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When pro-Trump rioters in Washington, 

D.C., stormed the U.S. Capitol last week, five 

people, including a police officer, died as a re-

sult. Meanwhile, a 500-person rally outside the 

Minnesota Capitol in St. Paul billed as a “Storm 

the Capitol” rally was peaceful and included 

prayers, but also speeches and signs promoting 

civil war and violence.

“Peaceful protests are a constitutional right,” 

said Rep. Glenn Gruenhagen, R-Glencoe. “How-

ever, violence, anarchy and looting are not and 

should be condemned and prosecuted.”

Gruenagen was one of a handful of legisla-

tors who spoke at the St. Paul rally and offered 

non-violent rhetoric. He described the event as 

a “stop the steal” rally, which references the 

belief that the presidential election was stolen 

from Donald Trump.

“We have a cultural war on 

which direction the country 

will go,” he reiterated his mes-

sage to a reporter Monday.

What Gruenhagen said he 

saw at the St. Paul rally was 

the boiling over of a year of 

struggles into anger regarding 

the outcome of the presidential 

election. Attendees spoke of 

hardships from COVID-19, 

business closures and restrictions, and dam-

age to communities during Black Lives Matter 

protests in 2020.

“You have to understand the level of frustra-

tion people are experiencing,” he said. “Some 

people are losing everything they worked for.”

Other local legislators said they were not invit-

ed to speak at the rally and would have declined.

“If it was titled ‘Storm the Capitol,’ that in 

itself is pretty inflammatory,” Sen. Scott New-

man, R-Hutchinson, said. “I wouldn’t have even 

considered going there.”

“I would not have spoken to a group if there 

were signs about civil war and insurrection,” 

Dean Urdahl, R-Acton Township, said.
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The new year dawned with Litchfield City 

Council facing a nagging, old problem.

What to do with the city-owned golf course 

and clubhouse?

A lengthy discussion among council mem-

bers — sandwiched around a pointed critique 

and explanation of operations by a member of 

Litchfield Golf Club Inc. — ended with a Council 

vote to clear up old debts and continue looking 

for solutions to a years-old problem.

Based on what Peter Kormanik, who rep-

resented Golf Club Inc., said during the Jan. 4 

meeting, it could be a bumpy path to a resolu-

tion.

Near the end of a several-minute monologue, 

during which he said the city — while threaten-

ing to take golf club operations away from GCI 

because of poor management — was actually 

not fulfilling its obligations, Kormanik likened 

discussions to marital difficulties.

“You call this a separation,” Kormanik said. 

“I call it a bad divorce. Because that’s what’s 

happening.”

The City Council approved, on a 5-2 vote, a 

$62,500 payment to Golf Club Inc., the total of 

five years’ worth of operating allocations due 

the nonprofit organization that runs the club-

house under terms of a 2013 lease agreement.

The lease calls for the city to make an annual 

payment to GCI equal to $75 for each golf club 

membership sold in a given season. Since 2013, 

the city has not made five of eight payments. 

The city paid $15,800 in 2013, while the 2014 

($13,850) and 2016 ($14,475) allocations were 

forgiven by GCI.

Those details were shared in a memo from 

Council members Eric Mathwig and Betty Al-

len, which was included in the meeting agenda 

packet. And while the memo answered some 

questions, it also left open several others that 

Council members asked throughout the discus-

sion:

Why didn’t the city make the annual pay-

ments? Why were 2014 and 2016 allocations 

forgiven, but not 2015? Whose responsibility 

was it to ensure payments were made? Should 

GCI have billed the city for the allocations? 
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S
ince their first child arrived five weeks 

early, Jill and Aaron Traut did all they 

could to prepare for an early-arriving 

second child.

That was a good thing.

Gathered with family for an early celebration 

of Jill’s birthday the evening of Jan. 1, nature 

took its course.

“We were actually having a birthday cake at 

my in-laws, and that’s when my water broke,” 

said Jill, who was still three weeks from her due 

date. “It was like, ‘It’s time to go!’”

For some, this might have been a frightening 

or at least nerve-racking experience. But given 

their experience with the birth of their first 

child, Hayes, three years ago, they were ready. 

The Trauts already had a hospital bag packed 

and in the car, and they were soon on the road 

to deliver what would become the first baby 

of the new year at Meeker Memorial Hospital.

They fog-shrouded drive from Cold Spring 

to Litchfield took a little longer than it might 

have under clear conditions, but they arrived at 
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A trail that would connect Litchfield’s 

downtown to Lake Ripley might be welcomed 

by many.

But if building that trail would result in the 

loss of trees, the answer is “not so fast” — at 

least for some City Council members.

The Council approved Monday, on a 5-2 vote, 

an application for a Transportation Alterna-

tives Program grant, which would provide 

funding for construction of a 10-foot wide trail 

that would run along the west side of Sibley 

Avenue, from Commercial Street on the north 

to Pleasure Drive on the south.

The city applied for the grant in 2020, as well, 

but did not receive any funding. However, it 

was encouraged to apply again this year, ac-

cording to a memo from City Engineer Chuck 

DeWolf.

If its application is accepted, the city could 

receive $239,000 to assist in covering the 

estimated $615,300 cost of the Sibley Avenue 

trail. Minnesota Department of Transporta-

tion would cover about $231,000 of the trail 

cost, DeWolf said, leaving the city to cover the 

remaining $145,300.

Those details, however, 

were quickly forgotten as 

Councilor Darlene Kotelnicki 

forcefully objected to a plan 

that could mean the removal 

of several trees from the South 

Sibley Avenue entrance to 

the city.

“We’re not going to start 

cutting down trees in this 

community,” Kotelnicki said.

She was joined in her objec-

tion by Councilor Betty Allen, 

who said, “I can’t cut down all 

these trees.”

DeWolf’s memo indicated 

that 14 large trees on the 

west side of Sibley Avenue 

would have to be removed to 

make room for the wider path, 

which would replace the side-

walk currently in place. Six 

large trees between the exist-

ing sidewalk and curb might 

be unaffected by the path. In 

addition 16 smaller trees could be left in their 
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The Traut family — parents 

Aaron and Jill, and big 

brother Hayes, 3 — pose for a 

photo with Meeker Memorial 

Hospital’s fi rst baby of the 

new year, Nash Aaron Traut.

Nash Aaron Traut was born at 12:08 a.m. 

Jan. 2 at Meeker Memorial Hospital. He 

shares a birthday with his mother, Jill, 

and his middle name with his father, 

Aaron.
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