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FIND SOME
FIREWORKS
There’s plenty in the area to
do for the Fourth of July / B1

FEEL THE ROAR
OF THE ENGINES

Revved up fans flocked to town
for the Power Pull Nationals / B5

$1.50 ON NEWSSTANDS
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TO REACH US
PHONE: 320-753-3635 FAX: 320-753-3636

DELIVERY AND SUBSCRIPTIONS: 320-753-3657

Honored for General Excellence by the National 

Newspaper Association in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 

2007, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2016

We break news at hutchinsonleader.com,

facebook.com/hutchleader

and twitter.com/hutchleader.

BOOM! BOOM!: It’s the Fourth of July. 
Celebrate with parades and fireworks, B1.

CHILLS AND THRILLS: If you’re looking for 
action, don’t miss the Bulls and Barrels Ro-
deo at the McLeod County Fairgrounds, B2.

BUY LOCAL: Visit the Hutchinson Farm-
ers Market for homegrown goods and 
produce, B2.

FREE MOVIE: Century 9 is hosting “The 
Greatest Showman” at 10 a.m., B2

FUN AND FUNDS: The second annual Tails 
on Trails 5K is 9-11 a.m. at New Century 
Academy. All proceeds go to the Heart of 
Minnesota Animal Shelter, B2.

FAMILIAR FACE: Musician PK Mayo, bet-
ter know as Paul Mayasich, is performing 
roots, Americana and blues music 2-5 p.m. 
at Crow River Winery, B2.

CHEERS! It’s a week of festivities as Litch-
field celebrates its sesquicentennial and 
Watercade, B2.

LAST CHANCE: Gates open at 5 p.m. for 
the 7 p.m. start of the second night of the 
Bulls and Barrels Rodeo, B2.
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W
hat started as a way for Marty 

Matousek to connect with his 

father’s World War I service 

has turned into a personal 

mission to honor locals who 

fought in the Great War.

It all started when Matousek, who splits 

time living in Silver Lake and Texas, attended 

a Memorial Day service this past year and 

heard his father’s name, which is also Marty 

Matousek, called out.

“It was the first time I heard my dad’s 

name spoken as part of that veterans group,” 

Matousek said. “I was touched. I cried like 

a baby.”

It dawned on him during the meeting that 

he had his father’s old naval uniform back at 

his Texas home, and he called his daughter to 

have the box with the uniform shipped up to 

Minnesota. Once he received it, he opened it 

and discovered three medals in addition to the 

‘For patriotism and loyalty’
Marty Matousek is on 
a mission to honor 
World War I veterans, 
such as his father
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Marty Matousek of Silver Lake holds up a medal his father, Marty, received during a 

McLeod County ceremony after serving in World War I. He’s also wearing his father’s 

old Navy uniform.
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It all started with two families. Now the 240 

baptized members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

of Stewart are celebrating 125 years.

The festivities kicked off in January with 

a new banner and theme, “Rooted in Christ,” 

based on Ephesians 3:17. To keep the ball rolling, 

the congregation is reviving an old tradition 

each month as part of a step back in time. Not 

that tradition is anything new for the church.

“We have a German dinner every year,” said 

the Rev. Mahlon Bekedam. “That’s our most 

important fundraiser.”

In February, the church practiced the old 

tradition of men sitting on the right and women 

on the left of the sanctuary during the worship 

service. Such was once a common practice that 

ended at the church in the 1930s so families 

could sit together. In March, the church used 

long-handled baskets to gather offerings. In 

April, women were asked to wear hats on Easter 

and men were asked to wear suits. On May 5, 

the church remembered its German heritage by 

conducting a worship service in both German 

and English. German services were conducted 

in the church until 1967.

“It’s been about 50 years since we had any 

German services, but a lot of people remem-

bered,” Bekedam said.

On Saturday, July 13, St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church will host a community celebration. It 

will kick off with a free carnival for all ages at 

11 a.m-6 p.m. Historic cemetery tours are from 

1-3 p.m. and the BASICS concert is at 3 p.m. 

Bekedam said many of the events will have a 

strong youth focus, but the celebration has also 

inspired many members of the congregation 

who have moved away to make plans to visit.

Celebratory worship is the next day. Coffee 

and fellowship is at 9 a.m. Worship and holy 

communion is at 10 a.m. Chicken dinner is at 

11:30 a.m. Advanced tickets are required. The 

closing ceremony is at 1 p.m.

A LOOK AT HISTORY

In January 1894, The Rev. I. E. Wuebben of 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church Fernando re-

quested Postmaster Bordwell of Stewart place 

a notice in the post office indicating he would 

hold worship at 2 p.m. Sunday at the town hall. 

Two families, one pastor
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
celebrates 125 years of 
worship that started with 
humble beginnings

SUBMITTED PHOTO

This church, built in 1902, served as St. 

Paul’s. Today, it is in Brookfi eld Township 

of Renville County and used as the house 

of worship for Trinity Lutheran Church.
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Have you ever had a great idea for a business 

or nonprofit that would make a difference?

The Initiative Foundation of Little Falls 

wants to hear from you. It has teamed up with 

the Southwest Initiative Foundation, which is 

headquartered in Hutchinson, and the West 

Central Initiative to search 41 Greater Min-

nesota counties for entrepreneurs with great 

ideas to help their communities.

“We know one person with the right tools can 

make a difference in a community,” said Chris 

Fastner, program manager for the Initiators 

Fellowship. “It’s about supporting local lead-

ers and making good things happen in their 

communities. There are a lot of younger people 

interested in getting more involved.”

The two-year fellowship awards a $30,000 

stipend each year for up to seven early stage en-

trepreneurs who have an idea to take on a social 

challenge and pursue leadership growth. But 

that’s just one piece of the program. Fellows re-

ceive executive-level mentorship, programming 

and educational opportunities. Applicants must 

be age 18 or older. They can be recent college 

graduates, young professionals, mid-career or 

in encore careers. Applicants must live within 

one of the three initiative foundation regions 

or an adjacent tribal nation. Those with diverse 

backgrounds, experiences, ability, economic 

status and perspective are encouraged to apply.

Four participants graduated from a pilot ver-

sion of the program in December. This second 

round has grown from 14 to 41 counties.

“One individual (Quinn Nystrom) was work-

ing a full-time job,” Fastner said. “She had 

this desire. Kind of on the side she had been 

speaking about diabetes education. She was 

an advocate. She wanted to develop this into a 

social business. With the business mentoring, 

the training and annual support she was able to 

cut down her other job to part time and expand 

this business. In the last couple of months she 

has been showcased in the (Star Tribune) and 

some national newspapers for leading caravans 

to Canada to buy insulin and bring awareness 

to the exorbitant price of insulin.”

Growing fellowship supports entrepreneurs

Fellowship to A2 ➤

St.Paul’s to A5 ➤

Matousek to A2 ➤


