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Alexander Medina had heard of Albert 

Einstein.

He even knew Einstein’s famed Theory of 

Relativity.

But neither Medina nor his social studies 

classmate Joel Isaac Aguirre knew that the 

renowned physicist had an issue with socks.

Oh, the Madness of March.

The research that helped Medina and 

Aguirre uncover Einstein’s dislike for socks’ 

propensity to develop uncomfortable holes in 

them played a key role in the duo’s winning the 

American History March Madness champion-

ship — an annual competition in Bill King’s 
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I
f the ability to improvise is a skill of the 

best actors, then the 42 young people 

who take the stage at Bernie Aaker Au-

ditorium later this week have had the 

training of a lifetime.

The actors in Litchfield Community Youth 

Theatre’s production of “Frozen Jr.” have 

adapted to almost constant changes since they 

began rehearsal in late February, including 

the most basic of questions — would the show 

go on?

Like almost everything else in the era of 

COVID-19, safety and health guidelines created 

a menagerie of concerns and question marks. 

But the show will, indeed, go on.

The musical will have a four-show run, with 

performances slated for 7 p.m. Thursday, Fri-

day and Saturday, and a 2 p.m. Sunday show.

“I think it’s going to turn out great,” director 

Heidi Thoma said last week. “We just need to 

keep everybody healthy for a few more days, 

and it will be just fine.”

Thoma brings a wealth of directorial expe-

rience to LCYT, having been director of high 

school musicals at Yellow Medicine East and 

The mad side 
of history
Tournament format 
helps Litchfield 
seventh-graders learn 
about famous Americans
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Litchfield Middle School students Lincoln Dille, Alexander Medina and Joel Isaac 

Aguirre hold the bracket for American History March Madness. Medina and Aguirre 

teamed up to win the tournament with their presentation about Albert Einstein, 

while Dille finished runner-up with a presentation about Harriet Beecher Stowe.Tournament to 2 

THE SHOW WILL GO ON
Litchfield Community Youth Theater overcomes 

pandemic challenges to bring ‘Frozen Jr.’ to the stage
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Adeline Nelson and Viola Pennertz rehearse a scene from “Frozen Jr.” The musical will be staged by Litchfield Community Youth 

Theatre Thursday through Sunday at Bernie Aaker Auditorium.

Grace Lindell plays Anna in the 

Litchfield Community Youth Theatre 

production of “Frozen Jr.”Theater to 2 
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It was a sad day for Hutchinson area green 

thumbs last July when Dundee Nursery and 

Floral closed its doors. The news was a surprise 

to Tracy Droessler, owner of Stockmen’s Green-

house and Garden Center in Litchfield.

“When I heard that Dundee had closed I was 

absolutely shocked,” Droessler said. “I couldn’t 

believe it.”

As the saying goes, when one door closes, an-

other opens. Droessler saw the need for a nursery 

in Hutchinson and was in contact with Tammy 

Field, the longtime manager of Dundee. With 

Field’s help, Droessler worked with the owners of 

Dundee to purchase the building, and in Febru-

ary the sale was final.

Stockmen’s Greenhouse and Garden Center 

at 1150 State Highway 7 E. in Hutchinson will 

officially open its doors Tuesday, just in time for 

the upcoming planting season. Its spring hours 

are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday, 

and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. You can also check 

out Stockmen’s on Facebook and Instagram, or 

visit stockmensgreenhouse.com.

“It will be eight weeks from the time we bought 

it to (opening), and it went from empty to every-

thing you see,” Droessler said.

It’s been a whirlwind since last August, when 

Droessler began talking to the former Dundee 

owners. But answering the door when opportu-

nity knocks is how Droessler got into the nursery 

business to begin with. She’s an accountant by 

trade but decided to follow a different passion 

when she purchased Stockmen’s in Litchfield 

in 2017.

“I worked in a greenhouse when I was in high 

school and loved it, and that’s what I always 

wanted to do,” Droessler said. “I went to school for 

accounting and I had the opportunity to do that 

and did that until I could save up enough money 

to buy my own (greenhouse). … Everything just 

came together in 2017. I’ve gotten a horticulture 

degree in a hands-on way rather than through 

schooling.”

One of the people who has helped Droessler 

along way is Field, so the two had already de-

veloped a strong rapport that will continue with 

Field managing the Hutchinson business. When 

Droessler expressed interest in purchasing 

Dundee, it was good news for Field and the people 

she had been hearing from in the community 

Stockmen’s 
fills need for 
green thumbs
Owner Tracy Droessler 
expands nursery, garden 
center business to 
Hutchinson location

Stockmen’s to 3 
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Stockmen’s Greenhouse and Garden 

Center in Hutchinson opened Tuesday. 

Tracy Droessler of Litchfield, right, owner 

of Stockmen’s in Litchfield, purchased the 

former Dundee Nursery building, while 

Tammy Field will manage the business 

after managing Dundee for many years 

before it closed last July.


