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In the chilly yet calm hours of dawn, a group of Canadian geese rest on the 
North Fork Maquoketa River as a stop on their long southern migration.

Maquoketa River tranqulity

BY DANIEL CHARLAND

daniel.charland@wcinet.com

The Cascade City Council has ap-
proved a series of incentives to invest 
in the downtown district by assisting 
in the renovation of the old Knights 
of Columbus building on Main Street. 
The incentives provide a 25% local 
match for a downtown housing grant 
application by Brian Bock. This grant 
is offered through the State of Iowa 
but requires the city to provide a 25% 

match for the grant requirements. As a 
part of this, Bock applied for Cascade’s 
tax reimbursement process, the façade 
reimbursement process and the down-
town Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
0% interest rate. All three of these will 
be factored in to see how much money 
the city has contributed.

Mayor Greg Staner said, “What we’ll 
be doing is taking the TIF money from 
that district and reinvesting it back 
into the district to increase its value. 
It’s a win-win for the city because it 

takes one of the largest buildings on 
Main Street, fixes it up and gets it back 
to being occupied and brings tax dol-
lars back into the city. It also increases 
the value of that district. I think this is 
fantastic. We should be thrilled that 
we have investors really concentrat-
ing on our downtown. Five years ago 
we said we were going to go after the 
downtown and it just took off. We are 
very fortunate.”

Much like Bock’s previous invest-
ment and renovation of The Corner 

Taproom, the old KC building will 
feature apartments on the upper floor. 
However, it is currently unknown what 
will reside beneath.

In other news:

• The council approved the third 
reading of an ordinance to rezone Lot 
309 and 310 Union Add to East Cascade 
from its current zoning classification 
C-1 Highway Commercial District to 
M-1, Light Naturalist District. This will 
change what is allowed to be built on 

the lots and is part of sale transactions, 
the details of which are still being kept 
confidential.

• A date has been set for the coun-
cil to adopt the Code of Ordinances 
as part of a legal procedural system to 
make it official. The hearing will be at 
the next council meeting on Monday, 
Dec. 6.

• The river levee was inspected last 
week and received no red flags. A full 
report is expected to be delivered to the 
city soon.
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Cascade’s first Winter Festival 
will take place Saturday, Dec. 4 
at Riverview Park and downtown 
Cascade. The event’s inception 
began at a Cascade Heart and Soul 
meeting on Oct. 20 when the ques-
tion arose of who might be willing 
to lead an effort to expand the suc-
cess of last year’s park decorating. 
Alisa Rea was one of the attendees 
of the meeting who volunteered 
to help organize the festival along 
with members of her family. Rea 
said they were motivated by their 
family’s deep love of Christmas 
and desire to share it with the rest 
of Cascade.

“To us, Christmas has always 
had a lot to do with our family,” 
said Rea. “We love it and it’s kind 
of magical growing up. When the 
Heart and Soul Committee an-
nounced they were looking for 
someone to chair a Christmas 
festival, all four of us just decided 
it was right up our alleys and we 
wanted to spread the Christmas 
cheer to our community, which 
we also really enjoy being a part 
of.”

After the success of last year’s 
park decorations, many local 
businesses wanted to get involved. 
Rea said getting these businesses 
into the event was aided by join-
ing forces with the Cascade Area 
Chamber of Commerce and other 
community leaders.

“Shontele Orr has been a great 
resource for us,” said Rea. “She 
linked us up with the Chamber. 
Also at the Heart and Soul Meet-
ing, we were able to get in contact 
with Linda Hoffmann who spear-
headed the Christmas lights that 
everybody enjoyed last year. We 
wanted to team up with everybody 
in the community to make sure the 
Christmas lights were something 
we could use to celebrate the night 
in the park.”

Bailey O’Brien, another mem-
ber of the festival team, said, 
“Some businesses are getting in-
volved as sponsors of the event, 
some downtown are going to be 

part of a punch card where you 
can visit various businesses to fill 
out the card and get some deals if 
they’re participating that way.”

The Winter Festival is sched-
uled to run from 2-5 p.m., opening 
with a reading of “The Night Be-
fore Christmas” before the arrival 
of Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus at 
2:30 p.m.

O’Brien said, “We’re going to 
have Santa come in a helicopter, 
weather pending. We’ll also have 
activities for kids like decorating 
and letters to Santa. We’ll also 
have gourmet hot chocolate for 

Cascade’s fi rst winter 
festival is on its way
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Volunteers work to set up decorations in Riverview Park in 
preparation for the Winter Festival. Lighting Committee 
member Jackie McAllister wishes to thank the boys’ varsity 
basketball team for lending a hand with the decorating and 
encourages the community to support them as thanks.
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Let us help with... 
Sports Injuries | Runners & Ultra-Runners

General Foot Care | Nail Trimming
Wound Care | Arch Support - OTC & Custom

 Call today to schedule an appointment with 
Dr. Jeffrey Klein, DPM

Open every Friday afternoon, 1-5pm
Later by appointment

714 1st Ave E. • Cascade, IA
(in Cascade Dental Center office)

(319) 294-3668 (foot)
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Council approves funds for KC building renovation


