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Paulding County murders: Man arrested on warrant
PAULDING — A war-

rant has been issued for the 
arrest of a Defiance man 
— already in custody — in 
connection with two homi-
cides in Paulding County.

The Paulding County 
Sheriff’s Office has 
announced that a warrant 
was issued Friday for the 
arrest of Bradley Gillespie, 

42, 08417 Ashpacher Road, 
for the murders of Hannah 
Fischer, 21, and Frank Tracy 
Jr., 47.

Gillespie was arrested 
by the Defiance County 
Sheriff’s Office on March 19 
on a warrant from Defiance 
Municipal Court on charges 
of receiving stolen prop-
erty and possession of a 

controlled substance, both 
fifth-degree felonies. He is 
being held at the Corrections 
Center of Northwest Ohio, 
rural Stryker, on a bond of 
$500,000 with a commercial 
surety or 10 percent cash 
allowance provision. It’s 
unknown when Gillespie 
will be arraigned in Paulding 
County.

Fischer’s body was found 
on Feb. 9 in an apartment 
in Paulding she shared 
with Tracy, and Tracy’s 
body was discovered in 
Rochester Cemetery in Cecil 
on March 15. Both victims 
had been killed by a gun-
shot to the head, according 
to an autopsy report from 
the Lucas County Corner’s 

Office (which conducts 
Paulding County’s autop-
sies). 

A 2016 Jeep Compass was 
impounded near the apart-
ment on Feb. 9. A truck 
Tracy had been believed 
to be driving, a Chevrolet 
Silverado, was 

Coloring Easter eggs is an artform

Coloring or dyeing eggs has 
been a tradition for thousands 
of years. Ostrich eggs with 

decorations that are 60,000 years old 
have been discovered in Africa. About 
5,000 years ago, decorated ostrich eggs 
were often placed in the graves of 
Sumerians and Egyptians.    

The Christian custom of the col-
ored Easter egg goes back to the early 
Christians of Mesopotamia, who dyed 
eggs red in memory of the blood of 
Christ at His crucifixion. The custom 
was adopted by the Christian church 
and the eggs are seen as a symbol of 

Jesus’ resurrection.
Eggs are traditionally seen as sym-

bols of fertility and rebirth. Originally, 
chicken eggs were painted or dyed, but 
in recent times, chocolate eggs or deco-
rated plastic eggs filled with a candy 
treat are used as a substitute.

Freda Stritt, of rural Defiance, has 
taught classes at area libraries and 
other places on coloring white plastic 
eggs. She is a retired kindergarten 
teacher, having taught at Ayersville 
Local Schools and other schools for 30 
years. 

Sitting at a table covered with protec-
tive plastic in her home recently, she 
assembled the items she uses in color-
ing the plastic eggs.

“I use the alcohol-based inks to color 
the eggs,” she said. “I have 54 different 

colors that I work with. You 
could not use the alcohol-
based inks on real eggs 
as they are porous and 
would absorb the ink. 
I use the inks for 
plastic eggs and 
also for making 
cards, such as 
Easter cards.”

Stritt then 
picked up  
the applicator 
tool, which 
looks like a 
rubber stamp, and 
proceeded to place a 
square of 
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   “Anyone can color 
Easter eggs. This is a 
craft that makes people 
happy ...”

Freda Stritt

SYMBOLS OF EASTER

Students enjoy 
opportunity to 
explore the future

NAPOLEON — As the education sys-
tem in the United States focuses more 
and more on having students as young 
as junior high age begin the process of 
working toward being college and career 

ready when they gradu-
ate from high school, 
schools are turning to 
innovative programs to 
help make that happen.

Combined with a 
shortage of workers who 
are needed in science, 
technology, engineer-
ing and manufacturing 
careers, the Northwest 
Ohio Learning Center 
for Manufacturing 
Sciences, located at 
Automatic Feed Co., 
476 E. Riverview Ave., 
Napoleon, is looking to 
buck that trend. 

The center is a class-
room where high 
school students from 
Napoleon, Holgate and 
Patrick Henry high 
schools attend to learn 
about engineering, man-

ufacturing and technology. Students are 
taught by Northwest State Community 
College instructors, and they earn both 
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Company finds win-win scenario to teach tech
NAPOLEON — When the 

U.S. Route 6 Manufacturers’ 
Roundtable met in April of 
2014, the question was asked, 
“How do we get the next gen-
eration interested in science, 
technology, engineering and 
manufacturing?”

With support from the 
Community Improvement 
Corporation of Henry 
County (CIC), Northwest 
State Community College 
and Napoleon High School, 

Automatic Feed Co. came up 
with a solution. The company, 
a designer and manufactur-
er of coil handling and press 
feeding automation solutions, 
established the Northwest 
Ohio Learning Center for 
Manufacturing Sciences at 
its facility, located at 476 E. 
Riverview Ave., Napoleon.

The learning center offers 
classes to high school students, 
taught by NSCC instructors, 
that include introduction to 
engineering technologies, print 
reading/sketching, manufac-
turing processes and indus-
trial computing. Students earn 

both high school and college 
credit, and with the classroom 
at the manufacturing facility, 
hands-on, real-world learning 
opportunities.

“During the initial conversa-
tion (at the roundtable) some-
one asked, ‘Wouldn’t it be neat 
to offer classes about manu-
facturing?’” said Peter Beck, 
owner and executive vice pres-
ident of Automatic Feed Co. 
“My first thought was, ‘I can 
provide the room, let’s do it.’ 
After working out the logis-
tics (at his plant, with NSCC 
and Napoleon High School), 
we had our first class in our 

classroom that September. It’s 
worked out well and it’s won-
derful to see students taking 
advantage of what we offer.

“It’s well known that we 
are facing a skills shortage 
in manufacturing and many 
of the high schools no longer 
provide technical education,” 
added Beck. “So, when this 
opportunity surfaced, we were 
happy to invest in this facility 
and offer students the oppor-
tunity to experience the world 
of modern manufacturing and 
its various career avenues.”
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Tyler Bazen, a senior from Napoleon, 
and Sarah Borkowski, a junior from 
Napoleon, work on a project for class 
at Automatic Feed Co. in Napoleon. The 
students are earning both high school 
credit and college credit from Northwest 
State Community College at the learn-
ing center for manufacturing sciences at 
Automatic Feed.
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   "Last year 
we had 13 
students from 
Napoleon, this 
year there are 
also students 
from Holgate 
and Patrick 
Henry. "

Ryan Wilde

Napoleon principal
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Ayersville’s Zachrich, Raiders’ Linder 
claim top C-N boys basketball honors
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