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W
hen Steve and Pam Ahlgren of 

Darwin began planning a 30-

day Asian cruise last winter, 

they hoped to visit some of the 

places Pam’s father and mother 

had worked as missionaries many years ago. 

They never imagined a viral outbreak of global 

proportions might disrupt their plans, but that’s 

exactly what happened. The Ahlgrens were pas-

sengers aboard the Holland America Westerdam 

cruise ship that in February was stuck at sea for 

two weeks as they were denied entry by multiple 

ports for fear of COVID-19 contamination, or 

novel coronavirus.

This was the second year the Ahlgrens, who 

are crop farmers and have time off in winter, 

planned a cruise with family members.

“Some of our friends like to go to Arizona, 

some like to go to Florida, some like to go to 

Texas,” Pam said. “We just like to take a month 

and see the world.”

When the Ahlgrens boarded the Westerdam 

from Singapore Jan. 16, there was little concern 

about the coronavirus, which was still being stud-

ied by the Chinese National Health Commission.

The cruise went as scheduled for the first few 

weeks, making stops in Thailand, Cambodia 

and Vietnam. During this time, however, more 

information about coronavirus was coming out 

as it became a worldwide concern.

It was during their fourth planned stop that 

the Ahlgrens first started having concerns.

“Everything was absolutely smooth and we 

didn’t hear any word of the virus until we got 

close to Hong Kong,” Pam said.

STRANDED AT SEA
A Darwin couple were 
among the passengers on a 
cruise ship that spent two 
weeks at sea amidst fears 
of a coronavirus outbreak
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Pam and Steve Ahlgren of Darwin stand near the bow of the Holland America 

Westerdam cruise ship, on which they were stranded for 13 days in the South China 

Sea over concerns of coronavirus contamination.
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Someone has to set up the McLeod County 

Fair, clean up after Winstock, clean ditches and 

maintain parks and trails. Often, that work is 

done with the help of the Sentenced to Service 

Program.

The work hours are often assigned as part of 

a sentence for breaking the law. Those serving 

jail time also use the program to get outside, 

learn skills and shave time off their prison 

sentence. Usually STS is run by the state, but 

McLeod County is taking over locally.

“We want to get more accountability for the 

money the program costs,” said Will Feltmann, 

jail administrator.

He said local control will give the county 

more opportunities to manage the program’s 

costs, but it will also benefit the county and 

residents in other ways. He wants to see the 

program shift to more county and local projects, 

to assist more nonprofits and help cities with 

the cleanup of festivals and events.

“I am looking forward to merging it with the 

re-entry stuff,” Feltmann said.

The jail is currently developing a program to 

help inmates develop the skills and connections 

they need to contribute to society and avoid a 

return visit to county jail. Read more in the 

March 11 Leader.

“We’ll take them out on STS, teach them to 

use tools, teach them skills, how to be account-

able,” Feltmann said. “We’re not just doing in-

mates. It’s also out-of-custody people sentenced 

to complete an STS program.”

Duane Radtke, who managed the state pro-

gram in McLeod County for 24 years starting 

County takes over Sentenced to Service
McLeod County is taking 
over its Sentenced to 
Service program to better 
facilitate its work

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

A few years ago, Hutchinson High School 

junior Toby Mohs realized he enjoyed me-

chanical work. His father bought a diesel 

truck, his friend drove a diesel, and at the 

dairy farm he works at there were diesel 

engines.

“I was surrounded by diesels,” he said. “So 

I started to like them even more specifically.”

That’s how he discovered he wanted to go to 

school for diesel mechanics. And he’s already 

started gaining the practical experience he’ll 

need thanks to a program the school’s Tiger-

Path coordinator, Andrea Moore, brought 

to his attention. Her job was created to help 

connect students to career education oppor-

tunities.

Several months ago, Charlie Plant of Big 

Picture Learning and Doug Thomas, who 

knew Moore through his time working with 

charter schools, visited HHS to look for grant 

applicants for the Harbor Freight Fellows 

Connecting students with careers
TigerPath coordinator Andrea Moore helped Toby Mohs 
find an opportunity to learn about diesel mechanics
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Hutchinson High School student Toby Mohs is taking advantage of a local program and 

a national fellowship to explore career options in his interest of diesel mechanics.
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A $30,000 grant from the Minnesota De-

partment of Natural Resources will help 

Hutchinson plant new trees in its efforts to 

mitigate an emerald ash borer infestation.

Back in 2010, the city started setting aside 

funds annually for EAB prevention efforts, 

and in 2014 it began to cut down ash trees and 

replace them with different 

varieties. At that time, ap-

proximately 20 percent of 

the city’s 28,000 trees were 

ash.

“If we would lose all of 

these (trees) at once, that’s 

a significant portion of our 

crown canopy,” said Dono-

van Schuette, Hutchinson’s 

arborist. “What we’re try-

ing to do ... is extend this 

period of removal/loss ... 

over 20 years. In an uncontrolled environ-

ment, all your ash trees are gone in five to 

seven years once the bug arrives. So it’s 

trying to extend that, get new trees going 

that you don’t lose so much of your canopy 

all at once.”

The city has been cutting down approxi-

mately 50 ash trees annually, but with this 

new grant it hopes to speed the process up 

significantly. With the grant dollars and 

a $7,500 match from the city, the goal is to 

replace 300 trees over the next two years.

Schuette is aiming to have about 75 per-

cent of the new trees planted by the end of 

this year. Some of those species include 

river birch, catalpa, Redmond linden and 

Grant helps 
city plant 
more trees
$30,000 will assist 
Hutchinson’s emerald ash 
borer prevention efforts
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Larvae from emerald ash borer beetles 

eat and eventually kill green ash trees.
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