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M
idwesterners love the county 

fair, especially Austin Lang, 

who fits in an extra one every 

year.

Each year after the McLeod 

County Fair, Lang and his family head down 

to join the Clay County Fair in Spencer, Iowa. 

The two-week county fair is considered one of 

the largest in the United States with roughly 

300,000 annual visitors.

“I’ve been going down there for 15 years,” said 

Lang, a 17-year-old Lynn Hustlers McLeod County 

4-H’er who has shown two American miniature 

horses for most of his life. “My grandma shows 

down there, so I show against my grandma.”

At the McLeod County Fair this year, Lang 

and his horse Whoopsie won Champion Minia-

ture Horse. At the Clay County fair, Whoopsie 

won her class in 36 inches and taller. Smokey 

won his class in 34 inches and shorter.

“Grandma always does good,” Lang said. 

“It’s hard to beat her. We go back and forth 

every year, that’s why it’s so much fun. It’s a 

family thing.”

He came out on top this year, and also man-

aged to best his grandmother, Donna Scheele, 

in the obstacle course. He also took home a 

unique award this year.

“I think it was supposed to be a secret,” Lang 

said. “It’s the first year they’ve had a sportsman-

ship award.”

Judges were asked to pick which contestant 

showed the best sportsmanship, and Lang’s 

number was called. Lang was credited for his 

manners as well as his conduct.

“Every time I went to a show ring a judge 

gave me a tip, and when I came back in I did 

their tip,” he said.

As his trophy, he was given a horse halter.

A LIFE WITH HORSES

Lang has been in 4-H since he was in third 

grade. It appealed to him more than Clover 

Buds, as young members of the club show along-

side their parents.

Mini horses, big winners
Austin Lang was honored at one of the country’s largest county fairs
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Austin Lang competes each year in Minnesota and Iowa with his American miniature horses, Smokey and Whoopsie.

“Grandma always does good. 
It’s hard to beat her. We go back 
and forth every year, that’s why 
it’s so much fun. It’s a family 
thing.”

Austin Lang, McLeod County 4-H’er
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It’s Homecoming Week at Hutchinson High 

School, and this year it will reach its climax 

with the Battle of the Tigers.

The Hutchinson Tigers and the Delano Ti-

gers meet at S.R. Knutson field 7 p.m. Friday 

night to cap off a week of excitement with the 

annual Hutchinson High School Homecoming 

football game.

“They tell me it could be a closer game,” said 

senior Sydney Schmidt, a homecoming chair 

from the Student Council. “It won’t be a blowout.”

Prepare for the Battle of the Tigers
Much is planned 
for Hutchinson 
Homecoming Week

Homecoming 

chair Ainslea 

Jensen, 

student 

council 

president Cole 

Meyer and 

Homecoming 

chair Sydney 

Schmidt 

have helped 

prepare 

activities for 

Homecoming 

Week, which 

starts Monday 

at Hutchinson 

High School.
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Hutchinson property owners will likely see 

another tax increase after the City Council on 

Tuesday approved a preliminary total tax levy 

— general fund and debt service combined — 

of $7.5 million for 2020. That would represent 

a total increase of 3.1 percent, including a 4.5 

percent increase in taxes for the general fund 

totaling $5.29 million.

No increase was made to the current $2.2 

million debt service tax levy.

Tax collection for 2020 will 

not be finalized until late 

December, and the annual 

Truth-in-Taxation hearing 

was set for 6 p.m. Tuesday, 

Dec. 5, at the City Center, 111 

Hassan St. S.E. The council 

can reduce the preliminary 

levy amount, but it can’t 

increase it.

The estimated median-

valued home was raised to 

$166,500 from $160,000 the previous year. City 

officials also received an estimated 3.1 percent 

increase, or $11.2 million, in the city’s 2020 tax 

capicity, which is determined by properties’ tax-

able market values multiplied by their tax rates.

“It (the city’s tax capacity) was actually 

less of an increase than we anticipated,” said 

Finance Director Andy Reid. “I was anticipat-

ing a 4 percent increase, which was more in 

line with our residential home value increase.”

The estimated 3.1 percent tax capacity 

increase would essentially offset a 3.1 percent 

tax levy increase, leaving the tax rate flat from 

2019. A median-valued home would have city 

taxes of $967, about a $47 increase.

Preliminary 
levy set by 
City Council
A 3.1 percent 
levy increase may 
be approved

Andy 
Reid

BY JEREMY JONES

jones@hutchinsonleader.com

Every so often the issue of “lunch shaming” 

makes it into national or state news as schools 

grapple with the diligent way to respond when 

students don’t have money to pay for school 

lunch.

In 2014, Mid-Minnesota 

Legal Aid found 53 percent of 

Minnesota schools provided 

alternate meals — such as 

a peanut butter and jelly 

sandwich or cheese sandwich 

— and 15 percent provided 

no meal to students whose 

meal accounts were in the 

negative. A follow up this 

summer found 13 percent of-

fer an alternative meal and 

no schools offer no meal. Minnesota law pro-

hibits schools from withholding diplomas for 

lunch debt, a practice used by some schools in 

the United States. Schools are required by the 

United States Department of Agriculture to try 

School lunches 
for all students
Hutchinson Public Schools 
working on after-school 
meal program

Lesli 
Mueller

Mini horses to A4 ➤

Homecoming to A6 ➤ School meals to A4 ➤

City levy to A4 ➤


