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W
hen most people head to the river 

hoping to reel in a big catch, 

they’re thinking about fish. But 

not Mark Grewe of Hutchinson.

“My goal was I want to find a 

gun, an ax and a knife,” he said.

That’s because Grewe is magnet fishing, 

which involves using a powerful magnet tied to 

rope, dragging it along the riverbed and pulling 

out whatever sticks. He took up the hobby this 

spring when, like many Americans, he was put 

on furlough from his job due to COVID-19. And 

after a dozen “fishing” trips, what he’s pulled 

out has shocked him.

“I’m comparing it to what I see on YouTube, 

and I am very shocked, because it seems like I 

am getting almost 100 times what anyone else 

is pulling out of the water, and it’s clearly not 

me,” Grewe said. “I’ve done it 12 times. I don’t 

know what I’m doing, I’m just throwing a mag-

net in the water. So clearly there is enough out 

there, which is just shocking and surprising, 

and really almost hurtful because I’ve always 

been a nature guy. It’s tough to see that crap 

happening.”

Among the items Grewe has caught with his 

magnet include power tools such as drills, saw 

blades and nails; razor wire; a microwave; an 

old ice skate; a shotgun shell reloader; a wheel 

rim; a beaver trap; an exhaust system; fishing 

lures and buckets of rebar and scrap metal. 

“I’ve never been skunked,” he said. “I always 

have at least half a bucket full of stuff.”

Grewe became interested in the hobby this 

Fishing for rusty treasure
Mark Grewe is keeping busy and cleaning rivers while magnet fishing
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Hutchinson’s Mark Grewe shows off an ax, one of the latest additions to his collection of axes and tools. He pulled it from the Crow 

River as part of his new hobby, magnet fi shing. But more importantly, he’s helped clean the city’s waterways.
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The current 14-day rate of coronavirus 

infections in Minnesota counties is the key 

metric state leaders will use to help school 

districts determine whether it is safe to hold 

classes in person.

If rates climb above 10 new cases per 10,000 

residents, state officials will recommend 

older students are taught in a hybrid model 

where buildings are used at 50 percent capac-

ity each day.

Counties that exceed 50 cases per 10,000 

residents over a two-week period should 

strongly consider holding all classes online.

Those metrics are how Gov. Tim Walz 

along with state and health officials are pro-

viding guidance to education leaders around 

the state as the 2020-21 school year approach-

es. Walz emphasized the benchmarks are not 

set in stone and decisions will be made by 

local leaders with input from the state.

“By bringing together the local education 

leaders who know their students, staff and 

communities the best, and the public health 

experts who know the virus the best, this 

plan will help determine a learning model 

that makes the most sense for each commu-

nity,” Walz wrote in a letter to school officials 

released Thursday outlining the plans.

McLeod County 
schools cleared 
for reopening

14-day county infection 
rate is key metric in state 
guidance

Huskies playing ball with the in-laws
Jayden Fleck and Kyle 
Messner are more than 
teammates, they’re family
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Hutchinson Huskies Jayden Fleck, left, and Kyle Messner, right, are more than just 

teammates now, they’re in-laws after Jayden married Messner’s daughter, Amber, in 

July.
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Starting Aug. 24, McLeod County will 

have a new director at the helm of its Health 

and Human Services Department.

“It’s a job that I have looked at and admired 

in my career,” said new hire Berit Spors. “As 

a current provider of senior 

services, we work with the 

county and utilize those 

services. I have admired the 

people in those positions. 

... An opportunity like this 

doesn’t come around often.”

Locals may recognize 

Spors as the regional direc-

tor of operations at Ecu-

men, or in her previous 

roles as housing director 

and marketing manager in 

Hutchinson. She has worked in health and 

senior services for decades.

As Health and Human Services director, 

Spors will lead a merged department that 

provides both social services and public 

health services to county residents. That 

includes support programs and financial 

programs for people of all ages in the county. 

She steps in for interim director Meghan 

Mohs, who has been with the county the past 

four months. The department was previously 

headed by Julie Erickson, who started the 
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In baseball, the trust a pitcher has in his 

defense is important. It’s easier to relax and 

throw strikes when you know the guys behind 

you will take care of the ball.

For Hutchinson Huskies veteran ace Kyle 

Messner, there is no doubt he trusts shortstop 

Jayden Fleck to take care of the ball, as well as 

more important things. After all, Fleck recently 

married Messner’s daughter, Amber.

Jayden and Amber met in high school six 

years ago while watching a Huskies game, co-

incidentally. After graduating, both attended 

Southwest Minnesota State University, where 

Fleck was a standout with the Mustangs base-

ball team. On July 11, they officially tied the 

knot.


