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As the Litchfield School Board wraps up its 

work sessions to finish preparing its questions 

for the fall referendum, the City of Litchfield 

simultaneously works on details for the well-

ness center.

At the City Council’s Monday meeting, City 

Administrator Dave Cziok suggested the coun-

cil conduct a few more work sessions to prepare 

for the bonding committee visit to Litchfield 

in September. Cziok noted that partnership 

between the city and the school district on the 

wellness center is working in a way that while 

both are working on separate goals, they are 

coinciding with the city and school’s needs.

Cziok said the school has expressed interest 

in working on the aquatics needs of a proposed 

school and city partnership to create a wellness 

center.

“I know the council was asking some good 

questions at our work session about how we 

would handle the aquatic things, and we’re 

happy that the school is going to tackle a number 

of those aquatic needs,” Cziok told the council. 

“Not all of them — so it does warrant a bit of con-

versation as we get into a future work session.”

As far as the two entities working together on 

a project, some questions remain as to where a 

wellness center would be built and how it could 

be funded by both groups.

Currently, the council is discussing two pack-

ages for a wellness center with different options, 

price points and improvements to area parks, 

the Civic Arena and senior center. While the 

council discusses these factors, no definite de-

cision on what will be included in the wellness 

center has been made. The council will focus on 

a presentation to a state bond committee that 

will visit Litchfield in September, Cziok said.

“I spoke with Dean Urdahl last week and he 

provided some recommendations for how the 

(wellness center) packages could be framed,” 

Cziok said. “We would have that conversation 

as part of the work session as well.”

The main focus of the council in the coming 

weeks will be to put together a presentation 

for the bonding committee. Cziok said the next 

steps would involve another work session be-

tween the school district and the Council, but 

rather than a discussion, the district would 

present its goals to the Council.

“Next week the school board should make 

a decision regarding its finalized questions,” 

Cziok said. “Theoretically a week from (Mon-

day) they would give the official school board 

approval to those questions and submit those to 

the state of Minnesota for approval.”

Council Member Darlene Kotelnicki said 

after having a discussion with one school board 

member, they expressed that the partnership 

between the city and school was moving well.

Cziok said what could be confusing for ev-

eryone is that many visualized the two groups 

working together and pass identical resolutions.

“Really what’s happening is we are both 

moving along parallel pathways, and, hope-

fully, the community can continue to support 

both of these efforts as we continue to move 

forward,” Cziok said. “The community is go-

ing to need to support both of these efforts 

moving forward if we are going to get to that 
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After a week of Watercade events, rehearsals 

and getting judged, six girls stood on the stage 

of Bernie Aaker Auditorium and held hands 

while waiting to hear who would be crowned 

the next Miss Litchfield Sunday evening.

Emcees Tiana Schwiem and Josh Keller 

first announced evening wear category win-
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On a hot Friday afternoon, residents gath-

ered at Lake Ripley Cemetery to take a tour 

through the lives of some of Litchfield’s most 

memorable residents.

The tour explored the lives of Albert Van 

Spence, Mrs. Jacob Howard, C.W. Wagner, Bert 

Thulin, Alice Lamb, Johnathan Salisbury, Jes-

se Branham Sr., Dr. Noah Ripley and Bernard 

Anderson. Current residents with a passion 

for history dressed up as the former Litchfield 

residents to give a first-person presentation 

about their lives.

Terry Shaw, Mindy Desens, Jerry Jonson, 

JoAnne Gabrielson, Tom Evenson, John 

Braun, Dave Pease and Austin Lease donned 

period outfits and gave curious participants 

a brief history lesson. They researched their 

respective parts with help from the Meeker 

County Historical Society and the Litchfield 

Heritage Preservation Committee.

Wellness to A3 ➤Cemetery to A2 ➤
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Council 
prepares 
for bonding 
committee
City, school district 
working toward goals 
for wellness center

Cemetery tour explores lives of noteworthy Litchfield residents
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Terry Shaw, dressed as Albert Van Spence, tells about Spence’s life during the Lake 

Ripley Cemetery tour Friday, July 12.

Miss Litchfield, princesses 
excited for coming year
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From left, Miss Litchfi eld candidates 

Amelia Bomkamp and Litzy Rodriguez 

clap as Miss Litchfi eld 2019 Cecelia 

Toenjes is crowned by outgoing Miss 

Litchfi eld Brianna Larson.

Ellery Jones reacts as she’s crowned a 

Litchfi eld Princess for 2019-20.

Abby Johnson reacts as she is crowned a 

Litchfi eld Princess for 2019.
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LITCHFIELD CROWNS

Ellery Jones reacts as she’s crowned a Abby Johnson reacts as she is crowned a 

Independent ReviewIndependent ReviewIndependent ReviewIndependent Review


