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The Cascade City Council 
voted to purchase a $2,000 
park bench in honor of the Cy-
cling Club at the July 11 coun-
cil meeting. The purchase was 
made to honor an agreement 
made in September 2021 where 
the Cycling Club donated to the 
resurfacing of the Coohey Trail 
and, in return, requested two 
benches be purchased in the 
club’s name. 

  Due to spending con-
cerns, only one bench will be 
purchased this year, with the 
Council willing to consider a 
second bench in the 2024 fis-
cal year.

The Council held a Q&A 
with local contractors and staff 
from ECIA at the June 27 meet-
ing regarding plans to consider 
a contract with ECIA to per-
form most building inspection 
services. No action was taken 
at that meeting, as Mayor Steve 
Knepper and Councilmember 
Andy Kelchen were absent. 
With the full council assem-
bled, a motion was passed July 
11 to direct city staff to bring 

back contract documents with 
ECIA and any needed pro-
posed ordinance changes.

The Council voted to direct 
city staff to present a new or-
dinance for consideration to 
change water and sewer con-
nection fees. The proposed fees 
for water and sewer are $150 as 
of Jan. 1, 2023, $200 as of Jan. 
1, 2025, and $250 as of Jan. 1, 
2027.

In the ongoing conversation 
regarding the City’s contract 
with Republic Services, city 
staff was directed to request 
prices on one, two and three-
year extension prices for the 
weekly garbage service con-
tract. There will also be a pro-
posed ordinance change that 
will provide clarification on 
garbage removal procedures.

The upcoming Urban Re-
newal Plan Amendment was 
discussed and will include a 
proposal to add land and/or 
incentives for Cascade Lumber, 
Eastern Iowa Excavating and 
Concrete, Triple B Properties, 
the Public Library, Iowa Main 
Street Investments, and future 
downtown parking and walk 
path.

Council buys 
bench to honor 
Cycling Club deal
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World War II aircraft mechanic Robert 
Glines, Jr. turned 100 June 24. Glines was 
born in Iuka, Ill., in 1922 to two teachers as 
the middle child of three children. When he 
was 4, his family moved to the oil fields of 
Huntington Beach, Calif., at the urging of his 
aunt Bonnie, who had already established 
herself as an entrepreneur in the region. 
Despite a car breakdown that stranded 
them in Oklahoma City, for the winter, the 
family made it to California, where Glines 
spent the majority of his life.

When his older sister started kindergar-
ten, Glines was allowed to attend a year 
early to be with her and turned out to be a 
quick learner.

Glines said he took his first job when he 
was 7 cutting wheat from a corn field at the 
price of one penny a row. Glines had many 
different careers over the years, but his first 
venture was the world of aircraft assembly 
and repair. The summer after high school 
graduation, Glines attended a private air-
craft school, at one point barely surviving 
an electrocution accident. He then went 
to work in aircraft assembly, spraying paint 
aluminum sheets at Douglas Aircraft.

Glines was drafted in July 1942 after the 
breakout of World War II. Due to his aircraft 
experience, he was put to work repairing 
airplanes in Seattle, Wash., for the Ninth 
Navy Air Fleet.

Glines said, “When World War II started, 
I went to work for Douglas Aircraft for about 
a year until I turned 19 and they drafted me. 
My dad was a navy man, and I wanted to be 
a navy man, so I joined the navy. Because 

I worked in the aircraft industry and had 
gone to an aircraft school right after gradu-
ation, they put me in the Naval Air Depart-
ment. I worked on all kinds of airplanes, 
bombers, fighters, trainers, seaplanes, you 
name it and I worked on it.”

Glines left the Navy Feb. 1, 1946, and 
worked various jobs. He lived in Oregon 
and worked in the lumber industry for 10 
years. He also tried farm work for a few 

years, followed by a period of cooking in 
restaurants, but he didn’t enjoy any of those 
careers. When his aunt Bonnie suggested 
he try barbering, the career appealed to him 
since it didn’t have an off-season and the 
work was in temperature-controlled rooms. 
He attended Barber College in Portland, 
Ore., in for six months before working as an 

WWII veteran turns 100

Contributed Photo
Robert Glines, Jr. celebrates his 100th birthday at Cornerstone Church in 
Cascade.
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Like many of Cascade’s big-
gest endeavors, it’s going to take 
a village to get it done.

“You are helping us push a 
boulder up a hill,” Amy Man-
ternach, chief operating officer 
of Community Foundation of 
Greater Dubuque, told the 35 
people gathered at City Hall 
last week during a meeting to 
discuss how to make a new li-
brary a reality.

The idea of a new library has 
been kicked around for some 

time according to Library 
Board Chair Amy Ludwig. Not 
too long ago, a previous board 
member, Steve Junk, delivered 
some old documents. While 
coming through this trove, it 
was evident that between 1996 
and 1999, the library board was 
seriously exploring building a 
new library.

“He had copies of notes and 
plans, how they planned on 
fundraising and discussions 
on renovating and repurposing 
buildings,” Ludwig said.

Fast forward to 2011, the 
discussion reemerged, but this 

time, the board hired an outside 
consultant who did a commu-
nity assessment for around six 
months.

“But again, it kind of got 
pushed to the backburner a bit 
with all the other projects that 
were going on in town,” Ludwig 
said.

In 2019, yet another commit-
tee was formed, but the discus-
sion was again disbanded.

But this time around, there is 
a different feeling surrounding 
the effort.

After seeing articles in the 
Cascade Pioneer and Telegraph 

Herald, FEH Designs, who has 
designed several libraries in 
the area including the new one 
preparing to be built in Farley, 
reached out to the city to offer 
its services. Spark meetings that 
focused heavily on community 
input were held and a core idea 
began to materialize.

In March, Lisa Kotter was 
hired as an interim city ad-
ministrator. As she was getting 
caught up on all that was hap-
pening, she received a call from 
Dubuque County Supervisors 
Ann McDonough in May with 
news there was funding avail-

able.
“We found out the Coun-

ty Supervisors were going to 
possibly be awarding some 
American Rescue Plan Act 
funds to local libraries,” Kotter 
said. “McDonough called me 
and said we need you to apply 
for the grant money and I need 
you to turn in an application by 
tomorrow.”

Kotter said she stayed at City 
Hall until around 10 p.m. that 
night getting something togeth-
er. Several weeks later, the city 
was informed it had secured $1 
million and the idea was now 

more than just talk.
Out of the meetings with 

FEH, it was apparent that the 
community’s number one pref-
erence is building a new facility 
in the three lots just west of the 
River View Park and Amphi-
theatre, but that has a price tag 
of around $3.5 million. Kotter 
said she has reached out to the 
landowners to discuss possible 
acquisitions, and so far, every-
one is agreeable.

The second-most preferred 
site is located on a city-owned 

Library looks to raise $1.5 million
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