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Litchfield schools were closed last week, but 

the district continued to ensure students had 

school lunch.

As school closures are likely to stretch on 

for some time because of the coronavirus (CO-

VID-19) pandemic, the district has a plan — a 

meal program dubbed Dragon Curbside to Go 

— to ensure students still have a meal, whether 

they’re at the school or not.

“It’s so much fun seeing the faces of the 

students as they come through the line, and 

the parents and the gratitude that everybody’s 

giving is great,” Rachael Voight, a food service 

assistant for Litchfield High School, said on 

Thursday while she delivered meals to a steady 

stream of vehicles that lined up near the high 

school’s main entry.

“We miss the kids,” Voight continued. 

“Everybody does. Teachers, kitchen workers, 

paraprofessionals and janitors. … It’s not the 

same without them here.”

The curbside pickup of meals — prepared 

by school lunchroom staff — ran Wednesday 

through Friday last week, serving more than 

300 students per day, according to Superinten-

dent Beckie Simenson.

Meals will not be served this week, March 

23-27, which was on the school calendar as 

spring break. But an expanded service with 

additional distribution sites will resume be-

ginning March 30, Simenson said in a letter 

to parents Friday.

Those additional pickup sites will be:

 ■ Lake Ripley Elementary School bus 
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Mayor Keith Johnson sat alone at the dais 

as he gaveled the Litchfield City Council into 

emergency session Friday afternoon.

While only a few administrative staff joined 

Johnson in the council chamber, he had the 

required quorum of members by virtue of the 

virtual — six council members joined the meet-

ing via a video conferencing program.

The emergency meeting, of course, was 

called in response to the coronavirus pandem-

ic, which brought a flurry of health warnings 

and governmental actions to close schools, 

businesses and restrict access to some health 

care facilities.

And though the meeting got off to a rough 

start, with Councilor Darlene Kotelnicki 

eventually being summoned to join the meet-

ing in person because of technical difficul-

ties, the technology worked well enough for 

the City Council to unanimously approve a 

pair of resolutions that give the council and 

administration broader powers during the 

emergency.

The resolution enacting the emergency dec-

laration says, in part, the city is enacting the 

powers because “conditions in Minnesota and 

the threat to the visitors and inhabitants of the 

City has worsened considerably as a result of 

the Emergency” and “this situation threatens 

the provision and delivery of city services as 

a result of the Emergency.”

“These are unprecedented times here,” 

Cziok told council members. “While we con-

tinue to think about our community members 
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Owners of Bonfire Bar & Grille donated 

about 745 pounds of food to Meeker Area Food 

Shelf last week after the restaurant closed due 

to the coronavirus threat.

Gov. Tim Walz ordered restaurants and 

bars closed to the public, beginning March 17 

through March 27, in an attempt to curb the 

further spread of the COVID-19 virus through-

out Minnesota.

“With forced closure of the restaurants and 

bars, we had the opportunity of doing delivery 

or pickup,” Bonfire owner Dick Burgart said 

about why he decided to donate to the food shelf.

“But being located nine miles out in the 

country, we didn’t think there was a very vi-

able alternative,” he continued. “So we had 

stuff that we thought would be spoiled or go 

bad between now and the time that we will be 

allowed to reopen, and so we decided we’d give 

it to the food shelf.”

Tanya Estrada, assistant director of Meeker 

Area Food Shelf, said that since March 16 the 

food shelf has seen donations increase.

“It is our March drive,” Estrada said. “So we 

usually would get more donations in March. But 

it’s not normal for restaurants to come to give 

us all their food like that — not at this extreme.

“It’s very nice, having all this food,” she con-

tinued. “I mean, we don’t have to worry about 

fresh stuff. Just in case we don’t get it from 
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Atwater-Cosmos-Grove City School officials 

met Monday evening, observing recommended 

social distances in the high school auditorium. 

Although all board members and Superintendent 

Nels Onstad were physically present, other school 

administrators joined via video conference.

Despite a few technical glitches, Onstad pro-

vided the board with several pieces of hopeful 

information amid the dynamic changes that 

took place across the state and nation this past 

two weeks.

The first silver lining in the storm clouds 

of the COVID-19 outbreak and emergency 

measures was that the absence of students and 

most staff from the ACGC buildings has allowed 

construction on the infrastructure renovations 

to proceed more rapidly. Onstad noted that not 

only has the high school/middle school siding 

removal and replacement commenced with the 

recent warm spring weather, but work on heat-

ing and cooling ductwork has begun. Work has 

also progressed faster at the elementary school 

in Atwater.

A second silver lining was that chaos in 

national financial markets had an unexpect-

edly positive effect on sales of the district’s fa-

cilities maintenance and tax abatement bonds, 

which were sold to finance a portion of the 2020 

School lunch to go
Litchfield Public Schools implements curbside lunch program
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Amy Berube, a high school cook, is handing out meal bags to families through passenger-side window of vehicles.

City Council approves emergency declaration
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City Administrator David Cziok stands at a podium before Mayor Keith Johnson in 

the mostly empty city council chambers at the start of an emergency meeting Friday.
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