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As COVID-19 case rates rise in McLeod 

and Meeker Counties, health care providers 

are feeling the strain and asking residents 

to do more to mitigate the spread of the con-

tagious and potentially deadly coronavirus.

“We have to stop pretending it’s not here,” 

said Dr. Deb Peterson, chief medical officer at 

Meeker Memorial Hospital in Litchfield. “We 

have to go back to not having big gatherings. 

In big gatherings, at church or in school, 

we should be wearing a mask. Stay home if 

you’re sick. All the things that were talked 

about at the beginning of the pandemic — and 

people are tired of now, I know — but we need 

to do them.”

The Minnesota Department of Health 

reported 163 new cases for the past week in 

McLeod County, marking the fourth straight 

week of new cases in the triple digits. The 

county’s 66th death since the pandemic be-

gan, a person age 30-34, was also reported Fri-

day, the fifth local death in the past month.

In Meeker County, 112 new cases were re-

ported last week, and on Monday the county 

reported its 50th death since the pandemic 

began and fourth in the past month.

Health care providers at Meeker Memo-

rial, Hutchinson Health and Glencoe Re-

gional Health described in dire terms the 

current state of hospitals 

and COVID-19 infection in 

communities, suggesting 

they are on the brink of 

crisis. Jim Lyons, president 

at Hutchinson Health, said 

that on Oct. 1, the hospital 

suspended non-emergent 

inpatient surgical proce-

dures to conserve resources 

such as inpatient beds and 

staff to care for those with 

COVID-19 and emergent is-

sues such as heart attacks, strokes and other 

life-threatening illnesses. He said that beds 

at Hutchinson Health have, at times, been 

completely full, and routinely have been 90% 

full. Lately, as many as 50% of the hospital’s 

beds are filled by people hospitalized with 

the virus.

“There is a limit to beds. There is a limit 
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The integrity of the 2020 election continues 

to make national headlines and spark debate in 

numerous states across America, and Minnesota 

is no exception.

Amid the discourse, Rep. Glenn Gruenhagen, 

R-Glencoe, has repeated claims regarding Min-

nesota’s 2020 election that Minnesota Secretary 

of State Steve Simon says are “unsubstantiated 

garbage.” Those claims were recently highlighted 

in a Sept. 21 YouTube video in which Gruenhagen 

cites allegations from Midwest Swamp Watch, 

a limited liability company with a Brookings, 

South Dakota, address, with Rick Weible, Min-

nesota GOP operative and former St. Bonifacius 

mayor, listed as its agent.

“According to their research, 39% of Minneso-

ta ballots were not connected to a registered voter 

as of Nov. 29, 2020, five days after the Minnesota 

canvassing board met and certified the election 

on Nov. 24,” Gruenhagen says in the video. “Those 

39% also included 700,000 absentee ballots that 

were not connected to a registered voter. ... We 

need a forensic audit here in the state of Minne-

sota to find out what the actual vote was.”

In response, the Secretary of State’s Office 

highlighted a comment left on a different Midwest 

Swamp Watch video earlier this year. The com-

ment appears under the name Max Hailperin, a 

professor emeritus in math, computer science and 

statistics at Gustavus Adolphus College who has 

been awarded the National Association of Secre-

taries of State’s Medallion Award for service in 

election-related technology and legislation.
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H
orns honked as a crowd gathered 

at Library Square in Hutchinson 

Monday for a rally opposing vacci-

nation mandates, especially those 

related to COVID-19.

People in attendance carried signs with 

slogans opposing vaccination mandates, while 

speakers addressed the crowd from the band 

shelter in the park.

The rally was organized by a group called 

Triple M Medical. According to a person who 

claimed to be one of the organizers, it’s a group 

of 3M employees concerned about President 

Joe Biden’s Sept. 9 announcement that ordered 

workers at companies with 100 employees or 

more to get vaccinated or undergo regular 

testing. The Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration, or OSHA, the federal agency 

overseeing workplace safety, is in charge of 

working out the details and is expected to issue 

a rule this fall.
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Hutchinson’s tax base growth has outpaced the 

levy, which means the tax rate for city residents is 

expected to decrease next year. The complicating 

factor is an increase to home values.

That’s the explanation Hutchinson Finance 

Director Andy Reid gave the City Council this 

past week when seeking approval of the city’s 

portion of the preliminary 2022 property tax 

levy. A preliminary levy must be approved each 

year by Sept. 30, and a final levy in December. 

The final levy can be smaller than the prelimi-

nary, but not higher.

Preliminary data the City Council reviewed 

showed:

 ■ The Housing Redevelopment Authority levy 

up 4%, from $200,000 to $208,000.

 ■ The Economic Development Authority levy 

up 11.2%, from $200,325 to $222,817

Preliminary data also showed:

 ■ Hutchinson’s general fund up 3.3%, from 

$5.43 million to $5.61 million.

 ■ Hutchinson’s debt service tax levy up 16.2%, 

from $2.2 million to $2.6 million.

 ■ The city levy up 7%, from $7.64 million to 

$8.17 million.

 ■ The total levy is up 7%, from $8.03 million 

to $8.06 million.

The general fund is balanced, and the 3.3% 

increase in the levy is mostly due to wages and 

benefits, Reid said. The increase may have been 

closer to 5%, but the city saved money by eliminat-

ing dispatch center expenses.

Notably, the city’s tax capacity is increas-

ing 10.5%, compared to the 7% proposed levy 

increase.

“When our base outpaces our levy, it ends up 

with a declined tax rate,” Reid said. “We’re esti-

mating a percent decrease in our tax rate based 

on this preliminary levy.”

Last year, the median home in Hutchinson 

was $186,000. Had the value stayed flat, “that 

homeowner would be seeing a 3% decrease in 

their (Hutchinson) taxes. It just shows how much 

the value comes into play,” Reid said.

However, the expectation is that a Hutchinson 

house previously valued at $186,000 will be valued 

at $200,000. That means such a home is expected 

to see a $62 increase to its city property taxes.

The preliminary levies were each approved 4-1 

by City Council, with Council Member Patrick 

May opposed.

Rising case 
rates strain 
health care
Local hospitals say the 
current COVID surge 
is once again stressing 
resources and workers
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Dr. Deb Peterson, chief medical 

offi cer at Meeker Memorial Hospital, 

was among the staff who received a 

vaccination in late December from the 

hospital’s fi rst shipment of the Pfi zer 

COVID-19 vaccine. She is among a 

growing group of health care workers 

pleading with members of the public to 

get vaccinated.

Jim 
Lyons

‘We are for health freedom’
Hundreds gather in 
Library Square to oppose 
vaccine, mask mandates
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Library Square in downtown Hutchinson was fi lled Monday with people protesting 

vaccine mandates during a rally featuring Dr. Scott Jensen, who is running for 

governor, as the keynote speaker.

Gruenhagen calls for Minnesota audit
Secretary of State calls 
representative’s claims 
of voter discrepancies 
‘unsubstantiated garbage’
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Rep. Glenn Gruenhagen, R-Glencoe, has drawn criticism from the Minnesota Secretary 

of State’s Offi ce for a recent video in which he makes claims of discrepancies in the 

2020 election.

City tax base offsets preliminary levy
Increase in home values 
means residents are still 
likely to pay more
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