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M
innesota golf fans received good 

news when Gov. Tim Walz is-

sued an executive order April 

17 allowing golf courses around 

the state to open for business.

In Litchfield, the news arrived so suddenly 

the city was unable to prepare and gather 

staff to take tee times, so the administration 

opened Litchfield Golf Course and let people 

play for free.

“It was just park and wait your turn and 

play,” City Administrator Dave Cziok said.

April 18 was the first official day that cours-

es could be open, and many were out to enjoy 

the free golf. Among them was Chris Woelfel 

of LItchfield. Although he’s not an avid golfer, 

he likes to get out once in a while and couldn’t 

pass up the opportunity for some exercise 

outside his home.

“Something to do, freedom,” Woelfel said of 

golf courses opening. “I would say it’s some-

thing to do above all else.”

During the Litchfield City Council meet-

ing April 20, Cziok said staff was developing 

a method to collect green fees, likely an open 

window at the clubhouse, and that plan was 

implemented by the middle of this past week.

But Cziok cautioned the City Council and 

the public that it would be far from “business 

as usual” at the golf course this summer. 

Tournaments, which are a major source of 

revenue, have been canceled for the duration 

of the summer.

The coronavirus is the latest significant 

hurdle for Litchfield Golf Course. The non-

profit Golf Club Inc. is still searching for a new 

tenant for the clubhouse dining area and bar, 

while renovation of the bar area and patio — 

improvements approved by the City Council 

two weeks ago — are taking place.

But after weeks of being cooped up by the 

coronavirus and stay-home orders, there 

were plenty of golfers interested in hitting the 

course when the governor gave the OK. Among 

those out April 18 were Litchfield High School 

sophomores Wyatt Larson and Dominic Dietel. 

Both felt the same as Woelfel — that having golf 

courses open gives people one more option for 

something to do outside.

“I feel like it’s more of a freedom that we 

have now,” Larson said. “Instead of staying 

inside and playing video games, we can come 

out and exercise in nice weather.”

“It just adds some spice to what we can do 

with everything closed,” Dietel added.

Larson and Dietel also don’t play much 

golf in their free time, so this has given 

them the chance to work on their game that 
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Home values in Litchfield jumped by an 

average of 15 percent for 2020, a rate that the 

Meeker County Assessor’s Office said gets the 

city to state mandated valuation levels.

The property value discussion came as 

part of the Litchfield City Council’s board of 

review function at the beginning of the April 

20 regular meeting.

County Assessor Lee Schroeder and ap-

praiser Travis Scoblic presented their property 

valuation recommendations and explanation 

of the increase.

Litchfield’s property valuation average stood 

at about 82 percent of the average sale price of 

homes during 2019, Schroeder said. Meanwhile, 

the state requires that values be between 90 and 

105 percent of property sale prices.

The ratios were based on 60 qualified sales 

in the city in 2019, according to Scoblic.

Increasing property values by 15 percent 

pushed the average to about 95 percent, Scoblic 

said, which was an acceptable level according 

to state requirements.

“There were some pretty decent increases 

depending on how much your property was 

valued at to begin with,” Schroeder said.

Councilor Vern Loch Jr. wondered how 

the city’s average valuation could have been 

only 84 percent of the average sales price, and 

whether it had anything to do with the city’s 

“need for housing.”

“Everything is based on sales,” Schro-

eder said, adding that the assessor’s office 

performed a study at the end of last year to help 

determine what created the gap. That study 

had not been done for a couple of years, he said, 

because the city’s valuations were at 99 percent 

of sales prices, “which is about what you want.”

Litchfield was not the only municipality in 

Meeker County to experience a property value 

bump. Eden Valley saw its average valuation 

jump by 35 percent, and Grove City’s aver-

age rose 30 percent. Dassel saw a 20 percent 

increase, while Kingston saw a 15 percent 

bump. Cosmos and Darwin both saw average 

increases of 10 percent.

Nine Litchfield property owners challenged 

their valuations, and all were brought to the 

City Council’s board of review. The properties 

and valuations:

 ■ Dave and Misty Marotte, 830 Cottonwood 

Ave., saw their value rise from 272,700 in 2019 

to $300,200 in 2020.

Streets of Litchfield will miss the blare of 

trumpets and thump of bass drums this sum-

mer.

The Litchfield Parade of Bands Committee 

announced Sunday it would cancel its marching 

band festival, originally planned for June 16.

“We understand and share in the disappoint-

ment this news brings,” Judy Hulterstrum, 

chairwoman of the committee and executive 

director of the Litchfield Visitors Bureau, said 

in a news release.

The Parade of Bands announcement follows 

by one week the cancellation of Litchfield’s 

Watercade celebration. Both events — as many 

throughout the state — fell victim to the coro-

navirus pandemic and the financial strain the 

stay-home orders and social distancing guide-

lines have placed on local businesses that fund 

the events through donations.
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Litchfield’s financial posi-

tion is strong as it and commu-

nities across the country face 

the uncertainty of a pandemic-

created recession.

That was the assessment 

of Justin McGraw of Conway 

Deuth and Schmiesing, who 

presented the city’s audit re-

port during the City Council 

meeting April 20.

The city has “really good fis-

cal policy that put you in the position you are in 

today,” McGraw said. “You’re set up to the point 

where you’re not scrambling to figure out how 

you’re going to pay your light bill.”

The city’s electric fund saw the largest in-

crease in net position over the previous year 

among its proprietary funds — more than $1.6 

million — due to an increase in service charges 

and contingency payments it received from 

Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, 

according to the audit. The sewer fund also 

saw an $88,764 increase due to service charge 

increases, but its operating income declined 

On course for ‘freedom’
Golfers relish loosening of rules that open state courses
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A sign near the tee box on hole No. 1 at Litchfield Golf Course reminds golfers to practice social distancing and to not share a golf 

cart.

Committee 
cancels band 
festival
Parade of Bands falls 
victim to pandemic

Litchfield Marching Band performed its 

1930 Chicago show during the Parade of 

Bands in 2019.

Audit offers 
optimism
City has about nine 
months’ financial cushion

Ron 
Dingmann

City property values rise 15 percent
Increase necessitated by 
valuations not meeting 
sales prices as mandated

Property values rose by 15 percent in 

Litchfield for 2020.
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