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If you’ve ever prepared for a big fishing 

trip, you might be able to appreciate the work 

Hutchinson High School sophomores GianCarlo 

Fumagalli and Jay Rickertsen have put into 

their journey. The teen anglers are competing in 

the Mossy Oak Fishing Bassmaster High School 

Championship Oct. 22-24 at Kentrcky Lake and 

Lake Barkley in Paris, Tennessee.

“We’ve been doing a lot of studying,” Fuma-

galli said,” looking at videos, looking at what 

bait they use for what fish, how they fish on 

other lakes around it.”

“There’s a lot of pre-planning,” Rickertsen 

said. “We’re looking in detail on the contour 

maps and seeing where the depth drops off and 

rises, and planning our first spots.”

The two anglers — along with boat cap-

tain Mark Rickertsen, Jay’s father — are 

taking the trip so seriously because when 
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The city of Hutchinson is seeking to spend the 

last of its federal CARES Act funding to assist 

with COVID-19 expenses.

As of the Oct. 13 City Council meeting, 

$257,822 of the city’s $1.07 million allotment had 

been spent on personal protective equipment, 

safety needs for city staff, pandemic leave, 

heating, air conditioning and air-conditioning 

improvements, and virtual meting supplies. 

Another $17,259 had been spent on PPE, supplies 

and HVAC improvements for the Hutchinson 

Utilities Commission, and $5,558 for HVAC 

improvements at Park Towers.

The city also had $40,000 left to allocate Tues-

day, and Finance Director Andy Reid suggested 

the following:

 ■ $21,000 to add hands-free faucets, toilets and 

urinals to city facilities

 ■ $13,000 to install water bottle fi lling stations 

in city facilities

 ■ $3,500 to add vinyl furniture to help social 

distancing in the City Center break room

The suggestion was approved unanimously.

BUSINESS LOANS AVAILABLE

The largest share of the city’s CARES spend-

ing — $753,751 — was reserved for business as-

sistance, with roughly $100,000 

left to be used.

“Is there any other small 

businesses you know that are 

looking to help yet?” Mayor 

Gary Forcier asked.

Council Member Chad Cz-

mowski said that as of a few 

weeks ago, there had not been 

new requests for funding, but 

that Economic Development 

Director Miles Seppelt and Hutchinson Area 

Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Director 

Mary Hodson have been reaching out to busi-

nesses affected by COVID-19.

“Miles wanted to kind of beat the streets 

and try to find some businesses that have not 

applied yet, and get them to apply,” said Andy 

Reid, Hutchinson’s finance director.

The city could also give more money to 

businesses that qualify. Council Member 

Steve Cook said he would prefer to prioritize 

businesses whose expenses were only par-

tially funded.

“I would agree with that,” Czmowski said. 

“I’ve heard from business owners that their 

loans weren’t fully funded, and they weren’t 

over that $15,000 limit.”

CARES money in the hands of the city must 

be spent by Nov. 15, or it must be sent to the 

county to spend. City Administrator Matt 

Jaunich said the county would prefer for that 

not to happen.

“They’re probably in the same position we 

are, trying to disperse everything they have, 

and would rather not have more,” he said.
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Plans to renovate Park Elementary are 

taking shape. The Hutchinson School Board 

reviewed a preliminary version of the project 

at its Oct. 12 meeting.

“At this point we are pushing forward 

with our schematic design, our early design 

for the park building,” LHB senior architect 

Jonathan Pettigrew told the board. “The 

overall scope is to remove the 1956 construc-

tion, reduce the size of that building and get it 

down to be a home for only fourth- and fifth-

graders, plus the supporting classrooms.”

Voters approved Park Elementary up-

grades, along with upgrades to West Elemen-

tary, in a 2019 bond referendum. Overall, the 

project budget is $35.6 million, with $10.14 

million for the Park Elementary portion. 

Construction at West Elementary is under-

way, with work under budget so far.

“In these kind of crazy times, it worked to 

the advantage of the project,” Pettigrew said.

OVERVIEW

Park Elementary was built in 1938 with 

unique features now considered to be part 

of its historic charm. The woodwork and 

built-in cabinets, the tile and terrazzo in the 

long corridors, and the old auditorium will 

remain. However, the 1956 addition on the 

building’s north side is set to be removed.

According to the plan discussed Oct. 12, 

the roof will be replaced, as will the windows, 

which will return to full height. New window 

treatment will allow teachers to control day-

light in the classrooms as necessary.

Water intrusion problems will be ad-

dressed in the new building, sprinklers will 

be extended, and plumbing will be replaced. 

Classroom unit ventilators will be replaced 

with a new heating, ventilation and air condi-

tioning system meant to address overheating 

problems in the building. The electrical sys-

Angling for action
Sophomores GianCarlo 
Fumagalli and Jay 
Rickertsen are fishing at 
nationals in Tennessee
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Hutchinson Tigers bass fi shing team members GianCarlo Fumagalli, left, and Jay 

Rickertsen are in Tennessee this week for the national tournament. Fumagalli and 

teammate Tyler Karg earned the trip, but Karg was unable to attend so Rickertsen 

took his spot in the boat.

Renovation takes 
shape for Park 
Elementary

The project is scheduled 
to begin January 2022
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This rendering shows the expected 

layout of Park Elementary as seen from 

the northwest, following proposed 

renovations. The north wing is gone, 

and in its place is a stair tower.

City seeks to spend final federal CARES dollars
Businesses in need of 
assistance encouraged to 
apply for forgivable loan

Miles 
Seppelt
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After 189 days, Hutchinson’s Main Street reopened Monday for the fi rst time since it closed April 13. It was met with a 

fl urry of traffi c, pedestrians, and even some snow. You can visit hwy15hutchinson.com to see the Minnesota Department of 

Transportation’s virtual ribbon cutting with information about the 27-week project.

CRUISING MAIN STREET ONCE AGAIN

BONUS SECTION:
MADE IN
Crow River Region makes it all,
including boat motors and more

TRICK OR TREAT
FOR A CAUSE

Hutchinson youth want to
help stock the food shelf / B1
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Fishing to A7 ➤

School to A8 ➤


