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The purrs of appreciation begin 
almost immediately from kittens 
“Mindy” and “Oreo” when fingers 
reach inside the cage housing 
them. “Rosie” is among the adult 
cats in a separate room that size up 
visitors before rubbing up against 
their legs or offering “head-bumps” 
of love and acceptance. In anoth-
er area, dogs like “Blue” wait with 
wide doggy eyes in anticipation of 
when they find their forever home.

Until that day arrives, the vol-
unteers at Animal Welfare Friends 
(AWF), 22407 Business Highway 
151 in Monticello, provide these 
area potential pets with all the crea-
ture comforts, as well as the equal-
ly essential scratches between the 
ears and belly rubs. As its website 
states, “Because every pet deserves 
a peaceful, safe and healthy life.”

Cindy Bagge, a member of the 
AWF board, said the shelter contin-
ues to grow and expand, and that a 

key to its expansion is dispelling the 
idea that it is strictly a Monticello 
shelter.

“Many of its activities are in 
Monticello, and it serves Jones 
County as far as picking up strays,” 
she explained. “We want to make 
sure that Cascade residents know 
about it.” Bagge said that people 
adopting from the no-kill shelter 

come from a 250-mile radius and 
from out-of-state, as well.

Partnerships with several area 
veterinarians help keep all the an-
imals’ veterinary work up-to-date, 
and AWF has also taken in animals 
that have reached the end of their 
stays in other facilities.

Cascade stray dogs, cats 
have ‘friends’ very close

Kitten siblings Mindy, left, and Oreo, peer from inside their cage.
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Not playing fair, Blue makes “dog eyes” with two different-colored peepers from her kennel at Animal 
Welfare Friends in Monticello. The shelter also welcomes pets from Cascade.
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Members of the mental health com-
mittee advising the Dubuque County 
Board of Supervisors have decided to 
look to an existing group of children’s 
mental health care providers for guid-
ance.

On July 1, an Iowa law went into 
effect erecting a framework for a 
statewide mental health program for 
children. The bill included no fixed 
funding for the system, but it based the 
children’s mental health network on 
the existing regional system for adults.

That system, comprised of 14 re-
gional bodies made up of county offi-
cials, will be in charge of implementing 
and, in part, funding the services.

Members of the Dubuque Coun-
ty Mental Health/Developmental 
Disabilities Stakeholders Committee 
spent a meeting this week deciding 
their role in what’s to come.

The committee is a diverse group 
of health care professionals, nonprofit 
organizers, elected officials and more. 
But to help make recommendations 
around children’s mental health, they 
wanted a subcommittee to include, 
chiefly, professionals in that field.

Chris Corken — a member of the 
Community Foundation of Greater 

Dubuque board of directors — rec-
ommended looking to a group of pro-
fessionals already formed.

Foundation Youth Impact Coordi-
nator Rachel Williams currently over-
sees a trauma-informed care group, 
which Corken said basically already 
does the work the subcommittee in 
question would.

“What we want is a physical map 
of what we have and where we have 
it,” she said. “There’s (the Department 
of Human Services) as a portal, the 
schools as a portal. We don’t want to 
be duplicating, but we need to know 
who’s doing what and what’s not be-
ing done. That’s the first, best step of 
any kind of programming.”

The group agreed with Corken’s rec-
ommendation to distribute subcom-
mittee applications to practitioners 
participating in the trauma-informed 
care group to tie them to the hierarchy.

“This committee requires an ap-
plication and a process,” Corken said. 
“What we need is an institutional con-
nection to those providers.”

From the elected official per-
spective, Iowa Rep. Chuck Isenhart, 
D-Dubuque, said that would give their 
words the weight necessary for super-
visors to bring recommendations to 

Mental health 
stakeholders plan 
for children’s services
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Adam and Adam rock Cascade

Adam Splinter and Adam Brown open the show at Cascade 
Rockin’ on the River July 13. Additional photos on page 3A

 SERVICES ~ turn to page 3A

 FRIENDS ~ turn to page 3A


