunday, 

April 11, for “Dancing Like the Stars.” Hosted 

by 2BContinued, the new fundraiser, which 

benefits suicide prevention, mental health 

and wellness, features 11 local couples who 

will compete for fun, fame and funds in a full 

production, live-streamed show.

Judging the event is Mike Phelps, Ridgeview 

Medical Center CEO; Charlene Knorr, retired 

and former owner of Charlene’s Dance Studio, 

Waconia; Dr. John Bergseng, retired surgeon 

from Glencoe Regional Health; and Mandy 

Peterson, Ms. United States. Dancers will 

compete in four award categories: fundrais-

ing, judge’s choice, people’s choice and grand 

champions, with the winners who earn the 

highest overall ranking taking home a large 

mirror ball trophy.

In case you’re wondering where the money 

raised from this event is going, Tammy Diehn, 

founder of 2BContinued, said it will help carry 

out the nonprofit’s mission to increase aware-

ness of suicide prevention, mental health and 

wellness. The group does this through a variety 

of ways including advocacy, education and out-

reach through activities such as a monthly sui-

cide loss support group, continuing education 

conference for professionals, interventional 

BY BRENT SCHACHERER

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

Litchfield City Council approved a liquor 

license Monday for the Litchfield Golf Course 

clubhouse’s new restaurant tenant.

The license application by owners of Shady’s 

No. 7 received unanimous approval from the 

council after a brief review. However, an 

application for a tobacco sales license was 

rejected because council members decided 

the application was not thoroughly completed. 

It is expected the owners will return with a 

completed application.

Word of the new tenant has circulated on 

social media for a few weeks, including a post 

on the Shady’s No. 7 Facebook page last week 

seeking “great employees” for the establish-

ment. In response to a comment on that post 

regarding opening date, Jeremy Glenz, who is 

listed as one of four co-owners, replied “no set 

day yet hopefully soon.”

Details in the liquor license application 

indicate the ownership includes Glenz, Kris 

Schiffler, Ryan Spanier and Lee Mergen, each 

of whom own a 25 percent stake in the business.

Shady’s No. 7 would be the seventh Shady’s 

establishment in the region. According to the 

application, the partners also own Shady’s 

Long Shot in Cold Spring, Shady’s Hometown 

Tavern and Event Center in Albany, Shady’s 

Railside in Rice, Shady’s Golden Eagle in Bur-

trum, Shady’s Silver Spur in St. Martin, and 

Shady’s Bar & Grill in New Munich.

As part of the license application, Litchfield 

Police Department performed a background 

check, with the owners supplying names of 

references. Among the references supplied 

by Schiffler was Albany Police Chief Osvaldo 

Carbajal, who described the owner as “very 

good in the community of Albany, and wants 

to give back to the community,” according to 

Detective Travis Rueckert.

Even in recommending denial of the tobacco 

license until owners submitted a completed 

application, Council member Sara Miller com-

mented on the owners’ “excellent references.”

The Litchfield Golf Course clubhouse res-

taurant space has been without a tenant since 

Peter’s on Lake Ripley closed in late 2019.

Finding a tenant became especially difficult 

when the coronavirus pandemic arrived in 

March 2020. But Litchfield Golf Club Inc., the 

nonprofit organization contracted to oversee 

operation of the clubhouse, and the city used 

that time to make improvements to the build-

ing.

Early this year, Carl Minton, Golf Club Inc. 

president, indicated that after more than a 

year of searching for a tenant, GCI had heard 

from a group with a serious interest in the 

space.

The restaurant is seen as a key in helping to 

revive activity at the city-owned golf course.

Easter to 3 ➤

Dancing to 2 ➤

Dip, swirl and slide for a worthy cause
11 local couples will 
compete for glory and 
mental health awareness 
in ‘Dancing Like the Stars’

RUSCHMEIER PHOTOGRAPHY

Dr. Dean and Carol Nissen of Hutchinson 

are one of 11 couples who will display 

their smooth dance moves Sunday during 

the “Dancing Like the Stars” fundraiser. 

The money will go to 2BContinued and 

its efforts to raise awareness for mental 

health and suicide prevention.

How To Watch
When: 6:30 p.m. Sunday, April 11

How to watch: Sign up to get the free link at 

2bcontinued.org/DLTS

To support your favorite couple or 

couples: Visit charity.gofundme.com/o/en/

campaign/2021dlts to vote for your favorite 

couples with a donation

For more information: Visit 2bcontinued.

org

Miss Litchfi eld Cecilia Toenjes and the 

Easter Bunny pose for a photo with a 

young visitor to the Community Easter 

Party Saturday.

A community effort
Three organizations planned Community Easter Party,
many others helped make it a success

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRENT SCHACHERER

Betty Allen helps three-year-old Jayden North navigate the Safety 

Town exhibit while Jayden’s mother, Selena North, looks on.

City Council OKs 
liquor license 
for golf course 
restaurant
No announcement yet on 
Shady’s No. 7 opening date


