
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2021                                    WWW.CPIONEER.COM        $1.25

                                                

7 089921 10005

A DIVISION OF

NEW PRACTICE            

PAGE 2A

NEW PRACTICE            COUGARS BATTLE            

PAGE 9A

COUGARS BATTLE            

Daniel Charland • Staff Photo

Cascade Municipal Utilities and Eastern Iowa Construction begin their project to extend and replace water mains 
all along 2nd Avenue.

Pipework on 2nd Avenue
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Lauren Connolly, cham-
pion of multiple hog shows, 
took part in a charity event at 
the Iowa State Fair known as 
Bacon Buddies. First started 
in 2019, Bacon Buddies pairs 
Special Olympians with 4-H 
and FFA swine exhibitors to 
provide opportunities for 
those children to interact with 
livestock and show pigs.

“In Bacon Buddies,  we 
work with the Iowa Special 
Olympics,” said Connolly. “A 
bunch of other mentors and I 
applied to it through 4-H and 
got paired up with the kids to 
teach them what it’s like to 
show a pig. The year before 
COVID-19 was their first year 
doing it, but I just watched it 
that year. I thought it was a 
really good opportunity and 
wanted to try it.”

The event took place Aug. 
14 at the fair and lasted be-
tween 2.5-3 hours. For Con-
nolly, it was a fun first-day 
event before she focused on 
her pig showing.

“We were already there 
showing the pigs, but this was 
a thing we were planning for,” 
she said. “Before the State 
Fair, the head of the fair’s 
Swine Committee sent out ap-
plications and we got to apply 
through that.”

Each mentor was paired 
with a disabled child to walk 
through the steps of show 
preparation. In Connolly’s 
case, her pairing already had 
some previous experience 
with the event.

“I was paired with a young-
er girl named Danica who 
had Down’s Syndrome. We 
showed her how to show a 
pig, and she told us she’d 
done it before. We basically 
just walked through the steps 
of what it’s like to get a pig 
ready before the show. We 
brushed the pig off, washed 
the pig, walked it around and 
gave it a few little treats.”

While Connolly enjoyed 
the experience, she said she’ll 
be unable to do it again next 
year due to the large number 
of other applicants who want-
ed to be involved.

“Next year we can’t be-
cause there were so many 
people who applied that we 
can’t apply for a year so other 
kids can do it.”

With the pork industry such 
a large part of Iowan commerce 
and culture, Connolly believes 
one of the main purposes of 
Bacon Buddies is to provide 
these children with a more 
well-rounded experience out-
side of just seeing Special 
Olympic sports at the fair.

“Showing pigs is a big part 
of Iowa, but there are lots of 
people from Iowa who don’t 
know what it is. I think what 
they really wanted to do was 
get people who live in Iowa 
who don’t know about it and 
show them something dif-
ferent. You have the Special 
Olympics and there’s basket-
ball, volleyball and all those 
kinds of things, but I think 

Connolly gets 
a bacon buddy

Provided by Danielle Connolly
From left, Lauren Connolly 
with her bacon buddy 
Danica Westerhold at the 
Iowa State Fair.
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The third public Advisory Task Force 
meeting was held at the Cascade Public 
Library last week to continue setting po-
tential plans for the construction of a new 
library building in Cascade. 

Having accumulated data on possible 
sites and criteria from public opinion in 
past meetings, this meeting consisted of 
multiple floor plans drawn up showing 
possible configurations in the most viable 
lots from an initial number of 30. 

Kevin Eipperle, an architect with FEH 
Design, explained the ideas, pros and cons 
behind each possible plan, as well as ex-
plaining the estimated budget that accom-
panied the most likely options.

“These are budgets, not cost estimates,” 
said Eipperle. “They have everything 

Public votes on potential 
library designs, locations
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Kevin Eipperle explains the various theoretical floor plans for different 
library locations, gesturing to Site 7, the top-voted site of the meeting.
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