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WOODEN INDIAN PAWN&GUN
St. Rt. 66 North, Defiance • 419-784-9880

Hours Monday-Saturday 10-5

Amish Poly
Lawn Furniture
Special Orders

Available 20 Year
WarrantyStop in Today!

BEST OPTION
Culligan Aquasential
Tankless RODrinking
Water Filter System
Offers on demand, high quality
filtration with the most advanced
technology on the market,
including water quality and filter
cartridge life monitoring, leak
detection, automatic cleaning, and
a space savings design.

Better, healthier water
for your whole
family to enjoy

DrinkingWater Filter Systems

DEFIANCE
22183 S.R. 18

419-782-9756
BRYAN

425Winzeler Dr.
419-636-2236
M-F 9-5; Sat 9-12

Call to Schedule a
FREEWater Quality Test!

Find us on Facebook
www.culligan.com

LifetimeWarranty!
(except for filters)

We are a Buyer of
Standing Timber

(No Yard Trees)

13201 Rd. X • Leipsic, Ohio
419-653-4126
www.wagnersawmill.com

Located 1/4 mile East of St. Rt. 108 on Road X, Just one mile South of Putnam/Henry County Line

Wagner Sawmill

Color Enhanced
Mulch

Black • Chocolate • Red
100% Wood Product
$27.00 per yard

(1 of our scoops = 3 yards/$81)

Wagner Sawmill

Shredded
Tree Bark

All Natural Hardwood
$22.00 per yard

(1 of our scoops = 3 yards/$66)

QUALITY HARDWOOD
MULCH!

Wagner Sawmill
Our Mulch is
100% Natural
Wood Product.

Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. (Closed Lunch 12-1)
Saturday 9 a.m. - 12 Noon

Your Kitchen & Bath Design Center Since 1973!
When ordinary is not an option...

Kitchen Center
&Baths

419-782-7756 07946 St. Rt. 66N • Defiance
www.kitchencenterandbaths.com

If you can imagine it,
we can make it real!
Let our design team make
your dream kitchen a reality.
Call Us Today!
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By METRO CREATIVE
Warm weather means 

more time to relax out-
doors. For those homeown-
ers lucky enough to have 
entertaining spaces outside, 
spring and summer pro-
vides plenty of opportuni-
ties to enjoy fresh air under 
the sun or stars.

Over the last few years, 
families have become espe-
cially familiar with what 
works about their yards 
and where there is room for 
improvement. Pandemic-
related travel restrictions 
and early stay-at-home 
mandates resulted in plenty 
of time spent in backyards 
on staycations. Even though 
many such restrictions have 
been lifted, homeowners 
may have seen the benefits 
of having functional respites 
right outside their doors.

A backyard renova-
tion can cost anywhere 
from $5,000 to $50,000. 
The American Society of 
Landscape Architects sug-

gests homeowners budget 
the cost of a major landscap-
ing project at between 5 and 
10 percent of their home’s 
value. Large or small, here 
are ways to make an out-
door oasis at home.

Create living privacy
Living in close proximi-

ty to neighbors may make 
privacy harder to come 
by. Wood or vinyl fences, 
however effective, may 
not provide the all-natural 
look many people desire. 
Vertical gardening, which 
trains easy-care vines like 
English ivy, Clematis or 
various climbing roses to 
grow on trellis or fencing 
adds greenery and privacy. 
Hedges and fast-growing 
shrubs also can be used for 
natural barriers.

Install a pool
Pools are the ultimate 

spots to cool off on hot 
days. An elaborately shaped 
inground pool can blend in 

with the landscape and offer 
the ultimate hang-out zone. 
However, above-ground 
pools also serve the purpose 
and are more budget-friend-
ly. Stock tank pools are 
popular among those who 
want minimal pool expen-
diture or have small spaces 
to work with. Stock tanks 
are metal vessels tradition-
ally used as watering holes 
for livestock. They also can 
be “adult kiddie pools” 
when combined with some 
plumbing. Galvanized steel 
frames make them sturdy. 
With floats and other acces-
sories, they can become the 
perfect oasis.

