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J
ulie Rydberg didn’t start painting 

until February.

Less than nine months later, 

the Litchfield mother of three 

is already making history, in a 

sense, with her watercolors.

“It’s amazing. I’m just amazed,” Ryd-

berg, 35, said. “I look (at her paintings) and 

think, ‘Did I do that?’ No, it can’t be that 

good. The brain hasn’t caught up yet. It’s 

been a fast ride.”

Indeed, for someone who was inspired 

to paint by the storybooks she read to her 

children, and who has never had formal 

training in painting, Rydberg’s initial 

forays into watercolors have been an un-

qualified success.

She already has accepted commissions to 

paint a number of buildings in Litchfield, 

as well as several homes from throughout 

the country. Included in her work are paint-

ings of the Litchfield Opera House, Post 

Office, Hollywood Theater and Litchfield 

Woolen Mills.

“It’s fun. It’s a lot of fun,” Rydberg said 

of her new-found talent and the attention it 

has received. “I’ve been having a blast. It’s 

been a good outlet for me.”

Rydberg grew up in Alabama and attend-

ed a small Christian college in the South, 

where she earned a bachelor’s degree and 

master’s in secondary education. She and 

her husband, Andrew, moved to Litchfield 

13 years ago, buying an older home with 

some history of its own and remodeling it.

Though a big change from the South, 

Rydberg said she enjoys Minnesota and 

especially the Litchfield area. As she has 

gotten to know it, much of that appreciation 
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High school football and volleyball will hap-

pen this fall after all, but they — like other fall 

sports — will look different.

For Litchfield High School athletes, the dif-

ferences will include the length of the season 

and fans in the stands.

The Minnesota State High School League’s 

board of directors voted overwhelmingly on 

Sept. 21 to reinstate fall football and volleyball, 

reversing an earlier decision to push the two 

sports into an early spring 2021 schedule.

Litchfield will play six regular-season 
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Despite changes in election 

law and procedures aimed at 

making voting easier in Min-

nesota in recent years, confu-

sion and uncertainty have 

ruled the day among Meeker 

County voters the past couple 

of weeks.

“There is a tremendous 

amount of voter confusion,” 

County Auditor Barb Loch 

said. “I think some of it stems 

(from) everyone knowing the high stakes of this 

election, which is always the case in a presiden-

tial election.”

The COVID-19 pandemic has created addi-

tional worries for voters, as well as the “infor-

mation and misinformation” from news and 

social media sources, Loch said.

“When we listen, we need to be educated 

in when it applies to Minnesota and when it 

doesn’t,” she said, adding that her office has 

fielded numerous inquiries from voters react-

ing to something they have seen on Facebook 

or national television news.

Loch pointed to one example of the confusion 

created by social media posts that have “in-

formed” voters to be sure they put two stamps 

on their mail-in ballot to ensure that it reaches 

the auditor’s office and is counted correctly.

“The ballot has postage prepaid,” Loch said, 

Back to the 
gridiron, court
Litchfield football, 
volleyball teams return to 
competition next week
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Litchfi eld senior Ben Alsleben will be 

back on the football fi eld with the rest 

of the Dragons when the delayed season 

opens Oct. 9 with a home game against 

Glencoe-Silver Lake.

County auditor 
seeks to clear up 
voter confusion
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LHS Sports to 2 ➤

Voting to 2 ➤Watercolor memories
Julie Rydberg captures history, memories with recently discovered talent
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Julie Rydberg does her painting in a small offi ce in her Litchfi eld home.

Julie Rydberg says she started watercolor painting in February, but her talent 

already has drawn the attention of many as she captures historic buildings and 

homes in the area.Rydberg to 2 ➤


