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DANCERS KICK
FOR TOP PRIZE
The Showstoppers took first
place at their home invite / A7

LOCAL HISTORY
HITS THE WEB

Asa Hutchinson’s family photo
album gets digitized online / B1
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ROLLING INTO MID-MINNESOTA: The 
Canadian Pacific Holiday Train is making 
four stops in the area: Loretto, Buffalo, An-
nandale and Kimball, B2.

A SALUTE TO THE JAZZ AGE: The McLeod 
County Historical Society is hosting its first 
Roaring ‘20s Gala 5 p.m. at Crow River Golf 
Club, B2.

PLENTY OF OUTDOOR FUN: Downtown 
Christmas offers something for everyone 
from visits with Santa and his reindeer to 
hayrides and cookies, B2.

BRIGHT LIGHTS: Following Downtown 
Christmas, wait for the sun to go down and 
catch the second annual Holiday Parade of 
Lights, B2.

MAKING A LIST, CHECKING IT TWICE: 
Visit with Santa and tell him what you 
want for Christmas at the Hutchinson 
Mall, B2.

SECOND WEEKEND RUN: The Fun-
gusAmongus Players are hosting the sec-
ond weekend of their holiday show, “The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever,” at the Dassel 
History Center, B2.

HOW SWEET IT IS: Two cookie sales are 
happening at Beckville Lutheran Church in 
rural Litchfield and Peace Lutheran Church 
in Hutchinson, B2.

FUN FOR A GOOD CAUSE: The annual 
Christmas Market to benefit the poor in 
San Lucas, Guatemala, is at St. Anastasia 
Catholic Church in Hutchinson, B2.
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The Minnesota Army National Guard on 

Saturday said three soldiers were killed in a 

helicopter crash near St. Cloud this past week, 

and among them was a 28-year-old McLeod 

County man.

The Guard identified the men who were 

killed in Thursday’s crash as Chief Warrant 

Officer 2 James Rogers Jr., 28, of Winsted; Sgt. 

Kort Plantenberg, 28, of Avon; and Chief War-

rant Officer 2 Charles Nord, 30, of Perham. Ac-

cording to a tweet from the Minnesota National 

Guard, all three soldiers were 

part of a unit that returned 

last May from a nine-month 

deployment to the Middle East.

Rogers, who was born in 

Madelia June 23, 1991, grad-

uated from St. James High 

School in 2010 and enlisted in 

the Minnesota Army National 

Guard in June 2009 as a field 

artillery specialist. In 2013, he 

became a Warrant Officer as a 

UH-60 Black Hawk pilot. While in the Middle 

East, his unit provided aerial medical evacua-

tion in support of Operation Spartan Shield and 

Operation Inherent Resolve.

According to a press release from the Min-

nesota Army National Guard, at 1:55 p.m. on 

Thursday, a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter with 

the three soldiers on board took off from the 

St. Cloud Airport to conduct a routine main-

tenance flight. Shortly after takeoff, the pilots 

initiated a Mayday call and contact was lost 

with the aircraft. Local emergency responders 

began a search and rescue operation and found 

the downed aircraft at 4:15 p.m., near Kimball.

Gov. Tim Walz on Friday ordered all U.S. 

and Minnesota flags to be flown at half-staff in 

honor of the three soldiers who died.

“On behalf of all Minnesotans, we offer our 

McLeod County man 
dies in helicopter crash
James Rogers Jr. of Winsted was among the three 
Minnesota Army National Guard members killed last week

James 
Rogers
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Trial and error is one of the most fun-

damental methods of problem-solving, and 

students in the Park Elementary Lego League 

robotics team are taking it in stride.

At a presentation to a packed room of their 

fellow students Monday afternoon, the robot 

they designed, built and programmed to com-

plete various tasks for competition on a game 

board ran into a few problems on its way to 

completing point-earning missions.

“It uses two light sensors to find its way 

around on black and white lines,” said fifth-

grader Charlie Wacek. “Black absorbs the 

light, and (the sensor) measures how much 

light is being reflected.”

While the robot had some difficulty find-

ing its way, team members were able to get 

it back on track with a few adjustments, and 

it completed a mission for a crowd of their 

Lego League ready to roll

Hutchinson Park Elementary students take on a new mission
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Members of the Park Elementary TigerBots Lego League team shared the progress they have made so far this year on the robot they 

designed, built and programmed.
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Two dozen Minnesota counties have found 

themselves at the forefront of a national issue, 

but at the moment that lens hasn’t turned to 

McLeod County.

Kandiyohi County was among the first to 

tackle the issue earlier this month. In a 3-2 

vote, commissioners agreed to accept contin-

ued refugee resettlement. The decision was 

made following the receipt of a letter from five 

refugee resettlement agencies asking the county 

to make the decision. According to the letter, 

95 percent of those resettled in Minnesota are 

reuniting with family.

The letter was submitted in response to 

a Sept. 26 executive order from President 

Trump requiring formal consent from coun-

ties and states for refugee resettlement. The 

executive order says the federal government 

should consult with local and state govern-

ments to find the best environments for 

refugees and to respect those unable to ac-

commodate resettlement.

“State and local governments are best po-

sitioned to know the resources and capacities 

they may or may not have available to devote 

to sustainable resettlement, which maximizes 

the likelihood refugees placed in the area will 

become self-sufficient,” the order says.

McLeod County hasn’t been asked to accept refugees
An executive order requires 
consent from counties for 
refugee resettlement

Rogers to A5 ➤

Refugees to A5 ➤

Lego to A2 ➤


