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A man has to pack his classroom, notebooks 

and pencils at Litchfield Middle School, where 

he’s volunteered for five months and may 

never return.

After searching for nearly 10 years for 

gainful employment to immigrate to the U.S., 

Juan Gomez-Lindo returned to his country of 

birth, Bogota, Colombia June 6. Gomez-Lindo 

faced a situation many people who don’t have 

a temporary worker visa are experienced. Be-

ing unable to find a job, he volunteered as an 

English Second Language teacher for children 

at Litchfield Middle School.

Gomez-Lindo was in the U.S. with a visitor 

visa, but he wanted to obtain an H-1B visa, a 

work visa for foreigners. Many of the U.S. com-

panies who were interested in hiring Gomez-

Lindo hesitated once they discovered they need 

to sponsor him, he said. This either has to do 

with the employer’s lack of experience with the 

process or they are seeking employees for the 
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It was a rough start, but a quick turnaround 

for the Litchfield High School marching band.

The Marching Dragons, emerging from 

three-day band camp, struggled in their 

season-opening parade Saturday in the Rum 

River Festival at Princeton where they fin-

ished second in their class. Milaca captured 

Class A honors with 69.4 points while Litch-

field finished second with 67.4. A bright spot 

Saturday, however, was the color guard, which 

earned best overall color guard in the parade.

Less than 24 hours later, the Marching 

Dragons were back on the street, competing in 

the Friendly City Days parade at Albertville.

And they rebounded quite well.

The 125-member Litchfield band took sec-

ond place in the open class competition with 

82 points, finishing only behind Waconia’s 

195-member band, which garnered 83.2 points. 

Other bands in the parade were Benson, Maple 

Grove, Maple Lake and St. Francis.

Litchfield faces a busy week, with five 

parades in four days, beginning Thursday 

evening in Paynesville. The Marching Drag-

ons travel to Benson for the Flag Day Parade 

Friday, then perform a double-header Satur-

day, with parades at Owatonna in the morning 

and Waconia in the evening. The week ends 

with the Water Carnival parade Sunday in 

Hutchinson.

Marching Dragons open season

Litchfield rebounds with 
second in open class at 
Albertville
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Litchfield High School marching band leaped into action this past weekend with parades at Princeton and Albertville.
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Summer truly makes its appearance June 21 

but that’s not stopping Litchfield and surround-

ing communities from having fun.

As warmer weather creeps into Litchfield 

and school-aged kids are out for the summer 

break, everyone seems to be enjoying Litch-

field’s splash pad for its second summer debut. 

Several residents and visitors were out Friday 

to play at the splash pad, which has received 

mostly positive remarks from Litchfield resi-

dents and area community members alike.

The splash pad is now open from 9 a.m. to 

9 p.m. at the Lake Ripley Park, remaining 

open from summer through fall until colder 

weather comes.

Summer is here at Lake Ripley splash pad

Splash pad a big hit as 
summer begins
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Litchfield residents and surrounding communities enjoyed the splash pad at Lake 

Ripley Friday afternoon.
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ICS consulting reviewed the facility task 

force’s findings with the Litchfield School 

board at a special work session June 5.

The consultants and task force completed 

the research, study and reporting phases of 

the referendum process, leaving the board 

and ICS consulting to draft their plans for the 

November election. The board and ICS will 

meet throughout the summer during work 

sessions to whittle down the details of pro-

posed facility changes and operational needs.

School board 
talks levy
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ICS Consulting Principal Engineer Pat 

Overum, right, speaks to the Litchfield 

School Board during a work session 

June 5.

School to A6 

Colombian to A6 

Colombian man 
leaves Litchfield
After searching for a job 
for a decade, he must 
return home
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Work session highlights 
building, district needs

Melanie Henning, left, lets 6-month-old 

Axel Henning, right, get his feet wet at 

the splash pad Friday.


