
INSIDE   

TO REACH US

TRIBUTES/A3 OPINION/A4 SPORTS/A5 COMMUNITY/B1

A&E/B2 FAITH/B3 PUBLIC NOTICES/B4 CLASSIFIEDS/B5 KIDS CORNER/B8

PHONE: (320) 693-3266 FAX: (320) 693-9177 E-MAIL: NEWS@INDEPENDENTREVIEW.NET OR ADVERTISING@INDEPENDENTREVIEW.NET

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2019

TEAMWORK 
ON THE ICE
LDC boys will depend on 
balance for success / A5

$1.50 ON NEWSSTANDS

A CROW RIVER MEDIA 
NEWSPAPER

SINCE 1876

LITCHFIELD

Independent ReviewIndependent Review
GETTING A READ 

ON BOOK BENEFIT
Lake Ripley Elementary book fair 

serves multiple purposes / A3

Y
ou know the holidays are near 

when Litchfield public works and 

utility crew members take over 

downtown to install the city’s clas-

sic garland.

That day arrived last week, and the lights 

are expected to be on in time for Thanksgiving.

Hanging the Christmas decorations usually 

takes about 14 people and is completed in a 

day, according to Public Works Director Mario 

Provencher. Prior to that, however, a couple of 

staff check every light — nearly 3,000 of them 

— during the summer to ensure they’re still 

in working order.

All told, there’s about 250 hours of work that 

goes into the project that brightens the city 

throughout the holiday season.
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Litchfield High School sent two FFA teams 

to compete at the 92nd Annual National FFA 

Convention and Expo in Indianapolis earlier 

this month.

Overall, it was a great experience for both 

groups, although they didn’t do as well as they 

had hoped.

“It had a great deal to do with our test scores,” 

said senior Miles Kerstein, a reporter for the 

pro parliamentary procedure group. “We also 

do our demonstration where we — as a group 

— really do good. Where we have a little bit of 

a harder time is during our test. So that’s kind 

of what we think didn’t help us too much when 

it came to placings.”

The pro parliamentary procedure group 

Public Utilities employee Randy Groskreutz installs the 

center wreath for the garland that hangs across main street in 

Litchfi eld.

Public Utilities employee Randy Groskreutz installs the Public Works employee Glendon Caron carries two lanterns 

that will be installed in the garland loops hanging across main 

street.
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It’s still far from reality, but the minimum 

age to purchase tobacco could be going up.

Litchfield City Council reviewed a tobacco 

ordinance draft during its meeting Nov. 18, 

and among the decision made was increasing 

the legal age to purchase tobacco 21.

The council voted 5-2 to approve that change 

in the draft, which still must go through numer-

ous other steps, including a public hearing, 

before a new ordinance was enacted.

Increasing the minimum age from 18 to 21 

years old was one of a host of items reviewed 

by the council in a draft that was prepared by 

City Administrator David Cziok. The changes 

were based on discussions during a September 

workshop session in which the administration 

and council members tried to 

reach a consensus on several 

points that have been debated 

for months, including the to-

bacco purchase age.

Council member Darlene 

Kotelnicki moved to approve 

increasing the minimum pur-

chase age to 21, and Sarah 

Miller seconded the motion. 

In the vote, councilors Betty 

Allen and Eric Mathwig and 

Mayor Keith Johnson joined the majority. Coun-

cil members Ron Dingmann and Vern Loch Jr. 

voted against the change.

City Council members began trying to tackle 

an update to the tobacco ordinance earlier this 

year, after receiving a tobacco license applica-

tion. The council asked for input from Meeker-

McLeod-Sibley Public Health services in April, 

but delayed any further action as it waited to 

see of the Minnesota Legislature might address 

a statewide change.

The Minnesota House passed a bill that 

would have increased the purchase age to 21, 

but the Senate did not act on it.

So, the item came back to the City Council in 

August, and following a public hearing the first 

reading of an ordinance that would increase the 

tobacco age to 21 passed 5-2. But in a somewhat 

unusual act, the City Council unanimously 

rejected the second reading.

After that, Cziok suggested that the City 

Council should step back and review its current 

ordinance and suggestions from other sources 

before attempting to tackle any changes. It did 

that at a late September workshop. Taking all of 

the consensus change items and working with 

City Attorney Mark Wood, Cziok put together 

a section-by-section review for consideration at 

the Nov. 18 meeting.

The council then voted on any proposed 

changes, and the ordinance will be amended to 

reflect those decisions before it comes back for 

City Council reviews tobacco ordinance
Purchase age increase 
receives initial approval

David

Cziok
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Litchfield Middle School student council col-

lected 444.5 pounds of food during a recent food 

drive and last week delivered it to the Meeker 

Area Food Shelf.

“Freewill donation is good to do,” fifth-grader 

Xander Chvatal said. “And it’s nice to give oth-

ers the ability to have what they need.”

Meeker Area Food Shelf was established in 

1983 and operates under Second Harvest Heart-

land, which is a food bank in the Cities. Roughly 

600 clients per month receive 20 to 25 pounds of 

food via the county food shelf.

The Middle School student council this year 

includes 42 students, a mixture of fifth- through 

eighth-graders whose aim is to promote school 

spirit and work on projects to support the school 

and community, said Jane Meyer, advisor for 

the student council and fifth-grade teacher.

The student council has in the past sponsored 

homecoming events, including special dress 

and apparel days during the week. Unity Day, 

cyber safety and digital citizenship have also 

been organized by the council, Meyer said.

But for November, the student council spon-

sored a Holiday Dinner for Thanksgiving.

“The amount of food that they brought is a 

very large amount,” said Jayme Revermann, 

executive director of the Meeker Area Food 

Shelf. “They brought in Thanksgiving baskets, 

so people will be able to have family dinners 

together.”

Thanksgiving 
surprise
Middle school student 
council delivers 444 pounds 
of food to food shelf
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Five members of the Litchfi eld Middle 

School student council are staking their 

boxes of food to deliver to Meeker Area 

Food Shelf.

Meeting challenges
FFA members learn from 
national competitionLet the holidays begin

City crews complete their annual decorating day

Tobacco to A3 ➤

FFA to A3 ➤

Food to A3 ➤


