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School celebrates 50 years
with ice cream social / A2

BY CAM BONELLI

bonelli@independentreview.net

To lessen the burden of pet care on low-income 

households, Hawk Creek Animal Shelter and 

Ridgewater College in Willmar partnered up 

nearly a decade ago to provide low-cost, income-

based vaccination clinics in Willmar and Litch-

field in the spring and fall.

These clinics allow families who can’t af-

ford to vaccinate their pets an option to keep 

their animals healthy and safe. Through the 

partnership, vet tech students, a certified 

veterinarian and the animal shelter provide 

a much-needed service to rural communi-

ties. The day of the event, cars with pet pas-

sengers lined up around the Meeker County 

Fairgrounds. According to Casey Rajewsky, 

Hawk Creek Animal Shelter director, the event 

garners more popularity every year.

“We typically have 100 animals show up,” Ra-

jewsky said. “We’ve had a pretty steady increase 

each year. We ended up having to host the event 

twice a year because so many people were bring-

ing their pets.”

Hawk Creek Animal Shelter’s services reach 

into several rural communities, giving pet 

owners a chance to learn more about annual 

vaccinations and vet visits. Rajewsky said Hawk 

Creek Animal Shelter services Kandiyohi and 

Meeker counties and the cities of Paynesville 

and Renville.

“We are the only shelter around here, and we 

want to help out as much as we can. We are about 

pets being happy and healthy.”

Dr. Allen R. Balay, veterinarian technology in-

structor and a veterinarian, carried a clipboard 

and signed off paperwork for each pet that visited 

the Meeker County Fairgrounds.

“I’ve got to have my eyes on each pet,” Balay 

said.

While groups of students gathered around 

tables to give pets vaccinations and a mini-exam, 

Balay watched as students interacted with the 

pets and their owners. Although the exams stu-

dents gave were brief, the check allowed students 

to see if the pet needed to visit the vet.

“The clinic is wonderful,” he said. “It gives our 

students exposure to animals or breeds they may 

not be used to. One of our advisory committees 

told us that they need broader experience, and 

this gives the students that opportunity.”

LOW-COST ALTERNATIVE

Getting a new pet can prove a daunting 

experience, especially when the cost of vaccina-

tions, an exam, and spay and neuter procedures 

are considered. Balay said although some vets 

oppose low-cost clinics such as the one offered 

by Hawk Creek Animal Shelter and Ridgewa-

ter College, the event allows a chance for pets 

who may not go to a vet otherwise to get their 

recommended shots.

“Each animal gets a mini-exam,” Balay 

said. “It’s not thorough like a vet exam, but if a 

student notices something abnormal, they can 

recommend to the owner to take their pet in to 

get checked.”

The students have to participate in a clinic each 

Vaccination clinic
helps rural communities
care for their pets
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A Litchfi eld pet owner holds his dog Bennett’s leash while vet tech students at Ridgewater college, middle, Holly Radcliff and 

Taylor Niece give the dog an examine. The students participated in the clinic at the Meeker County Fairgrounds May 9 to give 

low-cost vaccinations to Litchfi eld-area pets.

Getting
pets low-cost
vaccinations

BY STAN ROESER

COUNTY PROFILE UPDATE

Commissioners of the Meeker County Board 

received a county profile update from February 

2019, containing a plethora of interesting facts 

about Meeker at its May 7 meeting.

The predominant age group in the county is 

55-64 with 15.1 percent of our citizens falling in 

that age range, according to the profile. The next 

largest age group surprisingly is the 5-14 age 

group, encompassing 14.1 percent of Meeker’s 

citizens. Statistics showed Meeker’s population 

to be 23,131, of whom 97 percent are white.

Figures showed just a 1.8 percent unemploy-

ment rate for residents in the prime working 

age of 45-54 years. Meeker’s overall unemploy-

ment rate in February was down to 2.9 percent. 

Forty-six percent of Meeker’s workers the report 

showed are employed outside the county.

OTHER MATTERS

The board approved a conditional use 

permit for the Sparboe Companies, clearing 

away for the demolition of six existing poultry 

layer buildings and the construction of two new 

poultry layer buildings at the firm’s site just off 

Highway 12 east of Litchfield.

The CUP also covers the construction of a 

concrete bunker for solid manure loadout and 

one totally enclosed solid manure loading and 

storage building. The project had been previ-

ously approved by the County Planning and 

Zoning Commission.

PERSONNEL-RELATED MATTERS

The board agreed to an independent contrac-

tor arrangement with Carmen Patino to provide 

Spanish interpretive services as needed to the 

social services and the Meeker County Sheriff’s 

Department at $32.72 per hour.

One-sixth of Meeker 
County population 
is age 55-64

BY MATTHEW KOTELNICKI

for the Independent Review

Although they haven’t been seen lately, a 

flock of turkeys is known to prowl the north 

end of town, generally following Jewett Creek. 

Whether Litchfield residents should allow these 

wild birds to get comfortable within city limits 

is a topic that may need to be discussed sooner 

rather than later.

“I don’t consider them a nuisance, but I could 

see where they would be, potentially,” said Tom 

Kersting, the business office manager at Davis 

Motors. Kersting said he’s seen the birds move 

through the parking lot of Davis Motors and 

cross Highway 12, stopping traffic (even semi-

trucks) at times.

“So far it’s almost like entertainment as op-

posed to a nuisance.”

Many Litchfield residents may be aware of 

the turkey issues nearby Hutchinson has dealt 

with for several years. Currently, the city is 

dealing with 30-40 birds that routinely inter-

rupt traffic and leave droppings everywhere 

they go. The city council’s discussion of the 

issue is ongoing, and solutions are few.

“The (wild turkey) population has started 

to reach its carrying capacity in places,” said 

Is it time for Litchfield to talk turkey?
Flock of turkeys north of 
town may become nuisance

PHOTO COURTESY MATTHEW KOTELNICKI

While they aren’t an issue yet, a fl ock of 

turkeys north of Litchfi eld near Jewett 

Creek has been known to cause a few 

traffi c delays.

BY SARV MITHAQIYAN

smithaqiyan@independentreview.net

It’s never too early to learn how to count, save 

and use money the right way.

At least that’s what Paula Dunn’s class demon-

strates. Dunn, a fourth-grade math, reading and 

grammar teacher at ACGC elementary school, 

has taught her students about money manage-

ment for about 10 years.

She currently teaches a class of 17 students 

between the ages of 9 and 10. She uses a mock 

Fourth-graders 
learn how to save 
money
‘Dunn Dough’ 
teaches students fiscal 
responsibility, character
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Paula Dunn is a fourth-grade teacher at 

ACGC in Atwater, Minnesota. She has 

been using money as part of how she 

teaches her class. 

Dunn to A2 ➤

Vaccine to A3 ➤

Turkey to A3 ➤


