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All-terrain and utility vehi-
cles are now permitted on most 
Dubuque County roadways.

Following a public hearing 
Aug. 26, which was attended by 
more than 30 people, a divided 
Dubuque County Board of Su-
pervisors approved the measure 
in a 2-1 vote.

“I think we developed a good, 
safe ordinance,” said Supervisor 
Dave Baker. “I think there is go-
ing to be economic benefit and 
I think the road is already being 
shared by bicycles, motorcycles, 
pickups, cars, trucks. I think the 
UTVs and ATVs will fit in.”

The ordinance takes effect 
Sept. 4 when it is published in lo-

cal newspapers.
The decision concludes more 

than two years of discussion, in-
cluding the formation of a study 
committee that delivered formal 
recommendations.

The matter also spurred im-
passioned debate, including a 
petition from multiple law en-
forcement agencies against per-
mitting the vehicles on county 
roads due to safety concerns. ATV 
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craig.purcell@wcinet.com

When lifelong Bernard resident 
Anne (Molony) Feeney died Aug. 12, 
it was tantamount to closing down a 
section of the library dealing with the 
town’s history. At 99 years of age, Fee-
ney was a well-loved part of Bernard 
and touched the lives of many, both 
physically and figuratively.

A mother of seven, Feeney’s es-
sence was neatly summed up in a 
sentence in her obituary, which stat-
ed, “Although her hands conquered 
endless mountains of dishes and 
peeled tons of potatoes, they nev-
er lost their softness or their gentle 
touch.”

It was those same hands that 
touched many as a nurse, first in 
the operating room and later, in the 
nursery. She also used them to bake 
cinnamon rolls and chocolate chip 
cookies that were known and coveted 
throughout the Bernard area.

She was known and loved by 

many, but her children, who knew 
her best, shared some of the stories 
behind what made her special.

Of her unwavering Catholic faith, 
daughter Mary Wilfer said, “Mom 
was very devout. She had to have her 
rosary with her at all times. Her faith 
was constant in her life. Mom would 
try to ‘pray away’ any situations that 
came her way.”

Son, Patrick, added, “When mom 
prayed for people she was not only 
praying for the special intentions, 
well-being, or need of a change or a 
shot of better luck, she also prayed for 
people’s souls so they would all get 
into Heaven.”

Daughter, Sheila Viel, also said, 
“She prayed for people all over the 
world. She also sent prayer requests 
to religious orders. When her prayers 
were answered, she often wrote to 
the religious group to let them know 
about the outcome. Last summer, 
one of the thank-you notes was pub-
lished in the Leaves magazine. Mom 
thanked the group because another 

healthy grandson, Isaac, had arrived 
on earth. What she did not mention 
was that this particular grandson 
has a mother who is a member of the 
Jewish faith. Mom could be very ec-
umenical.”

As for Anne’s heavenly baking 
skills, daughter Mary said of the 
chocolate chip cookies, “Many of the 
brothers’ friends would stop by and 
grab a handful. When we had a 90th 

birthday party for mom, she made 
many batches of cookies to give away. 
That was her signature to many rel-
atives and friends. I received lots of 
‘care’ packages when I was in college. 
Her cookies were the best way to re-
ceive her love while I was away.”

Son, Patrick, didn’t recall any par-
ticular recipe. “I never remember 
mom measuring the ingredients to 
her cookie recipe. She just had a feel 
for the correct portions.”

Anne also had a thirst for knowl-
edge, and that remained with her 
throughout her lifetime, after begin-
ning at a very young age.

“Mom was the fourth of 10 chil-
dren,” said Patrick. “When she was 4 
years and 9 months old, she started 
first grade, because there were two 
younger siblings in the household at 
the time and another one was on the 
way. Her mother sent her to school 
so she had one less to watch all day at 
home. We would tell (Anne) she was 
a troublemaker and that was why she 
was sent to school so young.”

Son, Tom, said that his mom tack-
led doing more things for herself af-
ter his dad, Gerald, died in 1989. “She 
gradually grew in her independence, 
including driving ‘the old yella fella,’ 
as she called her big old sedan. She 
tooled around to church, her grand-
son’s baseball tournaments, the 
store, work — nothing stopped her. 
She had a lot more living to do, and 
she did.”

Grace Mozena, another daughter, 
said Anne’s creativity was enjoyed 
outside the kitchen as well. “Mom’s 
creative or artistic efforts were usu-
ally seen in the pillowcases that she 
embroidered or the flowers that she 
cultivated. She was not one to do 
crafts until she moved at age 97 to 
River Bend Retirement Community 
and began to participate in the craft 
activities. She learned the magic of 
glitter glue and the power of googly 
eyes and was able to use these new 
skills as she completed craft projects 
with her great-grandchildren. I think 
that qualifies as lifelong learning.”

Feeney — a Bernard treasure

Contributed Photo
Anne Feeney died Aug. 12 at 99 
years of age, after living almost 
her entire life in Bernard.
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Visit our virtual showroom at 
www.VictoryFordOnline.com 

Call Toll Free 888-201-8418
HOURS  Mon. & Thurs.: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 

Tues. Wed. & Fri.: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sat. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Just Off Hwy. 20, 1 
mile East of Rt. 136  
DYERSVILLE, IOWA

Like
us on

“Car Buying Made Easy!”

Family of Dealerships

Proud member of the

Save Thousands - Deep Dealer Discounts
Big Factory Rebates - Large Business Partner Incentives!

“I think we developed 
a good, safe ordinance.”

DAVE BAKER
DUBUQUE COUNTY SUPERVISOR

BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Colin Rea has been named the Pacific Coast League Pitch-
er of the Year.

The announcement came Aug. 29, three days after the 
Cascade native was named to the 2019 All-Pacific Coast 
League Team.

Rea is 14-4 in 26 games this season. His 14 wins leads the 
PCL, while his 3.95 ERA is second in the league. In 148 innings 
of work, he’s allowed 142 hits while striking out 120.

Rea’s 14 wins is the most for a PCL pitcher since 2016 and 
ties the Iowa single-season franchise record. He leads the 
Iowa Cubs in wins, ERA and WHIP(1.36).

Rea is the second I–Cub to claim PCL Pitcher of the Year 
honors. Carlos Pimentel won the award in 2015.

Rea was also selected to the mid-season PCL All-Star team.
Originally selected by the San Diego Padres in the 12th 

round of the 2011 draft, Rea made his major league debut for 
the Padres in 2015. He signed with the Cubs as a free agent 
in January 2019.

The I–Cubs have concluded their regular season and travel 
to Round Rock to begin the best-of-five playoffs Wednesday, 
Sept. 4 at 7:05 p.m., with Rea expected to start for the I–Cubs. 
The I-Cubs will return home for Game three Friday, Sept. 6. 
If necessary, game four will be played Saturday, Sept. 7 and 
game five will be Sunday, Sept. 8. in Des Moines.

The playoff format features the winners of the two divi-
sions in each conference. The two teams from the five-game 

series will meet in the PCL Championship Series. The 2019 
champion will meet the International League champion in 
a single game for the national championship.

Rea earns PCL honor

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
Colin Rea delivers a pitch to the plate. Rea was 
named Pacific Coast League Pitcher of the Year 
last week.


