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C
entral Minnesota is filled with farms, 

and many have stories to tell that in 

some cases go back 100 years or more. 

But about 6 miles north of Hutchin-

son, a couple of farmers hope to write 

a new story of Minnesota agriculture. One they 

say works more closely with ecology and is a 

natural rebuttal to industrial agriculture.

Daniel and Stephanie Zetah run New Story 

Farm, a regenerative farm the pair share with 

Daniel’s parents on the land where he grew up. 

But what is regenerative farming?

“I would define regenerative farming as a 

practice of farming that works with nature 

rather than against it, and a system that is 

either closed loop or going towards closed loop 

where there are no off-farm inputs,” Daniel 

said. “The way Ecology 101 works is, the waste 

of one species is the food of another. So every-

thing is part of that ecology, and that ecology 

is a closed loop in a way.”

Before the two met and started their regen-

erative farm, they lived very different life-

styles. Daniel worked in food production and 

as a compliance officer for chemical spraying 

in Tasmania. Stephanie, on the other hand, 

grew up in the South and earned a degree in 

graphic design.

BY BRENT SCHACHERER

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

Litchfield appeared ready to enter the still 

somewhat novel world of electrical vehicles 

when it approved installation of four charging 

stations around the city.

The first station went up during the recon-

struction of U.S. Highway 12/Sibley Avenue this 

summer, installed on the west side of Central 

Park. It appeared ready for use as soon as the 

street was opened.

And then, as the City Council learned Tues-

day night, someone essentially tripped over the 

power cord.

“Some miscommunication and a lot of 

left-hand, right-hand, non-action led to this 

installation in a non-permitted location,” City 

Administrator Dave Cziok wrote in a memo 

included in the council agenda packet.

His memo was accompanied by a letter from 

Kelly Brunkhorst, assistant district engineer 

for the Minnesota Department of Transporta-

tion, who wrote that the charging station “must 

be immediately removed,” because the station 

was installed without a permit from MnDOT.

Though MnDOT supports charging stations 

in approved areas “the current location is not 

acceptable,” Brunkhorst said.

Cziok told the City Council that the station 

will likely be removed in the next couple of 

weeks.

State law prohibits commercial enterprises 

— electric vehicle users would pay to use the 

BY BRENT SCHACHERER

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

Litchfield City Council approved a prelimi-

nary 2021 levy Sept. 8 that calls for a 5 percent 

increase over the current levy amount.

The total levy would equate to $2,974,000 

in property taxes collected, funding a general 

budget of $5,963,358.

“These local tax dollars usu-

ally provide about one-third of 

all revenues and are by far the 

largest revenue source within 

our control,” City Administra-

tor Dave Cziok wrote in a memo 

to the council. “As always, our 

goal is to provide the council 

with a budget that is ‘business 

as usual’ and doesn’t contain 

any operational changes.”

The council’s passage of a 

5 percent levy increase might have surprised 

some, given that Cziok recommended a levy 

increase of less than 1 percent in his memo. 

However, council members took a more ag-

gressive approach to revenue after hearing 

Cziok speak about the levy versus the city tax 

capacity.

Some also stressed the “preliminary” in pre-

liminary levy, given that the levy amount can be 

reduced, but not increased, any time before the 
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Telling a new story 
about agriculture

The owners of New Story Farm want to connect people with nature and their food

STAFF PHOTOS BY STEPHEN WIBLEMO

Stephanie Zetha, left, one of the owners of New Story Farm, north of Hutchinson, gives visitors a tour of the farm and its gardens, 

and explains what regenerative farming is about.

Daniel Zetah, who grew up on his family farm that is now part of New Story Farm, 

picks an apple from a tree he helped plant as a child. The farm now has several 

apple trees, which visitors were invited to enjoy. There was a small price, however, 

as visitors were asked to help pick up the fallen apples and fi ll barrels that were 

later used to feed the farm’s livestock. It’s all part of the farm’s educational goal of 

connecting people with nature and how their food is produced.


