
BY STEPHEN WIBLEMO

wiblemo@hutchinsonleader.com

For the first time in history, the Hutchinson 

Jaycee Water Carnival has a double winner.

After only two clues, the Water Carnival 

medallion was found Tuesday evening by the 

group of Dany Stoufer, Brittany Stoufer and 

Rachel Smith. They found it hidden among the 

daylilies beneath the Northwoods Park sign.

But here’s the kicker: Dany was also the 

Water Carnival button design winner this year.
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W
hile you’re reading this sto-

ry, Chandler Klawitter is in 

Central America training to 

become a sustainable agricul-

ture extension promoter. The 

Hutchinson native and recent graduate of South 

Dakota State University will live the next 27 

months in Panama as a volunteer of the Peace 

Corps.

“I’m a geography major and I’ve always been 

super interested in living abroad and experienc-

ing a different culture,” Klawitter said. “Not 

just visiting or traveling, but integrating and 

living in a community. … I always wanted to 

live and work abroad once I finished school.”

During the next two years, the 22-year-old 

will work with local people and partner orga-

nizations on sustainable, community-based 

development projects to help those living in 

the area where he is placed. Before he knows 

where he’ll be serving, though, Klawitter has 

much to learn.

A HARD CHOICE

Joining the Peace Corps was not an easy 

decision, Klawitter said, but it was something 

he wanted to do. There were other options to 

live in a different country, but that wasn’t all he 

wanted. It was during a summer internship at 

the University of Iowa last year that he decided 

to apply.

“Some of the professors there had done the 

Living in a foreign land
Chandler Klawitter will 
live two years in Panama 
as a Peace Corps volunteer
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Hutchinson’s Chandler Klawitter points to Panama on a globe. That’s where he’ll be living the next 27 months as a volunteer of the 

Peace Corps.

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

The United Nations estimates that since 2017, 

about 1,800 people have been killed in Camer-

oon, another 53,000 have been displaced and 1.3 

million are in need. A Hutchinson man wants 

to do something about it.

“They are going to villages and killing,” 

Efi Tembon said. “They go in and raze whole 

villages.”

Area residents may recognize Tembon from 

around Hutchinson over the past two years, 

or from his time speaking at local churches. A 

little more than 10 years ago he coached soccer 

for the Glencoe Stars before going on to coach for 

Glencoe-Silver Lake while studying at Crown 

College in St. Bonifacius.

In 2016, Tembon was working as a missionary 

in his home country of Cameroon when protests 

broke out in the northwest and southwest re-

gions of the bilingual country. The linguistic 

split by region is due to the nation’s colonial 

history. Following World War I, the German 

colony of Kamerun was split into French and 

English mandates. The 2016 protests were in 

response to French-speaking teachers being 

posted to English-speaking regions, as well 

as French-speaking magistrates, which locals 

feared would enforce a legal code more steeped 

in French history.

The Cameroon government cracked down on 

protesters, which led to widespread violence. 

He wants the world to know
Efi Tembon’s efforts have 
made him a target of the 
Cameroon government
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Efi  Tembon, a Hutchinson resident, is trying to spread awareness about a 

humanitarian crisis in his home country of Cameroon.

Double the winning
The 2019 Water Carnival 
medallion was found in 
Northwoods Park

Rachel Smith, Brittany 

Stoufer and Dany 

Stoufer hold up the 

2019 Hutchinson 

Jaycee Water Carnival 

medallion near the 

Northwoods Park 

sign. They found the 

medallion Tuesday, 

nestled in the daylilies 

beneath the sign.
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Klawitter to A4 ➤

Medallion to A4 ➤

Tembon to A5 ➤

“If I go back they’ll put a bullet 
in my head. I know that.”

Efi  Tembon, 

Hutchinson resident


