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Wildcats recapture ‘The Rock’

Jeff Long/C-N Photo

The “River Rock 
Rivalry” kicked off the 
high school football sea-
son for Defiance and 
Napoleon on Thursday 
night at Defiance’s Fred 
J. Brown Stadium. The 
annual season-opening 
contest was won this year 
by Napoleon, 21-13, with 
the Wildcats capturing 
the coveted “River Rock” 
trophy. Here, seniors from 
Napoleon pose with “The 
Rock” following the victo-
ry. See story, Page B1.

Defiance man

By TODD HELBERG

 •@cntoddhelberg

  • thelberg@crescent-news.com

A Defiance man has been 
indicted on an attempted 
murder charge after beat-
ing up his wife during a 
domestic incident earlier 
this month.

Joshua Meeks, 32, 622 
Riverside Ave., was charged 
by a county grand jury with 
attempted aggravated mur-
der, kidnapping and rape, 
each a first-degree felony; 
two counts of felonious 
assault, each a second-de-
gree felony; and domestic 
violence, a third-degree fel-
ony.

The charges stem from 
an Aug. 16 incident at 
Meeks’ residence, where he 
allegedly struck his wife, 
Courtney, repeatedly with 
a wooden club and threat-
ened to her with a large 
kitchen knife.

The woman was treat-
ed and released at Mercy 
Health — Defiance 

Hospital, where she was 
taken by a friend not long 
after the incident. She 
was not seriously injured, 
according to Defiance 
County Prosecutor Morris 
Murray.

He said a friend of the 
victim called city police 
the day after the incident, 
resulting in the defendant’s 
arrest.

Specifically, the 

Attempted murder 
charge for Meeks 

JOSHUA MEEKS

By TODD HELBERG

 •@cntoddhelberg

  • thelberg@crescent-news.com

NEW BAVARIA — One 
of Ohio’s two senators jour-
neyed to a farm field just 
west of here Thursday to 
review phosphorus reduc-
tion methods.

Republican Sen. Rob 
Portman visited the field 
owned by Bill and Jane Oedy 
on Henry County Road 19, 
just west of the Defiance-
Henry County line, around 
noon Thursday. The field 
is about a mile north of 
Putnam County, and not 
far from the Oedys’ resi-
dence north of Miller City.

Portman spoke approv-
ingly of funding for the 
Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative (GLRI), a federal 
effort to protect Lake Erie 
water quality. Some $300 
million in federal funds is 
being provided in the cur-
rent fiscal year.

Funds from the GLRI — 
made available through 
county soil and water dis-
tricts — have helped make 
possible a number of farm-
ing techniques to reduce 
farm field water runoff. The 
goal is to reduce phospho-
rus in runoff from applied 
fertilizers, which are 
believed to be a big contrib-
utor to Lake Erie watershed 
algal blooms.

On Thursday, Portman 
met with soil and water 
officials from Defiance, 
Henry and Putnam coun-

ties, as well as area farmers, 
two state legislators (Jim 
Hoops and Rob McColley) 
and others to observe some 
of the methods in play.

The Oedys’ field runs 
along a 24-foot wide “two-
stage” ditch which ulti-
mately runs into South 
Powell Creek and Putnam 
County.

The ditch allows sedi-
ment to be trapped, accord-
ing to Jeff Giesige, a tech-
nician with the Putnam 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 
Giesige said his office built 
the ditch about three years 
ago.

Along the ditch are 
solar-powered monitors 
which allow officials to 
measure phosphorus lev-
els in water runoff. On the 
south side of the ditch is a 
field of sorghum — planted 
as a cover crop — to deter-
mine how much phospho-
rus the plant’s root system 
will take up.

Further west along the 
ditch — about where it nar-
rows and the “two-stage” 
section ends — a contrac-
tor is building a phospho-
rus removal structure. The 
tank, measuring about 14 
feet by 6 feet and about 5 
feet deep — contains plas-
tic piping to help remove 
phosphorus in the runoff it 
will filter.

Phosphorus will be 
reduced through an 

Sen. Portman visits local farming operation
Tours phosphorus reduction 
project in Defiance County
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U.S. Sen. Rob Portman of Ohio (second from right) observes 
a phosphorus removal structure being built along a farm field 
owned by Bill and Jane Oedy along Henry County Road 19 
during a visit Thursday. The field is in Defiance County, just 
west of the Henry County line and just north of Putnam County. 
Portman reviewed methods being used to reduce phosphorus 
from farm field runoff.

By TODD HELBERG

 •@cntoddhelberg

  • thelberg@crescent-news.com

NEW BAVARIA — U.S. Sen. Rob Portman 
of Ohio said making the case for Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative (GLRI) funding is a chal-
lenge, but he’s committed to doing it.

Portman made that clear Thursday afternoon 
near here after observing methods — funded 
through the GLRI — that seek to reduce phospho-
rus in farm field runoff. Excessive phosphorus is 
often identified with Lake Erie algal blooms.

The two-term Republican senator from the 
Cincinnati area provided a brief interview to 
The Crescent-News after touring a farm field just 
inside Defiance County on Henry County Road 
19, owned by Bill and Jane Oedy of Putnam 
County.

Portman cited his work on helping preserve 
GLRI funding in the federal budget under both 

Area crops

By PETER GREER

  • pgreer@crescent-news.com

Despite an unusually wet spring 
and a very hot summer, onlookers 
may have noticed some nice-look-
ing crops along roadside fields as 
harvest time approaches.

But appearances don’t always tell 
everything.

For one thing, many crops which 
look normal to the untrained eye 
have yet to reach full maturity since 

the wet weather has resulted in 
some later than normal planting.

For another, it’s not as close to 
harvest time as people may believe.

Due to the wet weather, (the 
crops) got into the ground four 
weeks late,” said Joan Garmyn, gen-
eral manager of the Hicksville Grain 
Co., “which means late harvesting 
unless we have a frost. If we do have 
a frost, we may not have much of a 

Says funding for 
GLRI a challenge

Harvest behind schedule
Peter Greer/C-N Photo

This corn on Defiance County 
Road 424 has made progress 
despite an unusually wet spring 
and hot summer. While the corn 
looks normal, it may not yet have 
reached maturity due to the later 
planting season. Experts hope 
that proper weather conditions in 
September will help the crop to 
catch up.• PORTMAN, Page A10

• GLRI, Page A10

• HARVEST, Page A10

• MEEKS, Page A10