Provide outdoor 
atmosphere

Create a bespoke bistro 
vibe by using freestand-
ing planters and posts 
along with hanging lights 
to make an intimate out-
door hangout spot at night. 
For those with permanent 
structures, like a deck or 

a gazebo, lights can be 
strung across the area or 
on railings or edging.

Extend the living space
Decks and patios can 

help make outdoor enter-
taining areas more com-
fortable by eliminating 
the need to sit on the 
grass or gravel. Plus, they 
add another “room” to 
the home. When paired 
with weatherproof patio 
furniture, such as sofas, 
loungers and tables, a pri-
vate seating area can be 
crafted and utilized for 
any number of entertain-
ing desires.

Hang a hammock
Few things evoke feel-

ings of relaxation better 
than a hammock. Fitted 
between two trees (or two 
posts if trees are sparse), 
a hammock is an ideal 
place to grab a nap or 
read a book.

Additional oasis-in-
spired ideas include out-
door kitchens, letting up 
lanterns, cascading water 
features, and bird feeders 
to attract the sounds of 
nature.

Turn your yard into a vacation-worthy oasis
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Decks and patios can help make outdoor entertain-
ing areas more comfortable by eliminating the need 
to sit on the grass or gravel. Plus, they add another 
“room” to the home. When paired with weatherproof 

patio furniture, such as sofas, loungers and tables, a 
private seating area can be crafted and utilized for 
any number of entertaining desires.
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By METRO CREATIVE
Veteran homeowners 

recognize the value of 
remodeling their kitchens 
and bathrooms. Kitchens 
and baths tend to appear 
dated more quickly than 
other spaces, such as liv-
ing rooms and bedrooms, 
which can always be 
revamped with some fresh 
paint and new furnishings.

The home improvement 
pricing resource Home 
Guide indicates an average 

bathroom remodel costs 
anywhere from $5,500 to 
$15,000 depending on the 
size and scope of the ren-
ovation. However, a bath 
redo can increase a home’s 
resale value and can return 
as much as 68 percent of 
homeowners’ investments. 
As homeowners plan their 
bathroom renovations, it’s 
a good time to consider 
improvements that will 
improve function and add 

Must-have features in 
your bathroom remodel
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• BATHROOM, Page D7

By HARRIET KEITH
Special to The Crescent-News

Planting of in-ground 
annuals has yet to get under-
way on a large scale in the 
Defiance area, in part because 
of cool and wet weather. 
Freeze and frost warnings 
have been issued in the last 
few weeks.

Kaila Green, garden cen-
ter supervisor at Kircher’s 
Flowers and Garden Center, 
said the rainy and chilly 
weather may have also 
dampened the enthusiasm 
to get out and plant. Since it 
is not warm weather, people 
are not as interested to get 
outside to do things includ-
ing the planting. Waiting 
until a later date in May is a 
good thing though, accord-
ing to Green.

“They (area gardeners) 
are aware of the ‘not plant-
ing until after Mother’s 

Day’ guideline,” she 
explained. The last frost 
date in Northwest Ohio is 
considered to be May 15, 
after the holiday. Mother’s 
Day this year is as early as it 
can be on May 8.”

Some may be waiting 
because of their experience 
last year. Green said early 
planters “were burned” with 
a hard frost. They had to come 
in to purchase more plants.

Green anticipates May to 
be busy going forward with 
those annual plants finally 
going out the door. Warmer 
temperatures are in the 
forecast for the last half of 
the month.

On the florist side of the 
business, Green noted that 
it has been very busy with 
back-to-back special events. 
A late Easter holiday went 
into the prom season, and 
now it is Mother’s Day.

Planting annuals is best 
after Mother’s Day


