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P
hotography and telling people’s sto-

ries is a passion for Tanner Schaaf.

The 26-year-old man from Kings-

ton has been snapping pictures 

since he was 13. Today he works as 

a stringer for Live Storms Media, which pro-

vides weather footage for news outlets around 

the country, as well as coverage of other major 

events.

While Schaaf usually spends his time chas-

ing storms, this past week he’s been capturing 

the protests and riots sparked by the death of 

George Floyd in Minneapolis through his cam-

era lens and speaking to people on the streets. 

As it would be for most Minnesotans, Schaaf 

described the experience as surreal.

“I was there when they lit the Third Precinct 

on fire,” he said. “I was right there when they lit 

the Molotov cocktail. … You can’t get any more 

in there than that.”

Schaaf visited the protests for three nights 

straight —Thursday through Saturday — and 

thought he might return Sunday night as 

well. Along with providing coverage for his 

job, Schaaf wanted to witness the protests for 

himself and hear what the people had to say. 

But when he arrived on Thursday, he quickly 

realized this was unlike any experience he’d 

ever known.

By Brent schacherer

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

Litchfield School Board unanimously re-

jected a two-year teacher contract proposal 

from Litchfield Education Association during 

its meeting last week.

The contract which would 

cover the 2019-2021 school 

year called for a 4.192 per-

cent increase over the life of 

the contract — 2.055 percent 

in the first year and 2.137 

percent in the second year. 

The increases would mean a 

$356,281 increase in teacher 

salaries over the two-year 

period.

Board member Dave Huh-

ner offered the motion to 

“not accept” the proposed contract, because 

information he’s seen indicates the district’s 

funding could be “in jeopardy.” Fellow board 

member Greg Mathews agreed, saying that 

approving the proposed contract would be 

“unconscionable” based on the current eco-

nomic picture.

Superintendent Beckie Simensen said 

Tuesday that the board wanted 

to revisit the salary increase 

proposed as part of the 2020-

2021 school year.

Board Chairman Darrin 

Anderson, in an email to the 

media following the meeting, 

indicated that the board’s de-

cision was a reflection of the 

economic times.

“... Many people have lost 

their jobs, businesses are 

closed until further notice, and 

families are struggling to make ends meet,” 

Anderson’s email read. “For these reasons the 

Litchfield School Board feels that approving 

the new contract with our teachers is not the 

right time.”

The state is forecasting a $5-$10 billion dol-

lar deficit, the email said, which could affect 

school funding during the next two years.

“This puts extra strain on our community 

and school district to make cuts to balance 

the budget, which results in more people los-

ing their jobs, class sizes getting bigger, and 

education of our students being impacted,” 

Anderson wrote. “This has a ripple effect on 

our community with more job losses and more 

people impacted.”

Anderson’s email went on to say that the 

board wants to negotiate a contract that 

works for both the district and its teachers, 

but “with the economic uncertainty and the 

financial strain that currently is impacting 

the Litchfield community the board cannot 

support approving the current teacher contract 

proposal.”

By Jeremy Jones

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

After more than two months 

away, some of the faithful re-

turned to Church of St. Philip 

for a morning service this past 

Wednesday in Litchfield.

It was the first time the 

doors were opened for a large 

gathering since public Mass 

was cancelled March 18. And 

while those who gathered 

comprised a smaller group 

than was usual before church 

services were canceled due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, it was a welcome return to a degree 

of normalcy for the church.

“Li ke most chu rches we have been 

livestreaming weekend Mass,” said the Rev. 

Jeff Horejsi. “We have made personal calls to 

some people we thought were more vulnerable 

and we have continued to be available in case of 

a special need, especially if there is a concern 

for someone close to death.”

Despite those outreach efforts, however, 

the long gap in public service was a challenge, ‘I hope it works’
Local photographer captures Twin Cities riots with camera and interviews
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Rioters stand outside the Third Precinct police station in Minneapolis Thursday as it burned in this photo taken by Tanner 

Schaaf of Kingston.
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Tanner Schaaf, a 26-year-old 

photographer from Kingston, has been 

documenting the protests and riots in the 

Twin Cities with his camera.
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Another summer celebration fell victim to 

the COVID-19 pandemic last week.

The Meeker County Fair Board announced in 

an email May 26 that the 148th edition of the fair, 

traditionally held the first weekend in August, 

would be canceled.

“Our goal is to always support the commu-

nity with the respect and responsibility for all 

attendees, workers and volunteers,” the email 

from fair board Secretary Bobbi Jo Valiant said. 

“In these difficult times, it is for those same 

reasons, and with heavy hearts, this decision 

has been made.... We know this is the correct 

decision for the fair and to ensure the celebra-

tion can go on for the next 150 years.”

The county fair board’s decision followed 

the announcement a week earlier that the Min-

nesota State Fair will not take place in 2020.

The Meeker County Fair Board’s decision 

to cancel the fair came after much reflection 

and analyzing the costs and challenges of the 

pandemic — not just as they affect the fair, 

but also the county as a whole, the statement 

said.

“As we are a non-profit and rely heavily on 

our supporters, we also have to keep in mind 

the impact on the economy of our area,” the 

email said. “However, with the uncertainty of 

the times, and unknown challenges or future 

guidelines we are unable to be fully confident 

in the fact that it will be safe to gather and cel-

ebrate at the beginning of August 2020.”

Having made the decision to cancel this 

year’s fair, “we can pivot our energy towards 

continued improvements on the fairgrounds,” 

the statement said. That includes working with 

“friends of the fair” on projects and completing 

updates to buildings and the grounds.

The fair board is considering a community 

event at some point in the future, the statement 

said.

Additional information will be posted on 

the fair board’s Facebook page or its website at 

www.meekerfair.com.

Meeker County 
Fair canceled
Pandemic, health concerns 
prompt fair board’s decision


