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I
t will be the color orange as far as the 

eye can see come this weekend when the 

30th annual Orange Spectacular rolls 

into the McLeod County Fairgrounds in 

Hutchinson.

After last year’s cancellation due to the CO-

VID-19 pandemic, Darrell Grams Sr., president 

of the Upper Midwest A-C Club, said this year’s 

show will be bigger and better because its com-

bined with the Gathering of the Orange West, 

a national show that also welcomes collectors 

and enthusiasts of A-C tractors and equipment. 

This is the third time the Orange Spectacular 

has hosted the Gathering of the Orange West.

“I don’t think any other club has held it three 

times,” he said. “They like to come to our show 

because there’s a lot of stuff and a lot of people.”

Past attendance has ranged from 5,000 to 

7,000 and draws people from all over. In 2019, 

27 different states were represented.

Grams is also excited that this year’s event 

will have a one-of-a-kind Allis-Chalmers arti-

fact on display.

“Bobby Paulson and Bob Paulson are travel-

ing to Michigan to borrow the one and only A-C 

snowmobile,” he said. “We’ve got a deal worked 

out with the museum. We’ll be able to display 

it and return it back to them. Unbelievable. We 

have always had the fuel-cell tractor on loan 

from the Smithsonian, that’s one of a kind, too.”

AFFORDABLE FAMILY FUN

One of the big selling points for the show is 

its free admission and parking.

“A family can come out and enjoy themselves 

very inexpensively,” Grams said. “The only 

source of income for our show is the raffle trac-

tor. As long as I’m alive and president of this 

group, there won’t be any admission charge. 

There’s so many things for families to go to 

where they look at admission prices and it gets 

to be a huge expense. A family can come out to 

our show and the only thing that will cost them 

is if they get hungry or thirsty.”

As Grams mentioned, the show’s revenue 

source is raffle tickets. This year’s raffle tractor 

is a 1960 Allis-Chalmers D-14 with dirt scoop. 

Raffle prizes range from the tractor or $4,000 

cash, with second prize earning $1,500 and third 

prize $1,000.

In case you’re thinking the show is only for 

collectors, Grams is quick to point out there is 

actually something for everyone, making it a 

family event for all ages. From 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

each day the Children’s Activities Building of-

fers arts and crafts, coloring, sandbox and pedal 

tractor driving. Others can look forward to the 

faux stain glass window craft class 3:30-5 p.m. 
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When more than 40 historic military ve-

hicles make their way through Hutchinson 

on July 29, plenty of people will have a good 

view of the convoy. But for those hoping to get 

a closer look, the McLeod County Fairgrounds 

is the place to be that evening.

This is the seventh trip for the military ve-

hicle convoy, which has traveled the Lincoln 

Highway and the Alaskan Highway. Spon-

sored by the Military Vehicle Preservation 

Association, the cross-country event includes 

privately-owned World War II Jeeps and 

Dodges, Korean War-era deuce-and-a-halfs, 

A 44-year-old Hutchinson man was killed 

in a crash Friday morning in Collinwood 

Township, north of Hutchinson.

According to State Patrol, the crash hap-

pened at about 7 a.m. in Meeker County on 

State Highway 15, north of County Road 

18. A 2003 Ford Taurus was southbound on 

Highway 15 when it crossed the center line 

and struck a northbound 2014 Freightliner 

semitractor-trailer driven by Cary Eugene 

Hansen, 55, of Ames, Iowa.

The driver of the Ford Taurus was not 

wearing a seat belt and died in the crash, ac-

cording to State Patrol. The driver had not yet 

been identified when this issue of the Leader 

went to press.

Witnesses saw a vehicle fully engulfed in 

flames. The highway was closed to traffic 

from about 8 a.m. until 10:50 a.m. Friday 

morning to allow first responders to work 

at the scene.
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Uponor North America on July 13 an-

nounced plans for a $5 million expansion of 

its Hutchinson facility, a move expected to 

create new jobs and significantly increase 

the facility’s production of PEX piping.

The local investment is part of a larger 

expansion by the company to meet growing 

customer and market demands, according 

to Bill Gray, president of Uponor North 

America.

“As we enter the post-pandemic busi-

ness climate, Uponor is positioning itself 

to increase capacity and productivity to 

effectively meet customer demand for our 

product,” Gray said in a press release.

The expansion of the Hutchinson facility 

will create an additional 25,000 square feet 

of manufacturing space and is expected to 

be complete in May 2022. Another $5 million 

expansion is also planned for the company’s 

Lakeville distribution center.

Uponor purchased its 237,000-square-foot 

Hutchinson plant in 2017 from TDK/Hutchin-

son Technology, and it began production in 

2018. Its PEX pipes are used for residential 

and commercial applications such as plumb-

ing, fire safety, radiant heating and cooling, 

Three decades of orange

This weekend is all about 
preserving the legacy 
of Allis-Chalmers
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A-C tractors of all years and models are welcome at the Orange Spectacular July 23-25. The display changes from year to year. 

Typically they have between 275 to 300 tractors. “We’re thinking we may go over 350 this year,” said Darrell Grams Sr., president of 

the Upper Midwest A-C Club.

Hutchinson 
man killed 
in fiery crash
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State Patrol are investigating a 

fatal crash Friday morning on State 

Highway 15, north of Hutchinson. 

Witnesses at the scene saw a vehicle 

fully engulfed in fl ames.

Convoy from the past rolling into town
A fleet of historic 
military vehicles will visit 
Hutchinson July 29

SUBMITTED PHOTO

John Varner’s 1953 Dodge ambulance is one of more than 40 vehicles participating in a 

historic military convoy rolling through Hutchinson July 29.

Uponor plans 
$5M expansion
More space means more 
jobs at local facility

Orange to A2 ➤

Convoy to A4 ➤ Uponor to A4 ➤


